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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION invite applications for the 
post of city architect at a salary of £3,000 per annum. © p. 440 


THE TWO LOW-COST HOUSES built for the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers at a certified cost of 
£2,212 15s. 1d. for the pair were officially opened last Friday. 

p. 451 


EXTRACTS from the Socialist and Conservative election 
manifestos dealing with housing policy are given on p. 455 


EUROPE’S SAWN SOFTWOOD import requirements for 
1951 would appear to be covered by the quantities available 
for export, according to the Timber Commitiee of the U.N. 
Economic Committee for Europe. p. 457 


THE CONCLUSION that planning is slowly but surely being 
put on the national basis that was intended when Parliament 
passed the relevant post-war Acts is reached by Mr. H. W. 
Wells, F.R.I.C.S., in a critical analysis on the working of the 
Acts. p. 459 


INFORMATION ON THE ADVANTAGES of ready- 
mixed concrete derived from a questionnaire circulated by the 
Ministry of Works to 60 producers and users of the product 
is given on p. 460 


\.IN THE INTERESTS OF ECONOMY Wolverhampton 


Borough Council has decided to reduce the height of gg 
in terraced houses from 8 ft. to 7 ft. 6 in. p. 462 





300,000 or 200,000 HOUSES ? 


TH statements of policy which will guide the Labour and 
the Conservative Parties if returned to power at the forth- 
coming General Election have been issued this week. 


The brief Labour manifesto makes clear that the Party does 
not propose to alter its present housing policy. ‘“‘ We shall 
maintain the present rate of 200,000 new houses a year and 
increase it as soon as raw materials and man-power can be 
spared.”” Most of these houses will be to let. No relief to 
landlords of controlled property is proposed ; on the contrary : 
““we shall give security to householders and shopkeepers by 
leasehold enfranchisement and by other changes in the law.” 

A more realistic view is taken by the Conservatives of the 
chaotic state of the Rent Restriction Acts; the manifesto 
recognises that while rent restriction is essential to protect the 
tenant in time of shortage, the present controls bear so hard 
on many owners that properties are deteriorating at a rate about 
equal to the numbers provided by the new housing programme. 


Less realistic, however, is the Conservative Party’s adherence 
to its aim to build 300,000 houses a year, a figure “‘ to be reached 
as fast as rearmament allows.” This saving clause is well 
advised, for while the enabling steps are proposed of simplified 
standards, incentive payments as rewards for skill and energy, 
and prefabrication (this to mitigate any local shortage of skilled 
labour), the key to the situation is building materials and, as a 
corollary, coal. 


On the subject of materials and their supply, the Conserva- 
tive statement is not explicit. ‘‘ We shall tackle the problem 
of materials, ensure a smoother flow of orders in building and 
give to the brickmaking industry the confidence which comes 
from knowledge of a continuous and stable demand.” As a 
result ‘‘ there should be no reduction in the number of houses 
and flats to let. ‘This is a responsibility that local authorities 
will and must take. More freedom will also be given to the 
private builder. If a man wants to build his own home, we 
mean to see that he has the chance to do so.” If this means 
what it says, then it seems that the Conservatives have thrown 
overboard the Economic Survey and its implications, though 
we cannot recall its terms being challenged when presented to 
Parliament ; they propose that local authorities should continue 
to build houses to let at the current rate (about 160,000 annually) 
and that the figure of 40,000 at present going up by free enter- 
prise be extended “as fast as rearmament allows” to an 
annual figure of 140,000. But if the figures given in the 
Economic Survey are correct, the diversion of raw materials _ 
and coal sufficient to erect a further 100,000 houses annually 
is not possible, and additional numbers must depend upon 
achieving greater economy in the use of present materials, 
probably by erecting a greater number of smaller dwellings. 
Without a vast increase in materials, by no stretch of improved 
organisation or variation of house planning could the number 
of additional homes equal the number to which the policy 
statement is apparently willing to commit the building industry 
and itself. 

There are other good things in the Conservative statement, 
notably the references to Development Charges and to Rent 
Restrictions, but the general proposal to which we have referred 
needs to be supported by more facts. The building industry, 
it must be said, is growing a little tired of having promises 
made in its name, but without its consent, and then of being 
castigated because these promises cannot be fulfilled. Mr. 
L. D. Gammans recently has gone farther and complained that 
the industry is inert because it has not pledged itself to imple- 
ment the figure of 300,000 houses annually which, quite 
arbitrarily arrived at, was sprung on an uneasy executive at 
last year’s Conservative Congress at Blackpool. 

What politicians and, indeed, the whole country, should 
know is that the building industry requires only two things 
rapidly to reach and even surpass the 350,000 figure of houses 
built annually before the war—an ample supply of materials 
and the framework within which it can deploy its specialised 
skill and technical resources. The Conservative Party is 
prepared, it seems, to provide the framework necessary, even 
if the outlines of the frame are at present a little blurred. The 
Party will at least gain credit for expressing dissatisfaction with 
the present rate of housing progress, and if it can offer evidence 
that the flow of materials can be stepped up it will deserve and 
receive the commendation and full support of the builders. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


** ROTUNDA” TO BE DEMOLISHED 


THE ‘BLACKFRIARS-ROAD FRONTAGE of 
the historic “ Rotunda” is to be de- 
molished. Eventually, the whole of this 
building, situated near the corner of 
Stamford-street, will be swept away. 


The ‘‘ Rotunda” was built in 1790 
by a Mr. Parkinson to house a collection 
of curios which he had won by lottery. 
These exhibits were the property of 
Sir Ashton Lever, eldest son of Sir 
Darcy Lever of Arkington, near Man- 
chester. Many of the relics were gathered 
by Captain Cook during his voyages. 


Not a prosperous venture, however, 
it failed in 1806. From then the ‘“ Ro- 
tunda”’ had a chequered career. In 
turn, melodrama, wax-works, panoramas 
and at one time a small circus were 
offered as an attraction. Later it was 
utilised as an auction mart. 


In about 1833, dramas and variety 
shows were presented under the conditions 
of a ‘‘ penny-gaff.” In 1838, it became 
a music-hall, and was one of the earliest 
houses to use this term. Many notabilities 
ot the period performed here, including 
the parents of Dan Leno. The licence 
lapsed in the ’eighties, and then, for a time, 
it was used as a chapel. At present it 
serves as a warehouse for a firm of drainage 
and sanitary engineers. 


DISCOVERIES AT CANTERBURY 


MANY INTERESTING antiquarian dis- 
coveries have been made in the City and 
elsewhere as a result of bombing during 
the war. Now at Canterbury, during 
demolition of the bombed library of the 
Cathedral, preparatory to rebuilding, a 
fine row of columns that once supported 
part of the vault beneath the great dor- 
mitory of the Cathedral built by Arch- 
bishop Lanfranc about the year 1080, 
has been discovered, it is reported in 
The Times. The monastic dormitory was 
of immense size, 135 ft. by 85 ft., and the 
vault beneath the six severies east-west 
and 11 north-south, making 66 compart- 
ments in all, was probably the greatest 
of its kind in the country during the 
eleventh century. 


A large area of soil alongside the library 
has still to be excavated to a depth of 
some 15 ft., and it is hoped that there will 
be further finds. 


WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 


Pxans for the restoration of the tower of 
Worcester Cathedral were delayed by the 
‘war in 1939, and weather, combined with 
the effect of industrial smoke, has accen- 
tuated the need for early restoration. 'The 
plain stone surface is commencing to 
crumble and many ornamental pieces 
which were built into the fabric are 
falling and damaging the roofs below. 
The Dean of Worcester, the Very Rev. 
W. E. Beck, recently recalled that the 
tower was not built in flourishing days 
but in a century when pestilence and 
privation ravaged the land. The restora- 
tion fund is calling for £20,000 of which 
nearly half has been obtained. The main 
structure of the tower dates from 1374. 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY ARCHITECT 


Tue Councit of the City of Birming- 
ham invite applications for the appoint- 
ment of city architect at a salary of 
£3,000 per annum. Details appear else- 
where in this issue. 


MINISTRY OF WORKS C.O.S. 


Mr. J. T. A. Brooks, F.R.I.C.S., has 
been appointed Chief Quantity Surveyor 
to the Ministry of Works, in succession 
to the late Mr. €. A. Morrison, C.B.E. 
Mr. Brooks has been with the Ministry for 
more than 30 years and has been Assistant 
Chief Quantity Surveyor for two years. 


R.A. SECRETARY 


Mr. HumpuHreY BROOKE was elected 
secretary of the Royal Academy at a 
general assembly of academicians on 
Tuesday. He is to succeed to the post 
when Sir Walter Lamb retires at the end 
of this year after holding it since 1913. 
Mr. Brooke, who is 37, was in the Civil 
Service for 14 years until his resignation 
recently. 


LUNCHEON TO LORD MAYOR 


THe Lorp Mayor, Alderman Sir 
Denys Lowson, Bt., will be accom- 
panied by the Lady Mayoress when he 
goes next Thursday (October 11) to the 
luncheon which the L.M.B.A. is giving 
in his honour in the Savoy Hotel. 

Among the guests, in addition to the 
sheriffs, the City Chamberlain and the 
City Marshall, will be the chairmen of 
the nine worshipful companies connected 
with building, the permanent secretaries 
of the Ministries of Works, Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, and Labour, and the 
presidents of the R.I.B.A., R.I.C.S., A.A., 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 8 
INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—Opening of 
exhibition on ‘‘ The Architect and the Community.” 
70, Grosvenor-street, W.1. Continuing until October 19. 
BRITISH CoLtour COUNCIL. —Opening of 6th 
Designers’ Conference. Assembly Rooms, York. 
Continuing until October 11. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 


R.I.B.A.—Reception for architects and students of 
architecture from the British Commonwealth and the 
U.S.A. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 


BuILDERS’ CLERKS BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTION.— 
Annual Dinner. Café Royal, Regent-street, W.1. 
6.30 p.m. 


FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS (MANCHESTER 
BRANCH).—Film show on building subjects. Grand 
Hotel, Manchester. 7 p.m. 

CHADWICK PUBLIC LECTURES.—‘ Some International 
Aspects of Environmental Hygiene,” by Mr. F. E. 
Bruce, M.Sc. 26, Portland-place, W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING att —Opening 
sessional meeting at which Mr. ,) . G. Holmes, A.R.C.S., 
B.Sc., will present his presidential address. Royai 
Institution, Albemarle-street, W.1. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA, No. 1).—Lunch and 
General Meeting at which Mr. E. G. Dean, the associa- 
tion’s technical officer, will speak. Derry & Tom’s 
restaurant, Kensington High-street. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 

L.M.B.A. Luncheon, to meet the Rt. Hon. the 
Lord Mayor of London = Denys Lowson, Bt.). 
The Savoy Hotel, W.C.2. 7 

ToOwN AND COUNTRY LANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENTS’ PLANNING GrouP).—“ Social and Economic 
Developments in China,” by Dr. Joseph Needham. 
28, King-street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
Presidential address by Mr. Walter C. Andrews, O.B.E. 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—Presidential 
pare by Sir John Hacking. I.E.E., Savoy-place, 
W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties A.A.—‘ Golden 
Ages,” by Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan, F.R.1.B.A 
Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ Galleries, New- 
street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 
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Institute of Builders, and the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
and of the Federation of Civil Engineering 
Contractors. 

Owing to the General Election, the 
‘Minister of Works, Mr. George Brown, 
has found it impossible to attend. He 
will be represented by his Parliamentary 
Secretary, Lord Morrison. 


N.C.B. ARCHITECTS 


SEPARATE architects’ departments have 
been formed for the Durham and the 
Northern (N. & C.) Divisions of the 
National Coal Board, in place of the 
single department which formerly served 
both divisions. ‘The divisional architect, 
Durham Division, will be Mr. R. Wood, 
A.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.C.S., and the divisional 
architect, Northern (N. & C.) Division, 
will be Mr. J. C. Spooner, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.R.I.C.S. Both offices will be at the 
present address: ‘Ashfield Tower,” 
Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 3. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. Woop AND WEIR, FF.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyors, have moved their branch office at 
Leicester to 77, London-road (Tel. : Leicester 59654) 
to which all correspondence should in future be 
addressed, 

Messrs. MARKS AND CORDER, chartered quantity 
surveyors, have moved from 26 to 106 High-street, 
Guildford. 

Mr. ALAN FAIRHEAD, quantity surveyor, has set up 
in practice at 4, West-terrace, Eastbourne, Sussex. 
(Tel. : 1555.) 


RIB.A. 


Sessional Meetings 


FOLLOWING is the programme of ordin- 
ary general meetings (marked thus *) and 
lectures for the session of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 1951-52. 
All meetings begin at 6 p.m. 

1951 

Oct. 23. ‘* Concrete Finishes.” J. G. Wilson [A]. 

*Nov. 6. President’s Inaugural Address. Presenta- 
a of London Architecture Bronze Medal. 

Nov. 27. ‘Fire a oot The Architect’s 


weBeee ie ” Eric L. Bird, M.B.E., M.C. [A]. 
Schinkel.” Dr. Nikolaus Pevsner, 


i. 18, 
ductivity.” 


“Influence of Design on Building Pro- 
L. W. Elliott, A.M.I.C.E., A.M.1I.Struct.E. 


1952 

*Jan. 8. Announcement of Award of Prizes and 
Studentships. ‘‘ Expression in Modern Architecture.” 
ah Gibberd, M.T.P.I. [F]. 
Feb. President's Address to Students. Criti- ~ 
cism by D. McMorran [F] of work submitted. 

Presentation of Prizes. 
Feb. 12. ‘‘ Space Frames and Stressed Skin Con- 


struction.” F. J. Samuely, 3B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., 
A.M.L.Struct.E 
ar. 4. ‘“‘ Twenty Years After.” Professor Nol 


Patrick Abercrombie, M.A. (L’pool.), F.S.A., M.T.P. 
Mar. 18. ‘‘Some Scientific Aspects of the Dein 
of the Royal Festival Hall.’ . L. Martin, M.A., 


Ph.D. [FI]. 
Piney 8 Presentation of Royal Gold Medal. 


April 22. are Standards and the Architect.” 
E. D. Mil |F], P. Cutbush [A], and G. Weston, B.Sc. 
*May 6 ‘Annual General Meeting 
*June 17. Council Election Toaube “ The Gothick 
Taste.” J. Isaacs. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, October 4, 1851 


IMPROVEMENTS Pay.—LAND IN THE CITy. 
—The new street to London Bridge is 
now in shape, and the frontages are being 
let at very large rents. We understand, 
for example, that for about 100 ft. in 
Cannon-street, from Crooked-lane to St. 
Martins-lane, extending about 60 ft. up 
the former, but not anything like so deep 
throughout, the sum of 720/. per annum 
has been obtained. Further, the person 
who has obtained it expects to get much 
more in proportion for a part of it. 
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ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, PICCADILLY 
WORK OF RESTORATION 


ON October 14, 1940, a high explosive 

bomb fell in the churchyard of 
St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, destroying 
the rectory and damaging the north wall 
and east end of the church. Later the 
same night incendiary bombs fell on the 
church, starting a fire which destroyed 
the greater part of the roof with its rich 
ornamental plasterwork ; at the same time 
the windows were shattered and the 
steeple crashed to the ground, destroying 
the smaller of the two bells; the vestry 
was also demolished. Fortunately, at the 
time of Munich, the richly carved reredos 
and font, which are among the few 
authenticated works of Grinling Gibbons, 
had been protected with sandbags under 
the direction of Professor Richardson 
(of Messrs. A. E. Richardson, R.A., and 
E. A. S. Houfe, F.R.I.B.A., who are the 
architects responsible for the restoration 
which is now being carried out) and re- 
mained undamaged. ‘The organ case, 
also by Gibbons, escaped harm. These 
treasures were at once removed and stored 
at Chatsworth, where they still are. They 
will be reinstated in due course. 


The tower and the walls remained 
standing, the north wall, that towards 
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Piccadilly, leaning rather precariously 
outwards. This was at once shored up, 
and the south side, which had suffered 
least damage, was walled off and given a 
temporary roof covered with tarpaulins 
and converted into a small chapel, where 
services were resumed on Good Friday, 
1941. It was decided that the church 
should be restored exactly to Wren’s 
original design, and the serious work of 
repair began in October, 1947, and has 
since made steady if rather slow progress 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining build- 
ing licences. As it may be many months 
before the work is completed—Christmas, 
1952, is thought to be the earliest date 
if there are no serious interruptions—a 
brief interim account of the restoration 
is now given. 


St. James’s Church, which is built of 
brick with stone dressings, was com- 
pleted from the designs of Sir Christopher 
Wren in 1684, rather later than most of the 
City churches. The principal front was 
originally that on the south, facing to- 
wards Jermyn-street, and in the middle 
of the south wall there was a large door 
facing down York-street to St. James’s- 
square. This door was removed in 1848 
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and replaced by a window. At the same 
timé the two vestibules were added north 
and south of the tower. Before that time 
the stairs to the galleries were at the west 
end of the two aisles within the main body 
of the church. The tower originally 
stood out from the rest of the church 
and had three external doors. Two of 
these now lead into the vestibules and the 
west door remains as before. The tower 
was built in 1685-6, Wren’s original 
design for the steeple having been rejected 
in favour of a more modest one said to have 
been designed by a local builder. 


A GALLERIED CHURCH 


Rectangular on plan, the church pro- 
vides a dignified solution to the problem 
of a galleried church to seat a large con- 
gregation. Wren himself, who thought 
well of it, wrote: “I can hardly think 
it practicable to make a single room so 
capacious, with pews and galleries, as to 
hold 2,000 persons and all to hear the 
service and see the preacher. I endeav- 
oured to effect this in building the parish 
church of St. James, Westminster, 
which I presume is the most capacious, 
with those qualifications, that hath yet 
been built.” The plan consists of a 
nave and chancel, all in one, with two- 
storeyed aisles, the galleries being supported 
by six square stone Doric piers on each 


Intersection of severy vaulting to compass roof. 
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Top: Detail of compass roof with curved timbers under construction. Centre: Timbers of 
compass roof and severy vaulting. Bottom: Portion of vault over a severy’. 
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side, which provide bases for Corinthian 
columns supporting a ‘“‘ compass” roof, 
which is intersected by semi-circular 
vaults over the severies or gallery bays. 
Measured drawings of the church, made 
many years ago, were borrowed from South 
Kensington, and these, supplemented by 
other drawings and sketches made by 


-some of Professor Richardson’s students, 


have ensured an accurate restoration 
down to the smallest detail. 


It was found necessary to take down 
and rebuild the east wall, with its great 
superimposed three-light windows, and 
this has been done. At first, it was 
thought that the leaning north wall would 
also have to be completely taken down as 
it was found to have diagonal fractures 
throughout its whole length, one below 


_and one above the windows; but after 


careful consideration, a method of con- 
servation which avoided complete re- 
building was adopted. The wall was 
first taken down to the line of the springers 
of the arches and then underpinned and 
supported on a reinforced concrete slab 
anchored on the outer side to 3 ft. by 
6 ft. 6 in. by 12 ft. deep reinforced con- 
crete buttresses under the piers, and on 
the inside to a reinforced concrete beam 
running the whole length of the wall. 
At the level of each fracture a continuous 
reinforced concrete beam, 3 ft. wide by 
1 ft. 9 in. deep, one at the base of the 
windows and the other at the top of the 
lunettes, was then built into the wall on 
the inside and returned along the end 
walls. The wall itself, which was now 
vertical, was then rebuilt as necessary 
in purpose-made brickwork and is now 
stronger than it was when first erected. 
The outside pulpit, designed by ‘Temple 
Moore, has been reinstated. 


TREATMENT OF TIMBERS 


It was found possible to retain nearly all 
Wren’s structural members over the aisles. 
The transverse beams carrying the vaults 
over the galleries, however, were found 
to be affected with worm, and, together 
with all other old timber, have been 


thoroughly impregnated with Cuprinol. 


These beams have been secured to the 
walls with angle irons bolted each side 
with fishplates, run into the walls to a 
depth of about 2 ft. All the external 
parapets and the gable at the east end are 
new. 


The roof over the nave, generally re- 
ferred to as a barrel vault, but more 
accurately described as a “‘ compass roof ” 
(Wren’s own term for it), is entirely new. ' 
It is an unusual form of roof, the principals 
having four major members—a _ semi- 
circular arch, which springs from the 
columns, and rafters (joined by a collar 
beam) connecting with and strutted to the 
transverse beams which, supported by the 
columns, abut over the galleries on to the 
walls. ‘The members of the principals are 
morticed, tenoned and pinned and bolted 
together with plates. The roof is of 
English oak, the principals being 12 in. 
by 12 in., the purlins, 12 in. by 9 in., the 
collars, 12 in. by 8 in., and the common 
rafters, 54in. by4in. The roof boarding 
is 1} in. tongued and grooved Archangel 
deal. The roof was originally covered with 
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RESTORATION OF 
ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, 
PICCADILLY 
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Above : Cross section through roof. 


Left : Detail of plaster enrichment on compass roof. 


wy 








Below : Detail of plaster enrichment over one of the severies. 
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General view of timber roof under construction, looking east. The portion to the right shows 
the temporary protection. given to the south aisle by Professor Richardson in 1941. 


lead, then with slate, and is now covered 
with copper. 


All Wren’s columns are being retained. 
It will be noticed that they lean slightly 
outwards, but this is not, as may be 
thought, due to the bombing but is a 
defect of long standing, the result of 
lateral thrust due to a weakness in the 
collar beams, which in this type of roof 
are unusually high. The roof was partly 
reconstructed about 1837, and the defect 


is believed to go back at least a hundred - 


years. In the construction of the new 
roof every precaution has been taken to 
avoid any recurrence of that trouble. 


THE COLUMNS 


An interesting point about the columns 
themselves, which are of pine or red deal, 
is that they are not, as they appear to be, 
separate structural elements ; each forms 


only the intermediate part of a solid baulk 
of timber which rises from the stone pier 
to the level of the principal, to which it is 


S, JAMES: PICCADILLY & 
LONDON 2 
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bolted. Only the columns are ‘turned, 
the portions above and below, which are 
normally out of sight, being roughly 
trimmed. The caps are of plaster, modelled 
on the wood, and will all be repaired and 
regilded. The moulded bases are also 
applied. 


All the internal decorative plasterwork 
is to be repeated exactly to Wren’s designs. 
The original work was in solid plaster, and 
much of it must have been rather insecure 
prior to the bombing. It is being re- 
placed with fibrous plaster, which is 
much lighter. The work is being cast in 
gelatine moulds on the site and will be 
nailed in position with galvanised nails and 
wadded with canvas and plaster. The 
windows have wrought-iron stanchion 
frames filled with modern Crown glass in 
lead frames. 


After the bombing much débris was: 
collected and stored with a view to rein- 
statement wherever possible. It includes. 
Many monuments and memorial tablets, 
both whole and in fragments. Other 
items of interest include a large magni- 
ficently carved and gilded Royal coat of 
arms, probably the work of Grinling 
Gibbons, which will be found a place. 
The new spire will be higher than the old 
one, taking the form of an adaptation of 
Wren’s original design. 


At the present time there are about 24 
men at work on the site, including the 
plasterers. The builders are Messrs. 
Rattee and Kett, of Cambridge, their 
general foreman being Mr. F. Bigmore. 
Mr. C. H. Hill is the clerk of works. The 
plasterwork is being carried out by Messrs. 
Eaton Contractors, Ltd., of London. 
Scaffolding is by Scaffolding Great Britain, 
Ltd. 


In its fidelity to the original design the 
restoration of St. James’s Church is 
exemplary ; notable also is the care which 
is being taken to conserve every possible 
piece of the original work and to re-use as 
much as possible of the old material. If 
all our old war-damaged buildings which 
are to be restored are treated with similar 
care and sympathy, posterity will have good 
cause for gratitude towards the architects 
and builders of our much-harassed genera- 
tion. 

G. J. How tine. 


Reproduced from Banister Fletcher’s “‘History of Architecture” (Batsford). 


Plan and side elevation of St. Fames’s, Piccadilly. 
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General view of Junior School from the south-east showing (left to right) the classrooms and general purpose rooms; the tank tower: 
the staff rooms and the assembly and dining hall. Below : Layout. : 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS ‘AT LEAGRAVE, LUTON, BEDS. 


HOWARD V. LOBB, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


A. P. HODGSON, ARIBA, AND F. I. MARTIN- 
DALE, ARAIA, ASSISTANTS IN CHARGE 


then Leagrave group of schools is situated in the 

valley of the River Lea between High-street, 
Leagrave, and a new housing estate. The 16-acre 
site has been planned to comprise a junior school, 
an infants’ school and a nursery school. The 
nursery school is not yet built. The two large school 
buildings here illustrated have been planned as a 
series of compact Llocks which look well from every 
angle. The teaching rooms face east of south, but 
the variously projecting wings admit sunlight into 
all rooms at some time of the day. The arrangement . ’ 
also allows each building to be economically heated Faye: oe <3 
from a central boiler. ‘The whole site has been f 8 + ARR are Ai la 
planned in accordance with a scheme of landscaping. j 0) Ge © sed ‘eds O 
This, as yet, is immature, but at some future time the - » AK: cutee ESN URSER VEL 
school buildings and playing fields will be framed in 2 rT PAR. scHd0be 
a fine setting, of which one feature will be groups , | Seer 
of tall beeches along the line of the River Lea. \ icy Chee 
The junior school accommodates 480 boys and girls We 
in 12 teaching rooms which are arranged in three 
groups. Pairs of classrooms are separated by store 
rooms, one to each classroom, for keeping material 
and apparatus so much used to-day. Outside the (rea ia 
classroom windows are open-air teaching spaces ban oa ew 
which are paved and separated from one another 
by beds of shrubs and flowers. . Each classroom has 
a french window. To be in harmony with the nearby 
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Plan of Junior School. (Key to rooms is on facing page.) 





The Junior assembly hall from the south-west ; the reinforced concrete stairs provide external access to the projection room. 
the staff rooms. A detail drawing of the staircase is on page 449. 
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KEY TO ROOMS 


Classrooms. 

General Purpose Rooms. 
Girls’ Lavatories. 

Boys’ Lavatories. 

Upper part of Boiler Room. 


3. Drying Room. 
. Staff Room. 


Staff Cloaks and Lavatories. 
Head Teacher. 

Dining Hall. 

Kitchen. 

Medical Inspection Room. 
Waiting Room. 

Assembly Hall. 

Play Shed. 

Meter Room & Gardener’s Store. 





Above : Interior view of one of the Infants’ classrooms. 
Left: Another classroom, Funior School, showing the 
window treatment. Below: Plan of the Infants’ School. 
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The above references correspond 
to the numbers on the plans of both 
the Infants’ School (right) and the 
Junior School (facing page). 
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Staff room in 
Infants’ School. 


houses and the general character of the countryside, 
the greater part of the building has sloping roofs 
and brick walls of a variegated plum-red colour. The 
roofs are covered with cedar shingles, laid to a flat 
pitch which give a roof shape resembling that of the 
new houses on the adjacent estate. The inside of the 
school reflects the austerity standards of to-day. 
The walls are mostly plain brickwork and the floor 
finishes are equally economical. ‘The imaginative 
use of colour has, however, done much to relieve 
any feeling of Lareness. The dadoes are of the same 
bricks as those used for exterior facing ; above, the 








brickwork is painted. Classroom and dining hall 
floors are of beech blocks and that of the assembly 
hall is beech boards. Cloakroom and lavatory walls 
are surfaced with cement glaze. Over the main 
doorway is a stone carvirg of a fawn and in the 
entrance hall there is a plaster frieze of animals in 
procession. ‘The infants’ school accommodates 360 
children in nine teaching rooms. In its general 
principles and detail the building resembles that of 
the junior school, although in plan it is different. 
Lighting in both buildings is mainly by tungsten 
lamps. 


Dining Hall in 
Junior School. 
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Top (left) : A corridor in the Funior 
School. 











Top (right) : Interior of one of the 
cloakroom and lavatory blocks in the 
Funior School. 




















Right : Working drawing of external 
staircase of Junior assembly hall. 
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The general contractors were Messrs. T. and E. 
Neville, Ltd., of Luton. 

Mr. Oswald E. Parratt, F.R.I.C.S., was the 
quantity surveyor and Mr. H. J. Ratcliff the clerk 
of works. The consultant for the landscaping was 
Mr. H. F. Clark, F.I.L.A., and the carving and 
modelling was by Mr. Geoffrey Deeley, M.B.E., 
F.R.B.S. The main sub-contractors and suppliers 
were as follows :— 

Acme Flooring and Paving Co. (1904), Ltd., wood 
block flooring; Anderson Construction Co., Ltd., 
suspended ceilings (junior school only); Mr. F. C. 
Andrews, landscaping and planting; J. Avery and Co. 
blinds and curtains ; Barlow and Young, Ltd., electrical 
installation ; Chittenden and Simmons (Contracting), 
Ltd., tarmacadam paving; W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., 
cedar wood shingles ; Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
metal windows; Mr. S. G. Day, fencing and gates ; 
Dent and Hellyer, Ltd., sanitary fittings. 

Dorman, Long and Co., Ltd., steelwork ; Eastwoods 
Specialists, Ltd., suspended ceilings (infants’ school 
only); Field and Palmer, Ltd., asphalt roofs (infants’ 
school only); Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd., w.c. 
cubicles (infants’ school only); James Gibbons, Ltd., 
ironmongery (junior school only) ; J. W. Gray and Sons, 
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The assembly hall, Funior School, from the entrance hall. 


Ltd., lightning conductors (junior school only) ; Haskins 
Rolling Shutters, rolling shutters ; Mr. Gerald Holtom, 


curtains; Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., Ltd., facing 
bricks ; T. and W. Ide, Ltd., glass domes. 

Light Steelwork (1925), Ltd., railings (junior school 
only); Macartney, Ltd., built-up bituminous roofing ; 
The Marley Tile Co., Ltd., asphaltic tile pavings (infants’ 
school only) ; Marriott and Price, Ltd., terrazzo pavings 
(junior school only); Noelite, Ltd., outdoor coloured 
concrete paving; C. and T. Painters, Ltd., vermiculite 
spray finish ; Philips Electrical, Ltd., sound reproducing 
equipment ; Pyrene Co., Ltd., hose reels ; N. F. Ramsay 


General view of Infants’ School showing 


The animal frieze is by Geoffrey Deeley. 


and Co., Ltd., cloakroom fittings; Robb’s Cement 
Enamel Finishes, Ltd., cement glaze. 

Rosser and Russell, Ltd., heating and ventilating ; 
Saro Laminated Wood Products, Ltd., flush doors ; 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., tubular lattice beams 
(infants’ school only) ; W. B. Simpson and Sons, Ltd., 
tiling and terrazzo slabs (infants’ schoolonly) ; Troughton 
and Young (Lighting), Ltd., special light fittings ; 
Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd., asbestos cement 
cavity decking; Yannedis and Co., Ltd., ironmongery 
(mainly infants’ school) ; Zanelli (London), Ltd., w.c. 
partitions. 





the assembly hall and main entrance. 
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Photographs by Turners of Ipswich. 
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View of entrance front. 


A PAIR OF LOW-COST HOUSES, . IPSWICH, SUFFOLK 


Sponsored by the Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers 
HARE AND PERT, AARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


HE results of several years’ intensive work on 
economy in house-building are seen in the pair 
of houses at Ipswich, illustrated in these pages. 
Initiated, sponsored and financed by the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, the houses 
(whose final certified cost is £2,212 15s. 1d. the pair) 
were opened on Friday last by the President of the 
Federation of Registered House Builders, Mr. C. 
Douglas Calverley, M.1I.0.B., in the presence of a 
large gathering. 
The background to the scheme, for which the 
Eastern Federation must take great credit, was given 
in a speech at the opening by the chairman of the 





View of rear front. 


Federation’s Housebuilders’ Committee, Mr. West. 

“* Housing (he said) is more than a local problem, 
it is an international problem. The demand for 
essential raw materials is at its maximum, the demand 
for skilled labour is very high, and economies are 
essential. That is why we builders tackled the 
problem and the result shows what private enterprise 
can do, given the chance. We feel in the post-war 
period that much of the lifetime experience of the 
housebuilder has lain untapped and we, the builders, 
the practical men, are earnest and anxious to build 
more houses and reduce costs. 

‘“* What we have seen displays our approach to the 


The living-room. 
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problem. Planning is a simple modular system based 
on brick sizes; the design will suit three orientations. 
Every part of the construction has a job to do. The 
house is compact, the drainage is compact, the plumb- 
ing is compact. Rooms are well proportioned and 
nicely finished. The solid fuel unit is efficient and 
economical in use. Risk of bursts are reduced and 
there can be no flooding of ceilings. In our work 
we have had the full support and help of our pro- 
fessional friends, and I would thank here our architects, 
Messrs. Hare and Pert, and our quantity surveyors, 
Messrs. Fletcher and Lewis, for their wholehearted 
co-operation. 

“The Ministry of Health,” continued Mr. West, 
“‘ refused to help us in our venture when we asked for 
‘permission to erect two prototype houses. The 
Ipswich Corporation, displaying foresight and freedom 
from prejudice, came to our aid and issued out of 
their small ration two private enterprise building 
licences.” 


A PAIR OF LOW-COST HOUSES, IPSWICH : Plans and sections. 


Mr. West concluded: “‘ There is nothing sensa- 
tional in our designs. All we have done is to make a 
sincere attempt to build in traditional materials an 
acceptable house at a reasonable cost. The figures 
speak for themselves. We do not profess to claim 
that this is a complete answer to our housing problems 
—others will doubtless be working out designs, 
equally if not more meritorious. The journal The 
Builder, by its vision, has greatly stimulated work in 
this field by its recent competition. What we do 
claim, however, is that we have shown that our 
industry if given the chance can make a greater con- 
tribution to the post-war housing problem than it has 
so far been allowed to do.” 

Full details of specifications and costs are given on 
page 453. They are taken from a booklet which is 
available from the Director of the Eastern Federation 
(Mr. R. W. Porter, F.C.1.S.), 95, Tenison-road, 
Cambridge. The houses were built by Messrs. L. W. 


‘Gardiner and Son, of Ipswich. 
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LOW-COST HOUSING, IPSWICH 


FRRUSTRATED on pages 451-452 of this issue is the pair 

of houses sponsored by the Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. The following details are taken from the 
official report. 


Introductory : Full details of the nature and purpose of the 
Federation’s work on housing designs are set out in the booklet, 
** A House We Can Afford,” obtainable on request from the 
Director. of the Federation. In making available the results 
of several years’ work on economy in post-war house-building 
it should be emphasised that although the Federation has 
initiated, sponsored and financed this venture, it is a co-opera- 
tive effort in which the architectural and surveying professions 
have played their part. Its sole purpose is to make available 
to the public a house which combines economy with pleasing 
design. It is certainly not claimed as the complete answer 
to the ever-growing problem of rising housing costs. Never- 
theless, it is hoped that it will be welcomed as a sincere attempt 
to show that we can have less expensive houses without a 
material reduction in present standards. 


Main Constructional Features of Design : The model specifi- 
cation, of the National House-builders Registration Council 
has been used. All dimensions, both vertical and horizontal, 
are multiples of the standard brick size so that there is a mini- 
mum of .cutting and waste. The plan being square gives 
maximum space and can be used for three separate aspects. 
There is no water above first-floor level, plumbing being con- 
fined to ground floor, reducing risks of bursts and providing 
short pipe runs. The height of all rooms is 7 ft..6 in., and all 
internal dimensions are carefully balanced. One triple-purpose 
solid fuel unit is placed in centre of building to give maximum 
heat distribution with minimum fuel.consumption. Special 
attention has been given to kitchen planning and reduction 
of house-work. Roof has T.D.A. economy roof trusses with 
asbestos purlin tiles. — for garage and outbuildings. 
Coal bin at rear. 


FEATURES COMMON TO ALL Roce: 


Woodwork: Wood linings to door and windows, t. and g. 

flooring (first floor), wood casement windows, 

flush doors, omission of picture rail, ‘wood 

architraves and skirting. 

Painted woodwork, distempered walls. 

Two coats to brick walls, one coat to ceilings 

and stud partitions. 

Studwork covered with plasterboard (first- 
floor). 

” Lighting points in all rooms, wireless point 

in lounge, power point in four rooms, cooker 

point in kitchen. 


SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Lounge : 


Decoration : 
Plastering : 


Partitions : 


Electrical : 


Accotile flooring, triple purpose night-burn- 
ing fireplace, built-in surround, omission of 
chimney breast, pram recess, meter cup- 
board, through ventilation. 

Accotile flooring, deep sink with two 
drainers, broom and airing. cupboards, 
special type back door with trades hatch and 
light, water tank concealed in chimney 
breast. 

Coat rail. 

Linen cupboard, concealed access to roof. 
Omission of fireplace and hearth. 

Wardrobe cupboard. with flush doors, 
bracket type side table. 

Toy cupboard: if desired, fitted dressing- 
table over cupboard. 


The extensive use of this design would bring many economies 
through standardisation and prefabrication of fittings. 
Uniformity could easily be avoided by use of the three different 
elevations, alternative exterior finishes, building in terraces 
with vistas closed or interrupted by linked pairs. 


Kitchen : 


Bathroom : 
Landing : 
Bedroom 1 : 
Bedroom 2 : 


Bedroom 3: 


THE DESIGN AND GOVERNMENT STANDARDS 

‘The following is a comparison of superficial area between this 
design and the requirements of the Housing Manual, 1949, for 
a dining-kitchen house of 900 sq. ft. 
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Rooms : 
Dining Kitchen 
Living-room 
Bedrooms 1 
2 


3 


Living space as ner 
of overall area 


453 


Federation Manual 
Design Requirements. 
(820 sq. ft.) (900 sq. ft.) 
112 110 
191 160 
140 135 
112 110 
78 70 


585 


633 


77 65 


The plans of the prototype page have been submitted to the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning, his decision and 
the Federation’s observations being set out below : 


Ministry Decision. 
Aggregate living space is 
17 sq. ft. short of require- 
ments of Circular 38.51. 


Dresser required in kitchen. 
Washboiler _— required in 
kitchen. 

Outside store of 50 sq. ft. re- 


‘quired. 


Only if Local Authority agree 
can second W.C. and cup- 


Federation’s Observations. 
One bedroom designated bed- 
room / living-room would 
appear to meet this point. 
(Some Local Authorities 
have done this in earlier 
schemes.) 

Installed as furniture. 

Small washing machine in- 
stalled as furniture. 
Purposely left for Local Au- 
thority to design according 
to custom and needs of 
district. 


boards in bedrooms 1 and 3 
be omitted. 


COSTS AND STATISTICS 


Accepted Tender (pair) : £2,074 (accepted February 9, 
1951). (Price does not include 
land, roads and sewers.) 
April 9, 1951. Completed 
September 8, 1951. 

Final certified cost : £2,212 15s. 1d. (pair). 

The main reasons for the increased final cost are a rise in 
wages (£33) and increases in the cost of timber (£104). These 
increases naturally affect to a proportionately greater extent the 
average Local Authority house in course of erection. 

Contracts for 20 houses upward, and increasing familiarity 
with design, should effect a considerable reduction in the above 
figures. 

Materials : 


Work commenced : 


The following were used per house : 
Bricks : 16,000. Cement : -34 tons. 
Timber : 1.129 Standards (allowance for 1,000 sq. ft. 
1.6 Standards). 
Certified Man-Hours (per House): (Auditor’s certificate.) 


Man-Hours 





Total. 


Foundations... 43 Ke 205 
Brickwork 316 142 646 
Roofing oe 51 10 74 
Finishings* ... 670 52 778 
Services 113 3 335 


1,193 207 2,038 


Operation. Craft. Labourers. Apprentices. 


162 











* Includes plumbing, electrical, plastering, painting, glazing 
and flooring. 

Note: Para. 28 of Second Girdwood Report gives 2,575 
man-hours as the average for three-bedroom houses completed 
in 1949, 

The houses, after being officially opened on September 28, 
will be open for inspection by Local Authorities and the public 
for three weeks from October 1, from 10:a.m. to 6.30 p.m. daily. 

It has been agreed that the plans, specification and bills of 
quantities of the houses should be made available for the use of 
Local Authorities and members of the Federation at a fee of 
£2 2s. per set. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


RI.B.A. RULING ON OFFICE 
EXPERIENCE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to recent corres- 
pondence in the architectural Press, 
we wish to inform your readers that we 
have been protesting vigorously to the 
Board of Architectural Education for the 
past nine months. We have stressed the 
arbitrary manner in which their ruling 
has been enforced upon students who 
began training before the introduction of 
the requirement of twelve months’ post- 
graduate office experience. 


The principle of introducing new con- 
ditions of qualifications after students 
have begun training is one which should 
be deplored throughout the profession. 
Yet, in fact, by their persistent refusal 
either to modify the conditions of exemp- 
tion from the ruling, or even to make some 
statement in explanation of their attitude, 
the R.I.B.A. have shown remarkable 
lack of understanding of their student 
members’ point of view. This lack of 
understanding may well be due to the 
_ fact that students have no voice whatso- 
ever within the Institute, and in view of 
this rather undemocratic method of admin- 
istration it is not really surprising to find 
students so discontented at what to them 
seems rank injustice. 


We would suggest that, in the event of 
the R.I.B.A. reconsidering the method 
of applying their ruling, as suggested by. 
the editorial in The Builder of August 17 
last, the R.I.B.A. should call upon students 
personally to present their cases before 
the Board. In this way the present 
atmosphere of mutual tension could be 
dispelled. 

GEOFFREY SPYER, 
Chairman, Students’ Committee, 
Architectural Association. 


34, Bedford Square, W.C.1. 


APPRENTICESHIP IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—One of the problems in attracting 
youths to become apprentices \in the 
building industry is to instil into them 
the fact that building work is a creative 
thing and not a series of repetitive pro- 
cesses. In addition to the economic 
factors which to-day make the building 
industry an attractive one for young people, 
the psychological factor must not be 
ignored. Although the recent statement 
by the Minister of Works on the serious- 
ness of the recruitment position into the 
industry has lemt additional point to a 
problem which the members of this 
federation have been taking energetic 
steps to tackle for many years, the prob- 
lem remains.- All: measures taken . to 
interest boys in building must be very 
helpful at the present stage. 


As you have already annouriced in your 
columns, the Federation of Master 
Builders is sponsoring a competition for 
apprentices and building students in the 
London atea which will take the form of 
the making of a model of the Congrega- 
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tional Church on ‘the Lansbury Site at 
Poplar. 


The federation is gratified by the fact. 


that nearly 200 entries have been received 
and the winning models will be exhibited 
on the federation’s stand at the Building 
Exhibition at Olympia on November 14. 
In addition, the federation hopes to 
arrange, early in November, a public 
viewing of the entries. 


The national council of the federation 
believes that by measures of this kind, 
not only will young men in the industry 
realise that an ever growing interest is 
being taken by employers in their training 
and welfare, but also that other young 
people will be encouraged to enter the 
industry. 


L. B. VENNING, F.C.A., Secretary, 
Federation of Master Builders. 


26, Great Ormond-street, W.C.1. 


RESALE OF HOUSES BUILT 
UNDER LICENCE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—My reply to Mr. Chilton’s 
question of September 28—‘‘ Should 
the selling price of the house be subject 
to a percentage increase due to increased 
prices of labour and materials during the 
progress of building ”’—is No, nor do I 
agree that an anomaly has been created. 
The cost of the house was agreed with the 
builder in September, 1950, and in the 
absence of any provision as to extras or 
variations, the contract stands as it was 
made in 1950. And the contract need not 
be in writing. If a builder makes a 
bargain with another without stipulations, 
and is clear and precise about it, the law 
will enforce him to keep to his bargain. 
If I hold up my hand for a taxicab and 
cause the flag to be pulled down, and I 
afterwards change my mind about wanting 
the cab, the driver would be justified in 
treating my tacit act as a contract to 
recover his fare calculated on the distance 
of one mile, and if I allowed the case to go 
to a court of law, and it was mentioned 
that taxi-fares had increased at midnight, 
an hour after I had waved my hand, the 
driver would not be entitled ta such 
increasements. 
W. MacDona.p. 


16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


a#*« We think our correspondent missed the point 
of Mr. Chilton’s letter which was, briefly, that a person 
building a house for his own occupation is given a 
fixed selling price based on costs ruling at the time the 
licence was issued, and that, because of rising costs, 
the selling price should be subject to a percentage to 
bring it into line. Readers’ views on this would be 
welcomed.—ED. 


HANDLING CEMENT IN BULK 
To the Editor of The Builder: 
IR,—With reference to the article 


in your issue of September 21, we. 


note that it is felt by F. Shepherd and 
Son, Ltd., that cement manufacturers 
should take over responsibility for the 
transport of cement in bulk by the 
method described, as in Sweden. Cement 
manufacturers are anxious to continue 
delivering cement as cheaply as possible 
and we, as a company, are sending out 
approximately 1,200 tons daily in bulk 
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in standard vehicles of the tipping type, 
which are run not only by us, but by 
nearly all building contractors and builders’ 
merchants. 


The vehicles described in your article 
are single-purpose ones. The equipment 
they carry is expensive and wasteful in 
payload compared with a tipper. May 
we interpose here in case of misunder- 
standing, that we have nothing but 
admiration for Messrs. Shepherd’s enter- 
prise and skill in tackling this problem 
and publicising it. Technically it works 
very well and most important, is: clean ; 
there is no doubt that they have done a 
great service to all concerned in this 
problem. We suggest, however, that 
elevating machinery, whether this is 
to be from pressurised containers or any 
other form of pump or bucket elevator, 
should, whilst being mobile, be normally 
kept on the site and not carted up and 
down with each load of cement from the 
works, as this must add to the cost, 


Cement can be tipped, and with proper . 


precautions reasonably cleanly, into mobile 
site containers or pits in the ground and 
elevated thence by pump or bucket- 
elevators into small silos such as employed 
by Messrs. Shepherd. The site equip- 
ment should and can be both simple and 
standard, and we feel that as this is the 
line that will be taken by the great 
majority of users, it is the one we must 
cater for. 


The Cement and Concrete Association 
hope to publish a brochure in the very 
near future giving full and alternative 
recommendations on these lines. 

V. C. ELLIson, 
Director, The Cement 
; Marketing Co., Ltd. 

Portland House, 

Tothill-street, S.W.1. ’ 


NUISANCE. BY SPARROWS 
To the Editor of The Builder: 


IR,—I should be very glad to know if 
you can offer any advice to eliminate 
the nuisance caused by sparrows taking 
up permanent residence in a. works 
canteen. We have covered all opening 
windows with netting and have endeav- 
oured to eliminate all other points of 
access, but birds still enter through open 
doors, ventilators, and similar places, 
and are causing considerable nuisance. 


We would like to know if there is a 
spray, or similar deterrent, which might 
persuade these unwanted guests to take 
up alternative domicile. It might be that 
some of your readers have experienced 


similar trouble, and if you have any ° 


information: or advice it would be much 
appreciated. 
StaFF ARCHITECT. 


Our cerrespondent will doubtless recall 
that the problem is not a. new one ; in fact, 
when the Great Exhibition building was 
erected in Hyde Park in 1851, enclosing as it 
did certain of the trees, and the branches 
broke into early bud, the plague of sparrows 
was so great that it was feared the Queen 
would be unable to venture within with any 
safety. The problem was put to the Duke of 
Wellington, always the final. arbiter, and 
his advice was terse and to the point: ‘‘ Get 
sparrowhawks.” According to_ historians 
the remedy proved successful.—Ep. . 
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HOUSING AND THE 
ELECTION 
Labour and Conservative Policies 
on House Building 


ABOUR and Conservative Parties have 

this week issued their election mani- 

festos. From them we reprint those portions 
relating to housing and allied subjects. 


THE LABOUR MANIFESTO 


Published on September 30, and adopted 
at the conference at Scarborough, the Labour 
Party manifesto’s* reference to housing is as 
follows:— ; 

“Under Labour more than 1,300,000 new 
dwellings have been built since the war. We 
shall maintain the present rate of 200,000 
new houses a year and increase it as soon as 
raw materials and manpower can be spared. 
Most of these houses will as now be built 
for rent and not for sale, and for the benefit 
of those whose housing need is greatest. 

“We shall give security to householders 
and shopkeepers by leasehold enfranchise- 
ment and by other changes in the law.” 


THE CONSERVATIVE POLICY 


"THE Conservative and Unionist Central 
Office on Thursday issued their policy 

statementt. From the section dealing with 

housing we take the following extracts:— 

“We shall regard it as our first social 
objective to ensure to every family a separate 
and proper home. Without a home, or the 
prospect of a home, independence and self- 
respect are impossible. . . . The Conservative 
Party will give housing first priority after 
national defence, without which no home is 
safe. A year ago we announced our aim of 
building 300,000 houses'a year. That figure 
stands. It will be reached as fast as rearma- 
ment allows. : 

“ Some simplification of building standards 
without a reduction in room area has recently 
been introduced. This is a step Conserva- 
tives have long urged, so that more houses 
at lower rents can be provided. By pre- 
fabrication and other methods, any local 
shortage of skilled labour can be mitigated. 
We shall also encourage the payment of 
extra rewards for skill and energy among 
building workers. We shall tackle the prob- 
lem of materials, ensure a smoother flow of 
orders in building and give to the brick- 
making industry the confidence which comes 
from knowledge of a continuous and stable 
demand. 


Houses te Let 

“There should be no reduction in. the 
number of houses and flats to let. This is 
a responsibility that local authorities will 
and must take. More freedom will also be 
given to the private builder. If a man wants 
to build his own home, we mean to see that 


‘he thas the chance to do so. The present 


system of restrictive licensing will be pro- 
gressively reduced, but not so as to permit 
unnecessary building or jerry-building. 
“We shall review the Rent Restriction Acts. 
Rent restriction is essential to protect the 


‘tenant as long as there is a shortage of the 


particular type of house in which he lives. 
But the present law is chaotic and causes 
hardship to both tenant and landlord by 
allowing property to deteriorate. Without 
proper repairs and improvements, houses 
become slums. That is happening now. 
Despite their promises at the last election, 
Socialists have simply postponed a decision 





~*Transport House, Smith-square, $.W.1. 
+Britain Strong and Free.” Issued from Abbey 
House, 2-8, Victoria-Street, S.W.1. 
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on leasehold reform for two years. Conser- 
vatives favour permanent changes in the law 
relating to improvements, repairs and main- 
tenance, and greater security for ground 
lessees during the present period of excepti- 
ona! housing shortage. 


Land Development 


“The sale of land for the building of 
houses and for development of all kinds has 
been hampered by the Socialist Town and 
Country Planning Act. This has brought 
the planning of land use into disrepute. Con- 
servatives want to see that the land is used 
properly and that its beauties and amenities 
are preserved. Procedure for obtaining 
planning permission can be simplified, and 
appeals must be heard by a properly constitu- 
ted tribunal. 

“The Development Charge has worked 
very unfairly and has also impeded good 
development. The present scheme for com- 
pensation gives inadequate sums to many 
who suffer genuine loss, but at the same 
time it hands out taxpayers’ money to others 
who would lose nothing. This must .be 
drastically altered. We shall proceed on the 
principle that for certain classes of property 
there should be no development charge and 
no compensation. For others there should 
be full compensation and a corresponding 
charge. There must be a right of appeal 
against assessments.” 


Sir Harry Selley’s Analysis 
(THE issues which the country is facing 

during the Election in regard to hous- 
ing and general building matters were the 
subject of a speech by Sir Harry Selley, 
J.P., national president of the Federation of 
Master Builders, at the opening of the 
annual conference of the south-west region 
of the federation at Oldway, Paignton, on 
September 28.. “I want to say straight away 
and without any hesitation, that I firmly 
believe that at no time since 1945 have 
British house-builders been given a real 
chance to show the country what they can 
do. The great potential of the house- 
building industry has never been allowed 
to get into top gear,” he said. 

If more houses were to be put up during 
the next few years and if, at the same time, 
the country’s needs in factories, schools, 
hospitals and all the rest were to be satis- 
fied, then the master builders and their large 
army of operatives must be assured of the 
right atmosphere to get on with the job 
properly. These conditions were inextricably 
bound up with the issues coming before the 
electorate and must be studied carefully. 

“First. Plentiful supplies of building 
materials must be readily available at the 
right time and at the right places. This 
presupposes that the merchant, who has a 
lifetime’s knowledge of his business, must 
be freely allowed to search for and buy 
materials, particularly timber, abroad and 
to make them available to the industry in 
this country,” Sir Harry Selley continued. 
“ Government bulk-buying has resulted in 
short supplies and high prices. The. home- 
producer of building materials—bricks, 
cement, etc.—must be allowed to expand his 
production with a feeling of confidence. The 
arbitrary changes in Government building 
policy and programmes after the war. years 
has not given this confidence. The. expan- 
sion of factories and the purchase of new 
machinery. is a. very. expensive business. 
Firms wanting to expand must feel. that 
having invested heavily, their works will not 
stand idle because of some-sudden change in 
building policy. 
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“Second. Britain’s master builders must 
be given a chance to utilise their .skills and 
organising abilities to the full. Between the 
two world wars, over four million houses 
were built and these houses were, in the 
main, low-cost ones and built for owner- 
occupation. Since 1945, the builders who 
erected these low-cost houses have been 
virtually put out of business by the Govern- 
ment’s insistence on the out-of-date and 
uneconomic ratio system, whereby only one 
house for owner-occupation can be built 
to every four built by local authorities for 
letting. Even this ratio has been fictitious, 
as in many parts of the country no licences 
to build private houses have been granted at 
all. The result has been that tens of thou- 
sands of people are now living in State- 
subsidised houses who would have been 
willing to build their own homes at no cost 
at all to the rates and taxes. To bring 
back the fundamental right of a British 
citizen to choose whether he wishes to live 
in a new house of his own or in a State- 
subsidised council dwelling must surely be 
one Of the objectives before all democratic 
Britons. 

“Third. Building is an ever-developing 
industry and at all times scientific research 
is making available new machines, new 
materials and new techniques to the industry. 
Forward-looking master builders are anxious 
to apply these methods more widely, but 
again the atmosphere must be right. At the 
moment, crippling taxation makes it ir- 
creasingly difficult for the small and 
medium-sized building firms to re-equip 
themselves with modern machines. It must 
also be apparent that a long-term, settled, 
expansionist building policy is necessary 
before even the larger firms find it 
economical to invest large ‘sums of money 
for new machinery. It is quite obvious that 
industry must be given an opportunity to 
modernise itself from its own legitimate 
earnings. 


Productivity the Key 


“Fourth. The whole question of produc- 
tivity or rate of output must be gone into 
and stepped up. To achieve this in the 
building industry, a real combined operation 
must be put into effect. Master builders, 
building operatives, materials producers 
and suppliers, architects, surveyors, building 
owners and the public authorities have all 
a part to play. With greater production, 
the whole national cake can be increased 
and building costs, in common with other 
costs, decrease. Perhaps this whole question 
of productivity, with its inter-related one of 
rewards or incentives for it, is the key to 
the whole situation. It seems quite obvious 
that a spreading of incentives to produce 
more over the whole building industry 
must be a cardinal point in plans ‘for the 
future.” 

Lastly, the speaker emphasised that’ ' the 
building industry had- been given a. clean 
bill of health by a full-scale Government 
inquiry which reported last year. This 
demonstrated that the expensive experiments 
by local authorities in building their ewn 
houses were unnecessary and that the 
fatuous talk of nationalising the ‘building 
industry indulged in by certain elements ‘was 
completely out of tune with the: times. 
Given the right physical and psychological 
conditions, the industry as at present con- 
stituted could be fully effective. 

““We builders are ready to get on with 
the job. On October 25 the electorate will 
decide whether we will be allowed: to do 
so,” Sir Harry Selley concluded. 
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RESEARCH ON BUILDING MATERIALS 


General Trends 


Shae high cost of building is probably 

the most serious problem facing the 
building industry to-day, said Mr. T. W. 
PARKER, deputy director of building 
research at the Building Research Station, 
when he read a paper on the “ General 
Trends in Research on Building Materials ”’ 
at the Building Research Congress held in 
London recently. We publish the follow- 
ing extracts from his paper :— 


The relative proportion of cost due to 
materials and to labour differs in different 
countries, but the cost of materials is never 
negligible and is often the. greater part. 
The problem is so urgent and widespread 
that it might be expected that a-high 
concentration of effort of research would 
have reduction in costs as its objective. 
At first sight, it does not appear that there 
is this concentration of effort, because the 
modes -of attack are not always obviously 
related to this objective. The problem 
has, in fact, considerable complications 
and it is worth while to examine the: posi- 
tion in more detail. 


In the first place, the major building 
materials are mostly either natural products 
or products removed from the natural by 
only one or two stages of simple processing 
and are already very cheap if compared 
either by unit volume or unit weight with 
materials used in other industries. The 
expense lies less in the cost per unit than 
in the number of units required for even 
the smallest building. The general direc- 
tion of research on materials’ has been 
towards improved quality of performance, 
because of a user-need for something 
better than existed. But the scope for 
improvement without introducing addi- 
tions to the manufacturing processes is 
limited in many cases, so that the search 
for improvement in quality would. often 
tend to increase rather than to decrease. 
the first cost of materials. This, subject 
is considered in a separate section below, 


In the second place, there is the possi- 
bility of reducing the amount of material 
required for any given building. This can 
be considered both in terms of planning 
of occupancy space and also by refinements 
in structural design. The Iatter is closely 
linked with performance of materials. 
For example, much possible refinement is 
lost if the variability. of a product is high. 
On :the other hand, to improve quality 
by a reduction in variability may increase 
the cost of the materials. The balance 
between these two is an important prob- 
lem which is recognised in papers given 
later on some specific examples. 


THE INFLUENCE OF COST 


Apart from these, the influence of the 
cost question, on building materials re- 
search is shown by a shift of concentration 
on to those materials which are least 
expensive, often in the direction of trying 
te improve them sufficiently but at mini- 
mum cost, so that they become capable 
of being.used in positions requiring fairly 
high quality. For example, it may be 
possible to raise the quality of a material 


previously used only in interiors, so that | 


it can be used on external elements, as 
has been done in the United Kingdom 
with, clinker blocks. Another direction 
is in investigating the possibilities of 
inexpensive by-products or waste products 
from other industries. Furnace clinker 
as used in clinker blocks is one example, 
blastfurnace slag is a second ; both have 
been used successfully. Other examples 
are pulverised fuel ash, sawdust, slate 
waste, and so on. 


It is necessary also to consider how a 
reduction in the standard of quality needed 
to meet accepted functional requirements 
would achieve the desired results. How- 
ever, it is not difficult to show that the 
results might be much below what. was 
desired. It has already been noted that 
economies in structural design may require 
a higher quality, at least in degree of 
variability. A reduction in quality would 
have the converse effect from the stryc- 
tural point of view and would probably 
mean that more material would be required. 
A lower standard of durability might mean 
no more than higher maintenance costs, 
but it might mean a performance capable 
of being maintained only with the greatest 
difficulty. 


A lowering in quality in the sense of 
reduced thermal insulation would tend to 
defeat its own ends in affecting fuel 
economy adversely, and soon. The case 
for maintaining a standard of good quality 
in building materials and in the combina- 
tion of materials making a structure is a 
strong one. If the building industry had 
strong technical staffing it would be poss- 
ible to suggest one or two ways in which a 
reduction in standards could be attempted, 
using additional technical devices to avoid 
the extra element of risk incurred, but a 
general lowering would seem inadvisable. 


INCREASED SPEED OF ERECTION 


The speeding up of building operations 
after the 1914-18 war produced problems 
and troubles in the finished building ; 
the need to solve these was one of the 
factors in the United Kingdom which led 
to the founding of a Building Research 
Station. The speed-up in this case was 
attempted while very largely retaining 
the use of traditional materials. 


When the attempt to reduce the number 
of man-hours for a given building is made 
by means of non-traditional methods, as 
at the present time, problems are pre- 
sented at once in the building material 
field. The relative importance of the 
different materialsis altered and, within any 
one material type, the relative importance of 
different properties is also altered. For 
example, a move towards “dry” con- 
struction brings into prominence the 
extended use of sheet materials and of 
jointing mastics, and emphasises the need 
for certain properties in these which they 
may not have had before. Experience in 
this country does also suggest that it 
increases. the need for close linking of all 
branches of building research, especially 
in those cases where the absence of tradi- 
tional experience means that the ultimate 
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performance has to be deduced solely 
from a scientific or technical analysis. 


An example may illustrate this point. 
In the United Kingdom, traditional build- 
ing has not made much use of imperme- 
able outer claddings, except to a certain 
degree on roofs.. There is also.a discernible 
difference between the broad design. of 
roofs and. walls. Roofs make use of a 
series of materials each performing one 
function—an outer layer as the weather 
resisting skin, a second insulating layer 
and a third for structural support. The 
wall materials, on the other hand, fre- 
quently have multiple functions—weather 
resisting, structural and insulating. If 
we now consider a non-traditional con- 
struction in which the outer layer. is 
impermeable in both walls and_ roofs, 
e.g. metal. sheeting, and in which. walls 
and roofs ‘both contain single-purpose 
materials, we have to try to foresee at 
what possible points problems may occur. 
Some will be obvious ; the ‘durability 
of the metal and the greater difficulty of 
avoiding rain penetration at joints are 
examples. Others are less obvious purely 
from the building material point of view. 
They do not become obvious until the 
whole structure is considered, together 
with factors such as the heating and ventila- 
tion, the appliances to be used by the 
occupants, and soon. When this is done 
a problem such as that of avoidance of 
condensation in the interior may become 
considerable and only soluble by joént 
investigation. 


USE OF SUBSTITUTES 
A great deal of time has had to be spent 


during and since the war on the develop- 


ment of materials or on the transfer or 
adaptation of materials to serve functions 
caused: by the absence or scarcity of the 
accepted materials. ‘The accepted mater- 
ials may have become scarce because of the 
inability to match an increased volume of 
building by an increased production, but 
frequently the cause of scarcity has been 
outside the normal field of building 
altogether. Especially in the last case 
there is little opportunity to foresee the 
scarcity and to carry out the necessary 
research in advance. The result is that 
when investigation comes to be made, 
there is an unavoidable waste, since the 
urgency for quick results. is increased. 
Further, the lack of knowledge whether 
the scarcity will be prolonged or whether 
it may be relieved at short notice tends 
to lead to the adoption of temporary 
expedients rather than to the discovery 
of alternative materials of permanent 
value. Where it has been accepted that a 
shortage is likely to continue, the con- 
verse has happened; the incentive to 
develop alternative materials has produced 
those of permanent value. A notable 
example of this is in the alternatives to 
softwood boards found for floor surfacing. 


The problem of alternatives is quite 
closely linked with the problems which 
have emanated from non-traditional build- 
ing. Solutions have often . involved 
changes in design outlook to make use of 
other known materials in ways different 
from normal ; problems of -identification 
of desirable properties, which have lain 








October 


dormant 
was giv 
come liv 
have ac 
building 
Amor 
research 
by the 
regions 
traditior 
sidered 
increasil 
greater 
of man 
limit t 
material 
depend 
of mos 
material 
aspect 
may en 
quality 
of adeq 
Agair 
itt 
properti 
sands. 
limited 
there is 
quality 
may le: 
lower g 
more e 
able. ‘ 
no sou1 
but onl 
give le 
normal 
researcl 
by desi 
or by 
these d 


G 


In ¢ 
possibl 
and mi 
limits « 
followi1 
more i 

Witt 
materi: 
many } 
studies 
durabil 
doing s 
studies 
fundan 
buildin 
on bu 
comple 
of. the 
at the ¢ 
of buil 
side is 
a mu 
existed 
proble: 
of, an 
the de 
ing. I 
exist, | 
project 
at prol 

Ina 
side, i1 
pilot: } 
needed 


slely 


int. 
lild- 
me- 


‘ible 
.. of 
f a 
one 
ther 
ayer 


fre- 
her 

If 
on- 


ofs, 
alls 
ose 

at 


lity 

‘of 
are 
ely 


the 
ner 
la- 
the 


ne 


ne 
mnt 


© OD Oo 


Sl es oe oS 








October 5 1951 


dormant while some accepted procedure 
was giving trouble-free results, have be- 
come live and the solutions ‘in either case 
have advanced the general science of 
building. 

Amongst the early problems of building 
research were those which were caused 
by the introduction of materials into 
regions where they were unfamiliar to the 
traditional crafts. It is usually con- 
sidered that this occurred partly through 
increasing facilities for transport and the 
greater use of mass-production methods 
of manufacture. There is, however, a 
limit to this movement of low-cost 
materials. Most industrial countries do 
depend to a large extent on the production 
of most of their own major building 
materials. From this point of view, an 
aspect affecting research on materials 
may emerge. The general aim of high 
quality may need modification to an aim 
of adequate quality. 


Again illustrating this with an example, 
it is possible to specify the desirable 
properties of building and _ concreting 
sands. The highest quality may be 
limited to a few natural deposits. If 
there is too much insistence on the highest 
quality product in all circumstances it 
may lead to exhaustion of supplies. A 
lower grade would often be adequate and 
more economical of the resources avail- 
able. On the other hand, there may be 
no sources of the most desirable material 
but only supplies of material which would 
give less than perfect results if used 
normally, and this calls for a form of 
research to show in what way (whether 
by design, or by altered craft processes, 
or by modified manufacturing process) 
these difficulties can be overcome. 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 


In this paper the author had found it 
possibly only to consider general trends, 
and much had to be omitted. Within the 
limits of the subject matter discussed the 
following appeared to him to be the 
more important conclusions:— 


Within the existing pattern of building 
material research as it has existed now for 
many years, room must be made for wider 
studies than those -which relate only to 
durability and weather resistance. In 
doing so, the importance of comprehensive 
studies, including more long range and 
fundamental research, on the individual 
building materials is increased. Research 
on building materials has never been 
completely independent of the problems 
of the building industry as.a whole, but 
at the present time there are some problems 
of building which, so far as the materials 
side is concerned, can only be attacked by 
a much closer integration than has 
existed before. Examples of these 
problems include the need to reduce costs 
of, and man-hours in, construction, and 
the developments in non-traditional build- 
ing. It means, in effect, that there have to 
exist, side by side, subject research and 
project research, the latter being directed 
at problems of buildings as a whole. 


In addition, on the exclusively materials 
side, increased attention to research of the 
pilot: plant type and production type is 
needed. Many processes have been 


THE BUILDER 


virtually untouched so far by this kind 
of research. 


The need for development of sufficiently 
reliable but very simple field tests is an 
urgent matter. The spread of thé use of 
science in building requires them, while 
they will also be needed to help to keep 
costs down in modification of processes 
designed to reduce variability. In the last 
case, the cost of testing can add appreciably 
to the cost of the finished product. 


U.N. AND BUILDING 
RESEARCH 


The Need for International 
Collaboration 


(THE second meeting of the Building 

Research Organising Committee of the 
United Nations was held at Maidenhead 
recently. The committee, consisting of 
representatives of seven countries and seven 
non-governmental international organisa- 
tions, under the chairmanship of Mr. R. 
Fitzmaurice, U.K., is a subsidiary organ of 
the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe’s Housing Sub-Committee and 
was appointed to examine the neéd for, and 
possible nature of, new arrangements for 
international collaboration in building 
research. 

At the first meeting the committee had 
worked out in detail the scope and nature 
of international collaboration and ways and 
méans of international research organisa- 
tions working together. The second meefing 
was marked by three further steps forward. 

First, note was taken of the first edition 
of a “Directory of Building Research and 
Development Organisations in Europe” 
(reviewed on page 460). 

Following a decision taken at the first 
meeting, the committee next selected, out 
of a considerable number of subjects put 
forward for consideration, three on which 
international collaboration should begin 
forthwith on a pilot scale: — ; 

1. The volume of habitable rooms,. with 
particular relation to ceiling heights. 

2. The use of common flues venting 
several heating appliances in multi-storey 
dwellings. 

3. The studies of the economy of multi- 
storey dwellings in terms of variations in 
height and width on plan. 

It will be some time before the fruits of 
collaboration in these three fields can be 
seen, but the committee considered that the 
subjects chosen would be suitable as a test 
of methods of international collaboration, 
since many fields’ of research activity would 
be brought into play. 

The third step was a careful examination 
by the committee of the existing arrange- 
ments for international collaboration in 
building research. A thorough survey of 
the work of each international organisation 
in the field of building research had been 
prepared as a basis for discussion, which 
reached the conclusion that :— 

The most important aspects of building 
research which are at present the subject 
of systematic or effective arrangements 
for international collaboration are research 
into concrete and other building materials 
through the Union of Laboratories, 
research into illumination organised by 
the International Commission on Illumina- 
tion, and research into soil mechanics 
arranged by the International Society of 
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Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineer- 
ing. This leaves a large, indeed the 
greater, part of the field of building 
research as a whole not covered by any 
effective arrangements for international 
collaboration. Important examples which 
can be cited are the whole field of build- 
ing methods and operations, building 
design, and large parts of suth fields as 
building structures, user requirements, 
town planning and building economics. 


Subject to -small amendments in detail, 
the committee accepted the report prepared 
as a fair statement of. the existing arrange- 
ments for international collaboration and 
of the manifold gaps in the existing 
arrangements. 


The way is now clear for an examination 
by the committee of the need for new inter- 
national arrangements and the nature of 
such arrangements. This will be undertaken 
at the next meeting in Genéva next month. 


E.C.E. AND TIMBER 


Equalisation of Timber Exports 
and Imports Probable 
UROPE’S sawn softwood import re- 
quirements for 1951 would appear to 
be covered more or less by the quantities 
available for export. It is not, therefore, 
likely that amy particular difficulties will 
arise in this connection during the rest of 
the current year. According to present 
calculations, the 1952 supplies of sawn 
softwood for the European market would 
also appear to be assured. On the other 
hand, the inadequacy of pitprop supplies 
gives rise to serious concern, as the pitprop 
deficiency for 1952 is estimated at approxi- 
mately 2,000,000 cubic metres. 


Such are the main conclusions resulting 
from the work of the eighth session of the 
Timber Committee of the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Europe just held at Geneva. 
Prospective sdwn softwood imports, includ- 
ing boxboards, for 1951, are estimated at 
3.64 million standards. This figure, which 
comprises the imports of Europe and the 
Middle East, as well as the imports of over- 
seas countries from European sources, ex- 
ceeds the estimate of import requirements 
arrived at by the Timber Committee at its 
last session, in October, 1950, by approxi- 
mately 300,000 standards. This is Mainly 
due to the fact that United Kingdom imports 
will exceed previous estimates by half a 
million standards. 

Among the questions discussed by the 
Timber Committee was that of more 
rational utilisation of wood, upon which a 
detailed programme was drawn up provi¢- 
ing for joint action with F.A.O. Another 
problem considered was the need to set up 
a Timber Documentation Centre for Euro- 
pean countries. 

The committee also took note of a report 
prepared by the International Labour 
Organisation on European Woodworking 
Schools, dealing among other things with in- 
ternational exchange of ~ information, 
exchange of technicians and instructors, and 
exchange of students. The development of 
these woodworking schools and exchanges 
is to be organised within the framework of 
the expanded programme of technical 
assistance. Lastly, the committee received 
a summary of the preliminary conclusions 
of a comprehensive timber trends study, 
undertaken jointly by the E.C.E. and F.A.O. 
Secretariats, the final results of which will 
probably be known in the course of 1952. 
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PLANNING ON A 


THE BUILDER 


NATIONAL BASIS: 


A Critical Analysis 


HE view that county planning policy 
-should become, where it had not 
already become so, by far the most 
important concern of county government 
was expressed by Mr. Henry W. WELLS, 
F.R.1.C.S., when he gave. a ‘critical 
analysis of the working of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, at the Town 
and Country Planning Summer School, 
Oxford, on September 18. 


It was often remarked, with justification, 
he thought, that it was too soon to form 
any clear views on how the 1947 Act was 
working. Neither the planning provisions 
nor the financial provisions (Parts VI 
and VII in particular) had been fairly 
tested. As regards the first, ‘‘develop- 
ment plans” had still to be submitted 
to the Minister and discussed in public, 
and as regards the latter, Part VI claims 
were still being settled and the Treasury 
scheme for distributing the £300m. 
had yet to be published. But it was not 
too early to form a provisional view as to 
whether the principal objects of the Act 
had been or were in the process of being 
achieved. 


For the purposes of such an examina- 
tion, he said, it was reasonable to take 
into account the effect of other planning 
legislation such as the National Parks 
Act (which had not had much time to 
have effect), and the New Towns Act, as 
both of these Acts formed part of the 
solution to the planning problems set 
out in the three great reports which he 
had mentioned, and of the attempt to 
create an effective national planning ad- 
ministration. 


OBFECTS OF THE PLANNING 
ACTS 


The three Acts taken together had four 
principal objects, he thought :—(A) To 
put planning on a national basis. (B) To 
ensure that planning administration would 
be flexible. .(C) To enable planning to be 
positive as well as regulatory. (D) To 
solve the compensation-betterment prob- 
lem, a solution which it was assumed was 
necessary before the three previous objects 
could be attained. 


He went on to consider each of these 
objects separately, and on the question of 
putting planning on a national basis, he 
said :— 


The old cry for a national plan has to 
a great extent died down. It represented 
a too common misunderstanding of the 
meaning and objects of planning. There 
should not be a national plan in the sense 
that the central government lays down 
a rigid code, departure from which might 
be regarded as a defeat of planning, but 
there most certainly can and should be a 
national planning policy which is capable 
of being adjusted to suit ever-changing 
conditions. There is a subtle distinction 
between a plan and a policy, for the first 
denotes rigidity, the second flexibility. 
It is not only the existence of a policy 
but also its pursuit which must bé looked 
at to see whether planning is in fact on a 
national basis. The present national 


planning policy can be broadly summarised 
as :—(a) The protection wherever possible 
of good agricultural land against building 
development. (b) The decongestion of 
the industrial cities and conurbations (a 
horrible and ugly word). (c) The encour- 
agement of industrial development in 
areas of possible unemployment, and dis- 
couragement in areas well served by 
industry. (d) The protection of national 
heritages such as areas of scenic beauty 
and historical buildings. (e) The deploy- 
ment of the national and created wealth of 
the country to the greatest national 
advantage. 


SLOWNESS IN IMPLEMENTATION 


To many it will seem that the imple- 
mentation of this policy has been slow, 
but it has most certainly been noticeable. 
The slowness is not due, so far as one can 
judge in these early days, to any defects 
in the Acts. The retarding factor has 
been the post-war economic condition of 
the country. The over-riding necessity 
to encourage exports, and now so unfor- 
tunately to rearm, has sometimes resulted 
in decisions of expediency, which has 
meant that the national planning policy 
has had to be’ adjusted. The planning 
Acts would be bad legislation if they 
prevented this sort of adjustment follow- 
ing relatively sudden changes in our 
economic position. The overall success 
of the execution of the national policy 
can, to a considerable degree, be fairly 
measured by the extent of general compre- 
hension and acceptance as to what is the 
national policy, and this acceptance is 
very wide. 


Few people would suggest that the 
policy is being executed smoothly, albeit 
slowly, in all its facets. For example, the 
decentralisation of the great cities is not 
working as well as it might. I know of 
cases where industries and workers have 
moved out of London to expanded or new 
towns, only to leave the industrial pre- 
mises thus vacated to be reoccupied by 
other industries. ‘Too much of this pro- 
cess would clearly result in the great 
“* conurbations”? being increased instead 
of reduced. It is sometimes suggested 
that the Government should provide 
money to the ‘“exporting’’ authorities 
so that they can acquire the industrial 
premises at the time that they are vacated. 
But this would be a mistaken policy while 
every square foot of industrial floor space 
is required for production, be it wrongly 
sited or not. I therefore doubt whether 
at a time like thé present there is any 
satisfactory solution to this particular 
difficulty. In spite of this opinion, I 
believe that decentralisation is becoming 
fashionable, and that the process once 
well primed by the operation of statutory 
powers will continue largely of its own 
volition at increasing speed, because it 
will become “ the thing to do.” The latest 
census figures seem to support this view, 
although it is impossible to say to what 
extent these figures are affected by the 
aftermath of war-time evacuation. Let us 
not forget that the success of planning in 
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a democratic state is dependent upon 
“putting over” to the public those 
habits of working and living which are 
necessary to the satisfactory pursuit of 
the, planning policy. ‘ 


Another example sometimes mentioned. 


to illustrate the ineffectualness of planning 
policy is the “listing” of buildings of 
historical or architectural merit, which has 
proceeded apace. It is said that unless 
funds are available for the preservation of 
these national treasures, many of them will 
reach a condition where they will be past 
repair. To preserve a Georgian house 
only to watch it become derelict is a little 
absurd. ‘There is sense in this line of 
thought, particularly when applied to the 
stately homes of England. We must not, 
however, underestimate the extent to 
which “ listing ’’ has created .a conscious- 
ness of what is worth preserving. People 
are becoming increasingly proud of owning 
a building which has been “ listed.” 


The Tree Preservation Order machinery 
is complex and difficult to administer, 
and is on this account not as effective as 
it should be in preserving hedgerows, 
trees and woodlands. The best agricul- 
tural land is being well protected so far 
as I can judge (although there are occa- 
sional letters to The Times from eminent 
agriculturalists who believe otherwise). 
Industry is moving to areas of possible 
unemployment. There is plenty of evi- 
dence of the effectiveness of the national 
policy in these directions. 


EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION 


The last of my five headings summaris- 
ing the national planning policy was “‘ The 
deployment of the national and created 
wealth of the country to the greatest 
national advantage.”” The achievement 
of this is, in my view, the supreme test 
of the working of the Acts. It can only be 
achieved by effective administration. 


It will be remembered that the Act, by 
transferring planning responsibility from 
the County District Councils to the 
Counties, had two important objects. 
First to put planning on a sufficiently 
broad basis so as to enable it to reflect 
national planning policy, yet still be in- 
fluenced by the, local viewpoint. 
Secondly, as a sequiter to the first, to 
enable planning to become part of govern- 
ment, as it must if it is to be national in 
conception and administration. This 
second object, the desirability of which 
was so well brought out by the Schuster 
Committee’s Report on Qualifications of 
Planners is, in my judgment, not being 
attained to the extent that it should. 


Some planning authorities, and it is by 
no means universal, regard the responsi- 
bility put on them under the 1947 Act 
as only incidental to their function as a 
local authority instead of an_ integral 
part of the responsibility of governing, 
to the same extent for example, as finance. 
Thus they are inclined to consider the 
preparation of a development plan as an 
end instead of an incident in the planning 
administration. The county planning 
policy, carefully dovetailed into the national 
policy, should permeate all the delibera- 
tions of a County Council. It should in a 
general way even influence the finance 
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committee on decisions which are not 
obviously connected with planning. It 
should become, ‘where it has not already 
done so, by far the most important con- 
cern of county government. 


PLANNING AND AMENITY 


Another symptom of the misunder- 
standirig of the place of planning :n local 
government is the confusion which I 
find exists between the words “ planning ” 
and “‘ amenity.”” The latter is only one 
of the many considerations to be taken 
into account in making a_ planning 
decision. ‘The belief sometimes held that 
planning must protect amenities at all 
costs is wholly wrong. If there is any 
consideration which should predominate 
over others it is national economics. 
Chapter 10 of the Minister’s Progress 
Report, 1943-1951, clearly explains the 
position of amenity in relation to planning 
and should not leave anybody with any 
doubts as to what the relationship should 
be. 


The enlargement of the statutory 
planning areas to the “ political’ boun- 
daries of each of the 145 administrative 
counties and county boroughs in England 
and Wales will not result in the effective 
implementation of the national planning 
policy unless there is more dovetailing 
of planning responsibility so that areas 
which should be regarded as one unit from 
an economic planning aspect are considered 
as a whole, even if the area spreads into 
more than one county. It would not 
only create complications but also be a 
blow to the autonomy and status of 
planning authorities if this criticism, 
where it applies, were not removed by 
their own initiative, but had to be left to 
the Minister to use his statutory powers 
to form “joint boards” to plan such 
areas. 


On the whole, in spite of the various 
points to which I have referred,.I think 
that planning is slowly but surély being 
put on the national basis that was intended 
when Parliament passed the Acts. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Mr. Wells went on to consider in 
greater detail the other three principal 
objects of the planning acts which he 
mentioned earlier in his paper and then 
broadly summarised his conclusions as :-— 

(i) Planning was being put on a national 
basis, and this process would continue 
successfully if planning authorities fully 
appreciated that planning was an integral 
part of government, both local and central, 
and that on them was the responsibility 


of pursuing the national policy. 


(ii) The object of the Act in creating 
a flexible planning administration was 
being achieved, but there was a danger 
that landowners and would-be-developers 
would be left in a state of uncertainty. 
The five-year review might be used by 
planning authorities as an excuse for 
deferring awkward decisions. 

(iii) Positive planning had so far been 
limited, due to general economic condi- 
tions and not to the Act. Some of the 
provisions of the Act, such as “ designa- 
tion of land as subject to compulsory 
purchase ”’ might not bring about positive 
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planning by private initiative as was 
intended. Positive planning could not 
be effective unless capital was made 
available for the purpose. It could not 
be left to private enterprise, but was 
substantially dependent upon public initia- 
tive and finance. 

(iv) Parts VI and VII of the Act were 
far from ideal. A different solution might 
have been more appropriate in the post- 
war circumstances, but it was probably 
too late to revise drastically. these parts of 
the Act. 


He had one comment to make in con- 
clusion. Increased production by harder 
work or better administration was the 
solution to the problems that confused 
this country. Town and country plan- 
ning could add to that confusion in a 
frightening way if badly administered, 
but it could also—not perhaps with 
immediate results—help to increase pro- 
duction by ensuring that land was pro- 
perly administered so that it was put to 
the best use. Planning.must not become, 
as the Spanish say : ‘“‘ Contrapruducente.” 
There was on this account a great respon- 
sibility, particularly at this time, on all 
who were concerned with the administra- 
tion of the Planning Acts. If town 
planning fell into disrepute because it 
had earned a reputation for hampering 
production or rearmament and _ our 
economic recovery, the fault would rightly 
be the planners. If ‘on the other hand 
they could show that town planning had 
helped towards the country’s recovery, 
the credit would be theirs. The ball was 
at the planners’ feet. 


LAW REPORT 
Building Licensing Prosecution 
NORTHUMBERLAND QUARTER. SESSIONS. 
BEFORE JUDGE THOMAS RICHARDSON. 


Rex v. Sir Stephen Middleton, T. W. Atkin- 
son, C, Phillimore and E. Hendersen 
and Sons, Ltd. 


GIR Stephen Hugh Middleton, Bt., 
42, landowner, of Belsay Castle, 
Northumberland, was fined £500 (the 


minimum) at Northumberland Quarter 
Sessions at Newcastle on September 27 for 
exceeding the building licence in rebuilding 
a farm, He was ordered to pay not more 
than £250 towards the costs of the prosecu- 
tion. 


Also fined £500 each for the offence were 
his estate agent, Thomas William Atkinson, 
40, of Wood House, Belsay; his architect, 
the Hon. Claud Phillimore, 40, of Lowndes- 
street, London, S.W.; and the builders, 
Messrs. E. Henderson and Sons, Ltd., of 
Ponteland, Northumberland. 

All pleaded guilty. 

The Chairman of the Bench, County 
Court Judge Thomas Richardson, said: 
“There are mitigating and unfortunate 
circumstances in the case. It is perfectly 
obvious to this Bench that none of these 
people would wish deliberately to flout the 
law, and that at any rate a great part of 
their fault has been the sin of omission 
rather than commission; because we have no 
doubt that if. proper steps had been taken 
they would. have been able to get supple-« 
mentary licences to complete ‘this house.” 


Mr. H. R. B. Shepherd, K.C., prosecuting, 
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said that Sir Stephen, the ninth baronet, was 
a considerable landowner and also owned 
a very large and rather unwieldy house. In 
order to. avoid the expenditure and trouble 
of keeping up that house he had rebuilt for 
his own occupation an old Georgian farm- 
house, Swanstead Farm, and an adjacent cot- 
tage. 


When the work was completed the 
Ministry of Works inspector had described 
it as “a beautiful building with no austerity 
finish about it.” 


Licences for. £7,100 had been granted for 
the work, but, accepting the figures of Sir 
Stephen’s quantity surveyor, the excess 
expenditure had been almost 100 per cent. 


Each defendant was liable to a fine up 
to a maximum of three times the excess 
expenditure—i.e., £21,000. 


Mr. G. Veale, KC., for Sir Stephen and 
Mr. Atkinson, said that Belsay Estate had 
been in the Middleton family for 700 years, 
and they had a tradition of service to the 
land which was not lightly to be broken. 
Sir Stephen had had the farmhouse rebuilt 
in order to form a centre for his extended 
farming operations, not just as something to 
gratify a rich man’s luxurious wishes. 


There were many delays in the work and 
much more had to be done than was at first 
thought. His clients thought that the excess 
spent on licensable work was about £3,500, 
Mr. Veale added. 


Mr. J. A. T. Hanlon, for the builders, said 
there had been a Henderson family business 
as far back as 1829 and it had an 
unblemished record. 


No major repairs had been done to Swan- 
stead Farm for over 20 years, but as a result 
of what his clients had done it might stand 
for or 200 years as a landmark of their 
wo 


Mr. G. Gardner, K.C., for Mr. Phillimore, 
said that the actual deviations from the licen- 
sed plan were very small, but there had been 
a combination of unfortunate circumstances. 
One was the relative inexperience of Mr. 
Phillimore. 


“ Swanstead Farm was his first job of 
importance. That is nothing at all against 
him. The most eminent surgeon has to 
operate on someone for his first operation, 
and somebody has to be the eminent 
barrister’s first client. 


“But a good many things happened in 
this case which would not have happened 
if the architect had had more experience. I 
think I would be right in saying that Mr. 
Phillimore is more the artist and designer 
than the practical businessman.” 


Housing Centre Report 


The fourteenth annual report of the Hous- 
ing Centre, recently published, is set out as 
a diary of the Centre’s activities for the 
period under review, August, 1950-July, 
1951. It is hoped that this will be a guide to 
those visitors who often ask what the Centre 
does. Each month different aspects of their 
work, which were specially prominent during 
that month, have been picked out for 
emphasis, though the basic work of the 
Centre as an information bureau and forum 
for the discussion of ideas occupies the com- 
mittee and the staff throughout the year. The - 
report pays tribute to subscribing members 
for continuing throughout the year to send 
in those subscriptions which enable the 
Centre to carry out its purpose. 











460 


READY -MIXED CONCRETE 
Circumstances in which its Use has 
Advantages for the Builder 


AMERICAN practice in the use of ready- 
mixed, or transit-mixed, concrete was 
one of the subjects surveyed by the British 
Building Productivity Team that visited the 
United States for the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity. The team recom- 
mended in its report that the technical 
possibilities of using this material in major 
centres in this country should be investigated. 
Experience with ready-mixed concrete is 
not very extensive in Great Britain, but 
there are at least five producing firms and 
a British Standard Specification is being pre- 
pared. The Ministry of Works has recently 
asked for the views of producers and users 
on the advantages and disadvantages of 
ready-mixed compared with site mixed con- 
crete, and the following notes,* which have 
been prepared by Mr. P. G. Denman, the 
Ministry’s Technical Editor, are based on 
information given in over 60 replies. 
Ready-mixed concrete is prepared to any 
desired specification. The dry materials are 
first mixed at central stations equipped with 
efficient weigh-batching plant and manned 
by experienced staff. They are then trans- 
ported to the site in mixers mounted on 
special trucks and the exact amount of water 
needed is added during transit. It is gene- 
rally agreed that the product is of higher 
and more uniform quality than is normally 
attained by site-mixing, except on large jobs 
where similar equipment is installed and 
quality control is of a high order. Pro- 
ducers usually guarantee the quality of their 
product and users who have carried out tests 
confirm that the guaranteed standard is 
well maintained. 


Saving of Labour 


The use of ready-mixed concrete gives 
scope for a considerable saving of labour 
on site operations, an important feature in 
the conditions prevailing to-day. No mixing 
team is required on the site and if arrange- 
ments are made to discharge trucks direct 
into formwork, labour for spreading can 
also be reduced. The increased speed in 
concreting may save time on the whole job. 

Ready-mixed concrete offers many advan- 
tages on congested sites and is particularly 
valuable for maintenance work and altera- 
tions in factories where the occupation of 
floor space can cause serious production de- 
lays. No space is required for a mixer or 
for dumps of material, no shelter is needed 
for cement stocks and a _ special water 
supply is unnecessary. 

By its use it is possible to escape some 
of the difficulties that beset concreting in 
winter and to avoid many of the delays to 
which site mixing is subject in adverse or 
unreliable weather. 

When using ready-mixed concrete it is 
more than ever important to plan the pro- 
gress of work very carefully. Delay in dis- 
charging trucks increases the cost of delivery 
and if too slow a delivery rate is arranged 
placing may be held up, causing extra cost 
on the site. The concrete is usually delivered 
in loads of two to three cubic yards. The 
whole load must be placed promptly or there 
may be a risk of premature setting. 

Suppliers have achieved a reputation for 
making deliveries to time, but it may be 
very difficult to maintain scheduled deliveries, 
to sites in congested city areas. A minor 
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difficulty is sometimes found on small jobs 
in ensuring that the last load is delivered in 
time to complete spreading before the 
normal .finishing hour. 


Delivery trucks require a firm road right 
up to the discharge point. If access to the 
site is poor it may not be possible to dis- 
charge direct into the formwork and extra 
handling and. spreading costs will reduce the 
advantage of using the material. 

The quality of ready-mixed cencrete is 
generally high, but its reliability could be 
affected by inaccurate control of mixing 
water during transit. This, however, should 
not happen with experienced truck drivers. 

There is also a risk of ready-mixed con- 
crete being spoiled on site by the addition of 
water to make it more workable. It is im- 
portant to place the concrete as soon as it 
is delivered without altering its condition in 
any way. 


Economic Factors 


Opinions do not differ greatly on the 
technical issues, but there is less general 
agreement in the field of economics due to 
the number of facters involved. The basis 
for comparison is, in itself, a difficulty. The 
cost of site-mixed concrete varies with the 
size of the job, weather conditions and 
details of organisation, while the cost of 


ready-mixed concrete depends greatly on w 


the distance travelled and the extent to which 
the material can be discharged straight into 
position from the truck. 

On the basis of these opinions, ready- 
mixed concrete is likely to be dearer on 
many jobs, estimates of the difference vary- 
ing from 5s. to 8s. a cubic yard, but the 
advantages of using it can offset its actual 
cost. As might be expected, in small quan- 
tities required intermittently within ten miles 
of a leading station, it is cheaper. 

Views given to the Ministry of Works in- 
dicate that builders. are likely to find it 
worth while to use ready-mixed concrete in 
any of the following circumstances:— 

(1) If it is essential to save time and 
arrangements can be made for rapid 
placing. , 

(2) Where the site is congested or if 
occupation of floor space may hold up 
other important work. 

(3) When it is important to avoid delays 
due to adverse weather conditions. 
Travelling distance from a loading station 

should generally be less than 20 miles, but 
in some cases longer distances can usefully 
be considered. 


U.N. DIRECTORY OF BUILDING 
RESEARCH 


Europe’s Need of Housing 


A searcH for “more rational house con- 
struction” is required to meet the vast 
backlog of housing needs in Europe, par- 
ticularly in face of growing competition 
to-day for labour and materials used in 
building, according to the new Building 
Research Directory* just published, in 
Geneva by the United Nations. 

The importance of sharing research results 
within the industry, and among countries, 





*The canna J of Building Research and Develop- 
ment Organisations in Europe (Geneva, 1951, 116 
pages) lists 379 organisations concerned. with build- 
ing research and development by name, country 
and subject. It will -be available from the 
Stationery Office, the authorised U.K. sales agents 
for U.N. Publications. (Sales number: 1951.1V.45; 
price 5s.) ; 
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is stressed. The directory itself is designed 
to aid in what it describes as “ the radically 
altered task” of the building industry; that 
of improving techniques to provide adequate 
housing “within a reasonable period of 
time.” Prepared by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe and pub- 
lished jointly by E.C.E. and the United 
Nations Department of Social Affairs, the 
manual is intended to facilitate direct inter- 
national contacts among those carrying on 
building research or concerned with utilisa- 
tion of its results. 

The directory lists government-sponsored 
organisations which have already been set 
up in some European countries to co-ordi- 
nate building research activities, as well ‘as 
specialised organisations concerned with 
specific aspects of research. Twenty-three 
international organisations which have a 
direct interest in some branches of building 
research are also listed. 


OBITUARY 
Ernest Gillick, A.R.A. 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Ernest Gillick, A.R.A.,\the sculptor, whose 
principal works were associated with archi- 
tecture and memorials. His last work was 
carried out recently, and consists of a tablet 
commemorating the work of the St. Paul’s 
atch during the war, which will shortly 
be dedicated in St. Paul’s Cathedral. Mr. 
Gillick executed the design free of charge 
as a tribute to the members of the Watch. 
© As a young man Mr. Gillick studied at 
the Royal College of Art, where he won 
a travelling scholarship. Later he served on 
the Faculty of Sculpture of the British 
School at Rome and on the Council of the 
Imperial Arts League. His characteristics as 
a sculptor are well seen in the figure for 
the Birmingham Hospital Centre “Ex 
Tenebris Lux,” which was exhibited in the 
Royal Academy of 1935 and was awarded 
the medal of the Royal Society of British 
Sculptors. In the same year he was elected 
Associate of the Royal Academy. 

Several. of the portrait statues of artists, 
men of letters and scientists on the Crom- 
well-road and Exhibition-road facades of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum are his. 
For the Princes-street facade of the National 
Provincial Bank he designed an elaborate 
group of Britannia seated between: figures 
representing Higher and Lower Mathematics, 
backed by Mercury and Truth, with the owl 
of wisdom in one corner. He was specially 
successful with memorials such as those of 


‘the late Sir George Frampton, R.A., in St. 


Paul’s Cathedral, at Emmanuel College and 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and at Win- 
chester College: His most ambitious work 
in marble is the group of “Henry VII at 
Bosworth Field,” which, exhibited in the 
Academy. of 1918, was one of the statues 
of Welsh historical characters commissioned 
by Lord Rhondda as a gift to the city of 
Cardiff. 


Kirkby Trading Estate Sale 

Liverpool Corporation is buying from the 
Ministry of Supply the freehold of the 
Kirkby Trading Estate at a price of £310,000. 


Appointment of Borough Engineer , 

Mr. H.C. Coss has been appointed 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor to-the Ber- 
mondsey Borough Council in succession to 
Mr. V. Field, who has retired after 21 years’ 
service with the council. 
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HOUSING PROBLEMS IN BRITISH WEST INDIES 


Importance of “Self-help” Schemes Emphasised at Barbados 
Conference 


OME modification of the minimum 
building standards formerly endorsed, 
and the encouragement of “ aided self- 
help” housing schemes, were among 
measures recommended by the British 
West Indies Housing Conference which 
met in Barbados last June” The recom- 
mendations gain additional interest in 
view of the recent hurricane in Jamaica in 
which many buildings were destroyed. 

Representatives of the governments of 
all British West Indian island colonies 
(but not of British Guiana or British Hon- 
duras) took part in the conference, which 
was held at Hastings House, headquarters 
of the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Organisation. Mr. C. A. Grossmith, 
O.B.E., Administrative Secretary to the 
Organisation, and Mr. W. M. Woodhouse, 
M.A., A.R.I.B.A., Building Development 
Adviser to the Comptroller, acted as 
chairmen. Several governments sent 
observers as well as representatives. 

The first suggestion for a conference to 
discuss housing conditions in the Carib- 
bean was made in a debate in the Trinidad 
legislature, when Mr. Victor Bryan (now 
Minister for Agriculture and Lands in 
Trinidad) proposed that a representative 
regional conference be convened by the 
Government of Trinidad to look into the 
possibilities of mass-producing cheap 
houses for the poorer people. The 
Governor of Trinidad, while welcoming 
the idea of regional discussions, felt that 
the Development and Welfare Organisa- 
tion was in the best position to act as 
convener, and accordingly .asked the 
Comptroller to raise the matter with the 
other Governments in the Caribbean. 

The conference was at first planned as 
a preliminary meeting of technical experts 
in preparation for the housing conference 
then planned by the Caribbean Commis- 
sion. When that was postponed, the 
agenda of the Hastings House conference 
was enlarged to cover the subject of 
publicly. financed housing more fully. 


BUILDING STANDARDS 


The. conference appointed a_ sub- 
committee under the chairmanship of 


Mr. J. C. Rose, A.R.I.B.A., Executive 


Architect, Windward Islands, to report 
on building standards and regulations 
and on the closely allied questions of 
design, construction and costs. 

The members of this sub-committee 
examined the suggestions made in Develop- 
ment and Welfare Bulletin No. 13, 
“Housing in the West Indies,” to see 
in what way they might be altered or 
amended in the light of changed condi- 
tions. (Bulletin No. 13 was published 
in 1942.) 

Members were unanimous that housing 
legislation based on the United Kingdom 
Housing Act of 1936 was not now applic- 
able to the Caribbean. They recom- 
mended that Governments should invite 
the Comptroller for Development and 
Welfare to convene a committee to frame 
standard legislation for the British West 
Indies based on that already enacted in 


British Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica. 
This should cover housing (including 
slum clearance and improvement schemes), 
town and country planning, and public 
health and building laws. Uniformity 
in legislation was considered very desir- 
able, though it was not thought essential 
that there should be uniformity in admin- 
istration. 

The minimum standards recommended 
in “ Housing in the West Indies ” were 
examined with a view to reducing building 
costs. Members agreed that it would be 
necessary to lower these standards some- 
what, thus decreasing the actual materials 
of construction ; the standards of ameni- 
ties provided would also need to be 
modified. 


The minimum standards agreed on 
(120 sq. ft. floor space for a one-room 
house, 168 sq. ft. for a two-room house, 
and 240 sq. ft. for a three-room house) 
are those recently adopted in Jamaica ; 
the houses there are so designed that any 
number of rooms can be added to the 
original structure. It was recommended 
that the average height of all habitable 
rooms should remain at 8 ft. 6 in., but 
that this might be reduced to 8 ft. for all 
floors above the ground floor. 


The sub-committee also made recom- 
mendations for the minimum size of 
plots and the minimum width of roads, 
and recorded its views on the standards 
required for kitchens and (where these 
were unavoidable) for communal sanitary 
conveniences. 


DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND 
COSTS 


The sub-committee recommended. that 
the Development and Welfare Organisa- 
tion be asked to prepare a new series of 
type plans based on the minimum stand- 
ards now recommended. Each territory 
should submit plans considered suitable 
for local conditions. It was suggested 
that sizes and types of door and window 
frames and shutters be standardised 
throughout the British Caribbean terri- 
tories : their cost might be substantially 
reduced if they could be mass-produced 
in British Guiana and British Honduras, 
which had ample supplies of timber. 

The sub-committee also examined pos- 
sible means of reducing labour costs. 
They recommended the introduction or 
extension of vocational training schemes 
through the media of apprenticeships and 
technical schools, with a view to increasing 
the efficiency of the artisan, and felt that 
the encouragement of building trade 
unions would instil in all labour the sense 
of pride in their work, of giving a fair day’s 
work for a fair day’s pay, without which 
labour costs in building could not be Kept 
down. ‘The introduction of piecework or 
task systems, with their incentives of 
additional pay or more leisure, might have 
an effect in stepping up output. 

A second sub-committee, over which 
Mr. J. L. Chapman, M.B.E., executive 
secretary of the St. Vincent Housing and 
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Planning Authority, presided, examined 
aspects of administration, housing, finance, 
rents, and management, 

In view of the increasing scale of hous- 
ing development in some of the larger 
colonies and ofthe launching of housing 
projects on some of the smaller islands, 
this sub-committee felt that Governments 
should be invited to assume responsibility 
for the continued employment of building 
staff after the expiration of the Colonial 
Development and Welfare schemes under 
which some of the staff are now paid. 


The sub-committee | recommended 
that officers of housing authorities be 
enabled to visit other Caribbean Colonies 
to obtain first-hand knowledge of the 
methods being used in the various 
territories. 

It was suggested that building materials 
and equipment imported by or for approved 
housing authorities and intended for use 
by them should be free of import duty. 
This concession would assume increasing 
importance as the “aided self-help” 
method was more widely developed. 

After discussion in plenary session, the 
reports of the two sub-committees were 
unanim jusly adopted by the conference. 


PREFABRICATION 


A review of experiments with pre- 
fabricated houses in British Guiana, 
Martinique, and Puerto Rico did not sug- 
gest that such houses had yet been pro- 
duced cheaply enough to meet the demands 
of the British West Indian territories. 


Experience of aluminium houses tried 
in Jamaica and British Guiana confirmed 
the general conclusion that the saving of 
labour achieved by prefabrication did not 
result in a reduction of final cost below 
that of houses built by traditional methods. 
On the other hand, there were possibilities 
in the supply of prefabricated timber 
components. The conference recom- 
mended that these possibilities continue 
to be investigated together with the de- 
velopment of local materials. 

The conference was unanimous that a 
reduction in the present high price of 
cement would have a significant effect on 
the building problem, and recommended 
that where the production of cement 
within a territory was under consideration, 
the possibility of regional assistance being 
made available towards the cost of the 
project should be considered. 


The conference was handicapped in 
discussing timber supplies by the absence 
of delegates from the timber-producing 
colonies of the mainland, British Guiana 
and British Honduras. It was, however, 
the experience of most that the replace- 
ment of the present substantial timber 
imports from North America by good 
quality timber from local sources would be 
generally welcomed, particularly if the 
timbers supplied were termite-proof. Some 
delegates stressed the possibilities of 
timber roofing if shingles could be made 
available, for example from British Guiana. 
The need for kiln-drying facilities in 
timber-producing teriitories was empha- 
sised. 

Among -other building materials dis- 
cussed by the conference were soil- 
cement blocks made with a landcrete 
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machine ; gypsum; Maycrete blocks, con- 
sisting of sand, lime, sawdust, and cement ; 
Megcrete (cement-bagasse) ; and Aerocem 
(sand-cement mixture sprayed onto hessian 
or wire netting). The conference re- 
corded its opinion that soil-cement and 
similar materials (such as the soil-bitumen 
blocks with which experiments had been 
made at the United British Oilfields in 
Trinidad) had distinct possibilities for 
low-cost housing, and recommended that 
Governments continue experiments- and 
make the results available to all territories. 
Use of the other materials which the 
conference discussed is for the most part 
still in the experimental stage. 


“ SELF-HELP.” HOUSING 


The conference went on to discuss 
“self-help” housing—the system~ under 
which people work together in groups, 
without or with help from the Govern- 
ment, to build or improve their own homes 
or communities. The group contribution 
may include site clearing, excavating for 
foundations, collecting such materials as 
stone, sand and lime,* and the actual 
erection of the houses. Governments 
may provide help in the form of materials, 
equipment and technical assistance. 


The Building Development Adviser 
to the Comptroller, who was in the chair 
at this stage of the conference, pointed out 
that “self-help” housing was by no 
means new to the British Caribbean 
territories. It was already being success- 
fully tried out in several of them, notably 
Jamaica, St. Vincent and Trinidad. Mr. 
Woodhouse reminded the conference that 
‘* self-help ” housing involved a great 
deal of intensive groundwork, particularly 
in educating the people concerned to 
accept the principle of helping themselves. 
The active co-operation of the great 
variety of agencies, both government and 
unofficial, whose activities bore on the life 
of the community, was essential. 


The conference heard accounts of 
‘* self-help ’”? housing schemes in various 
territories. It had been found in Trini- 
dad that people were at first reluctamt to 
take up building lots, but that this reluc- 
tance was being overcome. The same 
need for persuasion had been experienced 
in Jamaica and St. Vincent. One inter- 
esting feature which had appeared in all 
those three territories was that the houses 
erected were often of a better type than 
had been expected. It had. been found 
that a great deal of detailed supervisory 
work was involved if this type of scheme 
was to be successful. 


The conference recorded its conclusions 
that ‘‘ aided self-help ”’ schemes represent 
the most economical method of providing 
housing for poor people, and hence the 
most advantageous use of limited funds 
to this end; and that the increased use 
of such schemes, and their introduction 
into territories where they have not yet 
been tried out, should be urgently con- 
sidered by Governments in connection 
with any measures designed to alleviate 
the housing problem. 


The discussions and recommendations 
of the Regional Housing Conference have 
been embodied in a report, which has been 
submitted to the Governments concerned. 
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THE VOUSSOIR ARCH 
A National Building Study 

A REPORT containing the results of practi- 
cal and theoretical investigations of the 
mechanics and analysis of voussoir arch con- 
struction was published recently for the 
D.S.I.R. by H.M. Stationery Office. National 
Building Studies Research Paper No. 11, “A 
Study of the Voussoir Arch,” price 2s. 6d., 
gives details of the research which was 
carried out to obtain a rational basis of 
design when a general survey of the methods 
in use for the design or analysis of a voussoir 
arch proved that they were largely empirical. 

Some of the assumptions on which these 
methods were based are shown by the work 
to have been incorrect. The conclusions 
which were arrived at after large-scale tests 
show that the voussoir arch is capable of 
taking much larger loads than had been 
thought possible. A practical field of appli- 
cation of the results of the research is in 
the assessment of the load bearing capacity, 
under modern traffic-conditions, of the many 
voussoir arch bridges in our road system. 

The research work was carried out on 
behalf of the Building Research Station, 
D.S.LR., by Professor A. J. Sutton Pippard 
and Miss L. Chitty in the. Department of 
Civil Engineering at the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology. 


HOUSING ECONOMIES AT 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


Lower Ceilings a “Retrograde Step ” 


ESCRIBED as a “retrograde step” by 

opponents of the resolution, Wolver- 
hampton Borough Council at its meeting last 
week approved a further recommendation by 
the housing committee to build terraced 
houses with 7 ft. 6 in. ceilings in the interests 
of economy. 

A move to secure the reference back was 
defeated by 24 votes to 22. 

Plans have been prepared for two’ types 
of such houses, each house containing a large 
living room with a working kitchen and three 
bedrooms. -The net floor area of the south 
or west aspect house is 858 super feet, and 
that of the north aspect house 876 super 
feet. The report stated that this reduction 
in floor area was bound to have the effect 
of reducing costs which was essential if 
houses were to be let at reasonable rents. 

The report also stated that further 
economies could be effected by reducing the 
height of rooms from the normal 8 ft. to 
7 ft. 6 in., and mentioned that this was one 
of the recommendations of the Girdwood 
Report as a desirable economy which could 
be effected without a reduction in efficiency 
or comfort. 

Ninety-four houses with room heights of 
7 ft. 6 in. are now being built on the corpora- 
tion’s Moreton Estate, where it is considered 
that the reduced height is quite adequate 
and that the rooms provided are pleasant and 
comfortable. 

The opponents of the resolution called for 
economies in building costs to be shared by 
all concerned; that all the sacrifices in the 
interests of economy should not have to be 
made by the tenants; that the building of 
terraced houses increased density of building 
per acre which was not to be desired; and 
that the question should be asked, “ Will 
these houses be a credit to the corporation in 
years to come?” 

The chairman of the housing committee 
stated that the economies in costs which 
should be made by the building of terraced 
houses with lower ceilings would enable the 
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council to provide houses at rents which 
people at the top of the housing lists could 
afford. “We do not intend to build all our 
future houses like this, nor do we intend to 
build them in tens, twenties or twenty-fours,” 
he said, “but most of them would be in 
fours, sixes and eights, and will be dispersed 
on estates among the normal type of house.” 

At the same council meeting the finance 
committee showed that Wolverhampton 
Corporation had built 3,600 houses since the 
war at a capital cost of over £5,000,000, and 
now owned just under 30 per cent. of all the 
ordinary dwellings in the town. The average 
rent of the 12,036 houses owned by the 
council was less than 10s. ‘per week, 
excluding rates. ; 


MEMORIAL FUND PRIZES 


Opportunities for Apprentices 

Tue Sidney Gaze Memorial Fund prizes 
were presented to twenty-four successful 
apprentices at Zeeta’s Restaurant, Kingston- 
on-Thames, on September 26. The South- 
Western Area of the L.M.B.A. preceded 
this ceremony with a luncheon at which Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, vice-president of 
the Association, was principal guest. 

This year’s presentation is the fifth since 
the foundation of the fund, which is intended 
to recognise those apprentices who have 
shown aptitude during their training and to 
encourage promising apprentices at the tech- 
nical colleges within the south-west area. 
The chairman, Mr. A. E. King, welcomed the 
prizewinners and other visitors, including 
parents and employers, and said that such 
occasions helped to further the cause of the 
building industry and foster better relation- 
ship between the apprentice and employer. 

The great debt owed to technical colleges 
and all those connected with the education 
of future craftsmen was emphasised by Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish before the presenta- 
tion. He said that closer cdhtact between 
school, parent and student was to be en- 
couraged. _ The presentations consisted of 
books dealing with widely differing aspects 
of the industry and good use of these text- 
books could lead to further successes. Mr. 
Woodbine Parish concluded by reminding 
the apprentices that they would be the future 
craftsmen and leaders of the building indus- 
try and their efforts now would be reflected 
in the success they made of future opper- 
tunities and progress. 


B.A.S.A. ROWING CLUB 


A Successful Season 


FOLLOWING the good showing of the Build- 
ing Apprentices (B.A.S.A. Rowing Club) by 
the winning of their heat and then losing 
narrowly in the next round to Ulysses (Cor- 
pus Christi College, Cambridge) in the Festi- 
val of Britain Regatta, Serpentine, their 
representative crew in the London Transport 
Regatta, held on August 7, were second in 
es final, losing by 2 ft. to Bedford Park 

A further success was registered in the 
Thames Amateur Rowing Association’s 
regatta held at the Horseferry R.C. boathouse, 
Kew, on September 15. The Novice Four 
event, “ Soper” challenge cup, attracted an 
entry of 15 crews, and two B.A.S.A. crews, 
competing against oarsmen many years 
their senior, finished first and second. 

The oldest member of the winning crew is 
the stroke, apprentice bricklayer R. Dearn, 
who is 17. The 14-year-old cox, Peter, hopes 
to become an apprentice plasterer like his 
16-year-old brother, E. Barnes, who was also 
a member of the winning crew. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Festival Film Show 


The Manchester and District Branch of 
the Federation of Master Builders are to 
hold a Builders’ Festival Film Show on Octo- 
ber 9 at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun-street, 
Manchester. This film show has been organ- 
ised in order that some of the up-to-date 
methods of building construction, materials 
and their uses can be brought to the notice 
of members of the building industry. 


F.M.B. Golfing Society 


A very successful autumn meeting was held 
at Wentworth Golf Club on September 5 
when 80 members attended. The captain’s 
prize was won by A. G. Sigley with 40 points. 
J. Kirkham won the scratch prize with a 
68. Sigley Cup winner, N. A. Barnard. 
Foursomes winners, H. W. Rackham and R. 
Newman. The annual dinner and cabaret 
is to be held at the Paviours Arms, West- 
minster, on October 19. 


Corrosion of Buried Metals 


A symposium on the corrosion of buried 
metals, organised by the Iron and Steel 
Institute in conjunction with the British Iron 
and Steel Research Association and the Cor- 
rosion Group of the Society of Chemical 
Industry, will be held at the offices of The 
Iron and Steel Institute, 4, Grosvenor 
Gardens, London, S.W.1, on December 12 
next. Sir Charles Goodeve, O.B.E., D.Sc., 
F.R.S., Director of the British Iron and Steel 
Research Association, will be in the chair 
and the sessions, open to all interested in the 
subject under discussion, will begin at 
10.0 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. 


A College of Interior Design? 


A plea for the establishment of a National 
College of Interior Design is made by Mr. 
John M. Holmes, principal, Regional College 
of Art, Manchester, in a new 1.C.I. Paints 
Division publication, “The Painter of To- 
morrow,” containing contributions by 
officials of the Federation of Painting Con- 
tractors, the National Society of Painters, 
the National Federation of Property Owners, 
the National Union of Townswomen’s 
Guilds, and the Institute of British 
Decorators. 

In an article by Mr. V. W. Hosp, presi- 
dent, Federation of Painting Contractors, 
he suggests that the present period of 
apprenticeship for painters be reduced from 
five to three years, with facilities for further 
training in the more artistic and skilled field. 


M.O.W, Lectures Cancelled 


To avoid the use. of accommodation 
which might be required for meetings by 
candidates in the-General Election the fol- 
lowing lectures,* arranged regionally by the 
Ministry of Works, have been cancelled:— 
Oct. 15, at Devizes, “Site Investigation ”; 
Oct. 16, Bristol, “ Use of Building Materials 
in Contemporary Architecture”; Oct. 16, 
Barnsley, “Underpinning of Buildings”; 
Oct. 17, Llanelly, “Mining Subsidence 
Problems Affecting House Construction ”; 
Oct. 17, Stoke-on-Trent, “ Floor Finishings ”; 
Oct. 22, Workington, “ Seasoning and Preser- 
vation of Timber”; Oct. 23, Wrexham, 
“Essentials of Good Concreting ”; Oct. 23, 
Burton-on-Trent, “Plastering”; Oct. 24, 
Huddersfield, “New Timbers and _ their 
Uses”; Oct. 24, Nottingham, “‘ Aluminium 
Alloys in Building.” 





* A full list of lectures as originally planned was 
printed in our last issue. It may be necessary to 
cancel further lectures should the ha‘ls be required 
for election purposes. 
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The “Roman” Bath, Strand-lane. 

The L.C.C. has published a pamphlet 
about the “ Roman” Bath at 5, Strand-lane, 
Strand, W.C.2, which is looked after by the 
Council on behalf of the National Trust. 
Price 54d. post free, the pamphlet can be 
purchased at the L.C.C. Information Bureau, 
County Hall (Room 8, South Block), West- 
minster Bridge, S.E.1. 


Plaque to Gainsborough Unveiled 


On September 29, Sir Alfred Munnings, 
P.-P.R.A., unveiled a new plaque at 82, Pall 
Mall, to commemorate the residence there 
from 1774 to 1788 of Thomas Gainsborough. 
The unveiling ceremony was arranged by 
the London Society, and those present inclu- 
ded Lord Mottistone, chairman of the 
society’s executive committee. The plaque 
is circular in shape and the inscription in 
white lettering on a blue ground reads: 
“L.C.C. Thomas Gainsborough 1727-1788 
Artist lived here.” 


Social Service Problems 

A guide to all social service problems 
has recently been published by the Conserva- 
tive and Unionist Central Office. To-day, 
there are many agencies for helping and 
advising people, some established by the 
State, and some by well-disposed private 
bodies eager to make their contribution to 
social welfare. Often the trouble is that 
the people who need the help do not know 
where to go. This book tells them. “ Social 
Service Problems” can be obtained from the 
publishers at Abbey House, Victoria-street. 
S.W.1. Price 1s. 3d. 


Homes for Old People 


The National Corporation for the Care of 
Old People, 33, Doughty-street, W.C.1, have 
recently issued a useful booklet, “‘ Homes 
for Old People, Notes on Buying and Con- 
verting Property.” The booklet points out 
that large sums are being spent on buying 
and adapting houses: for use as homes for 
the aged, yet many people have only a vague 
idea of the points to look for in the premises 
intended for a home. The (Corporation 
accordingly decided to ask a group of pro- 
fessional men, including three architects and 
a surveyor, to consider what information and 
guidance could be given to help those buying 
a house for this purpose, and their findings 
have been clearly set out in this booklet. 


Housing “Class Consciousness ” 


When it was suggested that facilities 
should be given for private building on one 
of its estates, a member of Caernarvon Town 


’ Council said, “ This is the first stink bomb 


of class consciousness I have come across 
since I joined the council.” It was stated 
there was a big demand for private houses 
and that the estate was ideal for that pur- 
pose. One member said they had to study 
the requirements of all classes of rate- 
payers and not one set. The position is to 
be investigated by a special sub-committee. 


Student Carpenters’ Awards 


The Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters announces that its 
Premier Award (value four guineas), given 
annually to the student submitting the best 
model in woodwork, has this year been won 
by Sidney F. Scott, a student of the Hackney 
Technical College, who submitted a scale 
model of a hammer beam roof truss. Six 
preliminary awards (value one guinea) have 
also been awarded. Sixty-four candidates 
were successful in the Institute’s associate 
examination, the first place being gained by 
James Carter, of West Hartlepool. 
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Management Accountancy 

Members of the Institute of Cost and 
Works Accountants have before them a 
scheme to establish the Fellowship grade of 
the Institute as a qualification in Manage- 
ment Accountancy. This scheme, when 
approved, will provide a qualification of high 
standing that will benefit the accountancy 
profession as a whole and provide reliable 
eviderice to industry of competence and 
experience in management accountancy. 


Dry Rot and Woodworm Exhibition 


The D.S.IL.R. announce that in order to 
free the halls concerned for the purpose of 
election meetings, certain showings of their 
Dry Rot and Woodworm Exhibition have 
been postponed. These include those 
arranged for October 10 to 18 at the Guild- 
hall, Kingston; and October 24 to 30 at the 
Town ‘Hall, Chatham. Arrangements are 
being made for the exhibition to visit 
Croydon, Kingston and Chatham at later 
dates. 


PROPOSED NEW TOWN AT 
CONGLETON 
Mr. Dalton’s Decision 


THE Minister of Local Government and 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, has decided 
that he should take formal steps under the 
New Towns Act, 1946, towards setting up 
a development corporation to build a new 
town at Congleton, Cheshire. The main 
object of the new town will be to assist in 
meeting the formidable “ overspill” prob- 
lem faced by local authorities in South 
Lancashire. In selecting Congleton, careful 
consideration has been given to the prob- 
lems of providing water and other services, 
to the avoidance of land where there is a 
danger of subsidence due to salt mining and 
to the desirability of keeping off high-grade 
farm land. 

The Minister is now consulting all the 
local authorities concerned. The authorities 
have been sent a sketch of the site the 
Minister has in mind, and he has told them 
in a letter dated September 25 that, subject 
to the outcome of his consultations, he will 
make a draft designation order. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Final Code on Arc Welded Construction 


Tue Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings have now issued in final form Sub- 
Code 113.102, “ Arc Welded Construction.” 
It is intended at some future date to amal- 
gamate this sub-code with the head code 113, 
“ The Structural Use of Steel in Buildings ”; 
the present document has, however, been 
arranged to be as far as possible complete 
in itself. 

This code gives recommendations for the 
design, fabrication and erection of metal arc 
welded structural steelwork used in any part 
of a building. It includes recommendations 
for the design of welded joints and also for 
the design of connections, plate girders, com- 
pression members and stanchion bases em- 
bodying arc welded construction. Tables 
give details of throat thickness of fillet welds 
with reference to the angle between fusion 
faces, size of single-run fillet welds and 
thickness of the flange of a plate girder. 

Points of special interest include some re- 
commendations for the qualification and 
testing of welding operators and examples of 
“ virtually ” flexible welded joints. Copies 
of the code may be obtained from ‘the 
British Standards Institution, 24-28, Victoria- 
street, London, S.W.1, price 4s., post free. 
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L.M.B.A. 
Meeting with Youth Employment 
Officers 


Furry youth employment officers met 

representatives of the L.M.B.A. and 
of the London Regional Joint Apprentice- 
ship Committee for the Building Industry at 
the headquarters of the L.M.B.A. in Bedford- 
square recently to discuss apprenticeship 
problems and the entry of young people into 
the building industry. Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, senior vice-president of the L.M.B.A., 
presided. Miss M. A. Mackie, M.B.E., and 
Mr. H. J. Beard, represented the (Central 
Youth Employment Executive and among 
the county and principal youth employment 
officers were Messrs. J. Wale Smith, of the 
L.C.C., B. S. Maconick, of Essex, H. F. Hox- 
ter, of East Ham, Miss G. P. Morgan and 
Mr. P. Gillett, of Herts, Miss M. Huxstep, 
of Middlesex, and Mr. J. H. Evenden, of 
Croydon. 


Outlining the scope of the conference, MR. 
Woopsine ParisH described the historical 
development of the building industry and the 
changes which the industrial revolution had 
brought into the old craft apprenticeship 
system where the apprentice lived with his 
master. He emphasied the importance to- 
day of the parent in the satisfactory working 
of any apprentice scheme. The building 
industry wanted its fair share of the best boys 
coming into the industry, and he urged the 
attractions which the building industry, “an 
industry of adventure, an industry of zest,” 
offered to young men to-day. 


Frank Speaking 


There was frank speaking on all sides, the 
employer who refuses, or neglects to take 
apprentices, coming in for castigation on the 
lines of recent speeches by the president of 
the L.M.B.A. 


Mr. E. L. Jones, secretary of the London 
Operatives, dealt severely with the criticism 
which youth employment officers are 
apparently meeting from the employer who 
“ cannot see five years ahead,” the chairman, 
as he said, “ endorsing every word.” 


Greater freedom in the terms of the opera- 
tion of the scheme was urged by some. 
Others suggested that employers favoured 
unduly boys from the schools of building. 
Finding local employment for boys was one 
of the difficulties urged by several; this, com- 
bined with the cost of travelling in certain 
areas, was keeping boys out. Was 16 a fixed 
age? Could it be raised? Was it true that 
some employers were paying “ according to 
weight and height” and not according to 
rules? Was the attraction of indenturing 
as against non-indenturing sufficiently empha- 
sised? Was it realised that to many, particu- 
larly to the mothers of boys interested in 
building, the industry was regarded as one 
of the least desirable in the land because of 
its legacy of short time due to bad weather? 


Representatives of the building industry, 
among them Mr. A. W. YEOMANS and Mr. 
GERALD HILL, replied to many of the points 
as they were raised. Others, including sug- 
gestions for closer co-operation between 
employers and the yduth employment 
officers, were noted for later consideration. 


Miss .MAckie, summing up, thanked the 
L.M.B.A. for having organised the party, not 
to mention supplying tea, and welcomed the 
suggestion for a similar conference, say, in 
six months’ time. It could do nothing but 
good, 
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L.B.F.A. LADIES’ FESTIVAL 
“Time to Think of Matrimony ” 


Tue London Builders’ Foremen’s Associa- 
tion held its annual Ladies’ Festival on 
September 22 at the Connaught Rooms, 
when over 400 builders, foremen and mem- 
bers of the allied industries enjoyed a 
pleasant evening. 

Mr. R. G. HUNTINGTON, the association’s 
president, was in the chair, and in proposing 
the Loyal Toast he expressed the associa- 
tion’s sympathy with the Royal Family and 
the wish that His Majesty be speedily 
restored to normal health. 

The toast to the L.B.F.A. and its presi- 
dent was proposed by Mr. D. E. WoopBINE 
ParisH, who told of his long association with 
the president and complimented him on his 
work for the L.B.F.A. and the industry in 
general. He went on to say that the associa- 
tion had now been in existence 30 years and 
it was time, he thought, for her to think 
of matrimony, and in fact he thought that 
already two suitors were in the field, and 
in his opinion a great deal of good would 
come from the amalgamation of the three 
foremen’s associations in the London area. 

The Ladies’ toast was proposed in a lighter 
vein by Mr. J. F. BEAGLEY, and Mrs. I. O. 
WRIGHT responded in a sincere and able 
manner. The toast to the L.M.B.A. and 
its president, Mr. Dudley F. Cox, was given 
by Mr. A.. BINT, vice-president of the 
L.B.F.A. 


Liverpool Housing Scheme 


Liverpool Corporation Housing Commit- 
tee is steadily progressing with a scheme for 
the development of the Gillmoss portion 
of. the Croxteth Estate, a general layout of 
which has been prepared by the City Hous- 
ing Director and City Architect (Dr. Ronald 
Bradbury).. This part of the estate contains 


approximately 84 acres, and it is proposed to. 


make provision for 788 dwellings. Shops, 
schools, churches and other amenities are 
to be provided on the estate. 
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BUILDING STUDENTS 
The Work of the Carpenters’ Company 


SR BANISTER. FLETCHER, addressing 
an audience of building students at 
Drapers Hall, City, on Tuesday last, ad- 
vised them not to be lured from their work 
by the ever-present distractions of the 
cinema, dog-tracks and television, because 
upon such as themselves the nation de- 
pended both for the quality and the quan- 
tity of its future buildings. The occasion 
was the prize-giving ceremony arranged by 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters, at 
which some 41 students from the Build- 
ing Crafts Training School, Great Titchfield- 
street, W.1, received awards. The chairman 
was Mr. J. B. Rosher, D.S.O., M.C.,; Master 
of the Worshipful Company of Carpenters. 

Sir Banister recalled that the Building 
Crafts Training School was founded by his 
father, the late Professor Banister Fletcher, 
some 58 years ago, and that the Company 
had since devoted a large part of its income 
to training student-craftsmen engaged in the 
building industry. 

Sir Banister continued:—“ We are passing 
through an era of difficulty in the building 
industry, and .are suffering from a lack of 
skilled craftsmen, largely because, during 
the war, the training of craftsmen in the 
building industry practically ceased, and the 
Building Apprenticeship and Training Coun- 
cil has recently reported to the Minister of 
Works that the industry is likely to suffer 
from a serious shortage of properly trained 
craftsmen unless vigorous action is taken. 

“Like any -highly skilled industry, the 
building trades depend for their continued 
technical efficiency upon an adequate and 
constant intake of apprentices of the right 
quality, and apprenticeship in any one of 
the building crafts to-day is a firm rung 
from which to start climbing the ladder of a 
career in the industry. A shortage of appren- 
tices to-day means a depleted force of 
skilled men in the future, and no industry 
can hope to maintain a proper standard of 
quality and output under such a handicap. 

“Much more is now being done to pro- 
vide increased facilities and improved 
methods of training the young persons in 
the building industry and of these young 
men—the craftsmen and technicians of the 
future—the industry and the nation depend 
both for the quality and the quantity of its 
buildings.” 

In presenting his annual report, Mr. 
H. G. Tilley, L.R.LB.A., F.R.IL.C.S., Direc- 
tor of the School, said that the number cf 
students enrolled during the last session was 
some 30 per cent. higher than for the pre- 
vious session and the stonemasons’ class, 
which was re-opened for part-time day and 
evening training, had been well attended. 


Following is the list of prize winners:— 


Carpenters and Joiners —R. Thomas, R. Read, K. 
Warren, and J. Bedlow (each gains a certificate and £3 3s. 
in books or tools); A. Frakes, D. Griffiths, D. West, 
R. Arnold and K. Step (each gains a certificate and £2 2s. 
in books or tools); B. Warren, J. Dawson, R. Down, 
J. Pritchard, A. Atkinson, J. Blackie and R. Phelps 
(certificates). 

Bricklayers.—M. S. Smile (certificate and £3 3s. in 
books or tools); H. Blair and C. W. Jarrett (each gains 
a certificate and £2 2s. in books or tools); J. P. Kelly, 
D. Frost and W. Boxall (certificates). 

Stonemasons.—E. F. Bedford, D. A. Colcombe, and 
P. R. Hards (each gains a certificate and £2 2s. in books 
or tools); W. T. Johnson, R. Gillings and C. D. Beagles 
(certificates). 

Plumbers.—W. H. Burns and I. McDougall (each gains 
certificate and £3 3s. in books or tools); A. Boswell, 
E. W. Birt, A. Rushton and G. A. Bridgewater (each 
gains a certificate’ and £2 2s.in books or tools); H.W. 
Stuckey, E. A. W. Wyatt and D. J. Le (certificates). 

Painters and Decorators.—W. McPherson (certificate 
and £2 2s. in books or tools); A. B. Eden, C. S. Greaves, 
and A. Swinson (certificates). 

A contribution of £10 10s. was Poly nr by the 
Shoreditch and Finsbury Branch of Federation of 
Master Builders. s 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works, at London stations, or site, in London area asstated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will, of course, be higher. Owing to the exceptional 


which 


prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, Etc. 
os. d 
First Hard Stocks r 10 3 0 
Second Hard Stocks gs aie y 913 0 
Mild Stocks ape 2 8 8 0 


All loaded free into lorry pes ‘the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

At Maiden To Sites in 


2-in. Nominal Lane Stn. W.C. District 


orpres Bricks. per 1, - we i 
s. 
Commons 84 9 100 % 
Cellular (No del, at t present am Ler} ) 100 9 
Keyed BE 9 102 9 
Rustics me sy me 109 9 125 9 
Cellular Rustics ... ea 125 9 
Single Bullnose_... nce a 120 9 
Sandfaced .., eae aad 124 9 140 9 
Cortex Facing Brick rss 99 9 115 9 
ae 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ... 21 0 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ... ae are 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) _.. 18 16 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 900 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) .. 710 0 
Best Stourbridge aye Bricks (London Stns. )—— 
£ «dd. £ d. 
ab cs: 15 0 3 in. inn ae 16 . 


Gtazep Bricxs (London Stns.). The prices give 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 50 
per cent. for Best, and 45 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers 53 0 0 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 One side & two ends54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides&oneend56 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
&4} in. Flats50 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best, plus 
45 per cent. Cream and buff. £2 Os. extra over white. 
— colours, Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over 
whit 

Haulage to site 30s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLOW CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry tom Keyed s. d. 

2 in. aad yd. sup. 125 yds. ... dee ius 3 11 

24in. ,, pa re ue wa deb 4 3 

3 in 105 ee mi a 48 

i G cavity) per yd. "sup. 80 yds. ii ¢ i 
in. ” 9 

blocks add'1s. per yard super to above prices. 

aii gin stlcees* Sk “Sin pee d. 4 0} 
in. per yd. sup. in. per yd. sup. 

ae 3 6 §:3 

j.H. Sankey and Son. “ Cranham ”; 

2 in. per yd. super ... sen one, 5 4 

2hin. ,, re mn iti past éos 5 10 

3 in. se ps ae fas den ase 7 0 

4tin. ,, 9» pe ave és 8 8 

Delivered site London. 
STONE. 

Batu STONE— s. d. 
Monks Park.. Pos: me 6 2 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground . Fi 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 

Lambeth. G.W.R., = ft. cube. 

DOouLTING STONE RANDOM BLOCKS Delivered 
London per ft. cube 6 il 

Beer STONE, Delivered London per ft. cube 8 6 


PorRTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly. ... per ft. cube 6 ll 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
Hopton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu. ft. «. perft.cube 27 0 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 
5ft. long and not over 15 ft. super 
2 in. per ft. super 6 10 
York STONE, Biue—Robin Hood ‘Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) - perft.super 11 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ie > 13 
3i p oe, > _ sides slabs (ran- 
om 


$ 
2in.to 3 in S sawn one side: slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) . pis = 3 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto ... pie > od 3 
Garp York 


Delivered at any Goods Station, yee 
Scrappled random blocks perft.cube 15 9 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 ft. super) a .-. perft. super 12 10 
6in. rubbed two sides, ditto a * 14 10 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 


dom sizes) eee oe pe s S25 
3in. ditto ditt 6 5 
in. self- bom caindcia flags per yd. super  < ae 


CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard £ s. d. 
Specification delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards site......... perton 415 3 
1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 
, Paper bags or jute sacks) ......... césvaiienen $..0-3 
*Ferrocrete”” Rapid Hardening Cement 

at 6-ton loads and upwards site ............ PY Seat 
1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 

paper bags or jute sacks) ............sseeceeee 3° <3 


“* Aquacrete ’” Water Repellent cement, 32/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle” 
prices (including non-returnable paper 
bags). 
Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton 
lots (including non-returnable paper bags) 616 9 
Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 190/3 to 414/3 per ton 
(including paper bags). 
“ Snowcrete’”’ White Portland Cement (in- 
cluding non-returnable paper bags)...... 12 12 
Chr ORG GE soins snnecovcdenqennntcces per cwt. 15 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site Charing Cross Area in 
6-ton lots and upwards (including non- 
returnable paper bags) ............-ssssssessee 679 
Super Cement (Waterproof ) in London Area 
32/6 per ton above Portland Cement, in- 
cluding bags. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 14s. 3d. to 
£10 7s. 9d. (1-ton lots and upwards, in- 
cluding cost of paper bags). 
Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands, High 
aluminous cement, 1 ton lots and up 255/- 
per ton, packages 22/— per ton extra. 


oo 


White Keen’s or Parian Cement...... tint, 2 oe 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement ....... caine - eT e® 
D/D site in 1-ton loads. 
ips 
£ fa 4 
Coarse, Pink 6 14 S SirapiteCoarse “6 18 0 
a Welle --7'2-¢6 » Fine 760 


Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 


inc. bags 6-ton 6-ton lots ...... $90 
WOW ‘soccvencces 6 8 3 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots ...2 3 0 1088 1068 occ conens 48 6 
Hair, percwt. ...4 17 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags 6-ton 
lots at railway depot ........i.cccccrecccscccscccscses 518 0 














BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new Lith edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
*...this has become a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.’”’—The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised, 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subject... but even more on: his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, Londen, W.1 














PLASTER AND WALL A cys oy 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base 

and over in one delivery 2/23-2/43 per yd. ie 

to wor 
Gypsum Tie Siastes See Roeete, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 12 ft. 

> 600 yds. and over in one delivery 2/53- 

/1R per rr. po hans to works. 
Carriage paid to site. 


2 f fi 
D/D site in full lorry-loads. Average of pri flor 
i Ecen and 










Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Ho! 

St. Pancras. 

Pit BoaURRae nccccsccccccccvsctncctocecancepescoeses per yd. 18 $ 

PitSand _........ aS sek! ae 17 6 
a saan Mer 19 10 
din. Shingle ........ wii a6 16 11 
in. Broken Brick .. ney 19 3 

Pe IRIE ccdcccsddcncndcsncesnsesceqsmeres dae a 9 6 

TILES. 

Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 

of not less than 6 toms ......++--s0+++ seandetnead Per 
f.o.r. London 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 
Staffordshire districts  ...........-ssseseeeeees 11 6 0 
Ditto. hand-made, ditto . ae Le =e 

Ornamental dittO ..........s0-eeeeeereees ace? Sve: S 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made = eS oo ; 
(per dozen}—Mar ee | eee -3 1 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ eet A, 

SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Per 1, io actual £ s.d 





20 by 10 39 
Norte : Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
ee London. 


S.D. Bis Cocks CrRuTCcH Heap, FOR IRON. 
i 86/3 2 in. Loony per doz. 
iLeT Bre Cocks FOR IRON. 
4 -. 1. 135/~ 2 in. 182/6 f per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks FOR IRON. 
tin. Zin. Lin. in. 1hin. Zin. 
86/- ive 186/— 368/— 548/— 941/- per doz, 
S.D.S. Cocks wirH Two UNIONS ae Leab. 
sin. yt lin. 1}in. Pty 
124/— 165/- 263/— 488/— 703/- ia53/- oe doz. 


in. Zin. Lin: I}in. lin. 2 in. 
6/- a 55/— 83/- 128/— 202/— per doz 
mags oon BALL by gs 
4 in. - 3 i in. 14 i 
226/- 348/— 4g 1/- TB) 903/— per doz. 
CAPs — Screws. 
It in. + in. -2in, . 3in. . Hin. 
26/-  30/- 45/- 89/- . 116/- 
Brass SLEEVES. 
14 in. 2 in. 3 in. 3tin. 4in. 
31/- 42/- 72/- 87/- 


TRAPS 
14x6lb. 14x6lb. 2x7Ib. 
LeadP. 88/6 110/- 197/- 
Lead S. 106/- 132/— 216/- per doz. 
es 7=5 “Saieomuin 5/- Ib. Tinmens, 7/6 Ib. Blow pipe, 


4in. 
124/— per doz. 

















7/-\b 
Copper Tubes 2/2 per Ib. basic. 
Brass Tubes .. 2/14 per Ib. basic. 
Basic prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
Best Scotch Glue 
Croid Glue ............ 
Oak Varnish Outside 114 0 
Fine do. .... - 114 0 
Fine Copal ee 1140 
Pale Copal ...... e 116 0 
Floor Varnish Inside 114 0 
Fine Pale Paper .. ie 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak PE 1144 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .. % 115 0 
Fine Copal Varnish ..... as 116 0 
Best Re cictaed aa 116 0 
Best Japan Gold Size.. 18 0 
Best Black Japan ..... 140 
Tiree TARE. © san c cic vccdinesecericnasnes 100 
Berlin Black ........ -1 8*@ 
Knotting (patent) .......... ey 
French and Brush Polish .... ie a oe 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene  ............-.seseeeeeee 18 0 





* The information given on these pages has been 
specially compiled for THE BuiLper, and is copyright. 
¢ aim in this list is to give, as far as Nerang the 
average prices of not’necessarily the highest 
pe lowest. Quality and quantity dee affect 
ices—a fact which should be remembered by those 

Oo oun make use of this information. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 

PAINTS, Ete. ‘ 

a: 4, 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 Peal hiatiacgsenid per gallon 21 9 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galis.)......... oe 22 3 
Genuine White Lead cwt. 11 7 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint woty. EE gall. 310 0 
Sera spe snl cwt. 8 P 3 

tty (free ate cwt. 

Size XD quality fkn. 9 3 





nae substitute - be obtained and prices 





ng to quality from 4/1 per gallon in 40 
galion bai ener and 4/11 per gallon in 5 gallon drums 
upwards. 

METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION + ee 
s. d. 

RS. Joists, cut and fitted.............cceeeree 45 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders... .§ 000 
Plain stanchions ............... ~ me ee 
Plain compound stanchions vee 00 
In Roof Work, Trusses and Purli 7000 
Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 


special pieces of an awkward nature. 

MILD ROUNDS: — Ex London Stock per 

. d. Diameter. £s. d. 
0 BD, Venkapoceoics 36 9 O 

° 0 in.to2jin, 35 2 O 





Class B » +9 ” 
Class C ” +243 ” 
Black. 
Class A. » —324 »” 
Class B. ~—23t on 


Class C. — ”» 
C.I. Hatr-Rounp Gutters.—London Prices Ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6-ft. lengths. 


Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
Ie BRS eines piccedthicee / 2/3 7d. 
DT” ee NTE 2/10 2/7 7d. 
GMI, .bvinnchsaaitacenks 3/7 2/9 1/1 
AE, \ciciacpveubenabans 3/11 3/2 1/2 
DRY cavcicsscrcesvesene 4/6 3/6 1/4 
O.G. GUTTERS. 
BEA. ceccueserichvndate 3/4 3/0 93. 
MEAL. Scnthisinsonnaiian 3/9 3/0. 1/1 
* We sees hop tiie te 4/1 3/2 1/2 
Le ee 4/6 3/7 1/4 
DBR, \cectoinonee stains 4/10 4/3 1,6 
RAIN aren. PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipes. Bends. Branches. 

Oe Spee 3 2/9 4/1 
MEP TIA 5oveepaseenvanphne 5/7 3/2 4/10 
Be MDL” sscéces cosapvapione 6/2 3/11 5/11 
1 Wil Stnonihan’psnkanne 7/1 4/8 6/9 
1B TUM: .Scnsdcwar eeveignsin 8/2 5/7 8/2 


NET PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep Som Prpes.—London Prices, ex-stock. 
o— yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 





6/4 4/10 S/il 
6/8 5/5 / 
7/5 S/11 8/9 
8/4 7/3 10/1 
nee. 1 8/2 11/9 
L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN Pre. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends. Branches. 
in " 
4in. 1 117 17/4 12/0 21/1 


6 in. 2: 2.1 25/11 24/11 43/1 


~~ ton basis 
ndon. 
Iron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. 
isn rsccecuscehecensecasvqsietscedess 36 (0 
Iron.—Staffordshire Marked Bars 
Mild Steel Bars ..........cccseccossseee 
Mild Steel Hoops 






acco 


per ton (two-ton) lots 


Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s. d 
20-ga' ae oo Oe Oe 
«. 3914 0 

- 4014 0 





6 

6 

6 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

ND: Sibandacenbacsnaensependebecehantevened 52 4 6 
PGIED ©. shavnceacenccakeneks adtecopitaguacebes 54 4 6 
MIE -<-. nacasevnaeakads Graces cbadactnodanoutte’ 36 19 6 

Per ton 

; i £-s. 4. 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots.......c0..+.s. 30 5 0 


ALL NET.: 


MeraL Winpows.—Standard Metal Windows, B.S. 
990. Prices on application. British Metal Window 
“éanufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
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LEAD, Ete. 
+ ton 
(Deliveries in London 1 ton) s. d. 
Leap—Sheet, English, 34 ib, one Ws gabiizens 159 00 
Pipe in coils 200 5 0 
Soil pipe ........:.+ 203 5 0 
Compo pi 201 15 0 





pipe 

Nore.—Country delivery 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 6s. per cwt. extra, and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt. 4s. per cwt. extra, over 5 cwt. and under 
1 ton 2s. per cwt, extra. Extra if cut to size. Old lead, 
ex-London area per ton £166 Os. Od. Buyers pay 


Carriage. 
GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES, 





ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES, 





Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled: plate, $ i00...:.0000.cevesccscensecessscesnens 7 
Rough cast, yg in re! 8 
Rough cast, $ if. '..0000s0sepe0s000 84 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral whi at 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted 





Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thick 





d. 
Wire cast, } in. thick  ..........scccccsereeees 94 per ft 
Georgian Wired Cast ..........scsceceesecene 10 jin 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS ss. d. 
P.B. 2—S}in. x Sjin.x3fin. 2 6 each net 
P.B. 3—7# in. x 77 in. x 3 in. 3 10 ye 
P.B. 32—7z in. x 7Zin.x3gin. 3 10 ie 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 
P.B. 2 6 vt 
P.B. 0 » 
P.B. 0 ne 
TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 
HARDWOODS. 
SOFTWOOD. 
Carcassing £105—£115 per Standard 
Joinery £120—£125 _ ,, “é 








Dampness in Buildings 

Building Research Station Digest No. 33, 
The Cause of Dampness in Buildings 
(Stationery Office, 3d., including postage), 
should be of considerable value to those who 
are dealing with the investigation of problems 
of dampness. It does not cover prevention 
or cure, but discusses how, from a study of 
the characteristic effects of dampness, the 
causes may be traced. 











MINISTRY OF WORKS 


GRAIN SILO, 
CHETTISHAM, Nr. ELY 
Archt:. Dept., Ministry of Works 


METAL WINDOWS 
GLASS & GLAZING 


ANOTHER 


CONTRACT 
by 


AYGEE 


England's Largest Glazing 
Contractors 
LONDON, S.E.1 
WaATerloo 6314 (10 lines) 











October 5 1951 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
Terms Used in the Plastics Industry 


THe British Standards Institution have 
just published B.S. 1755, “Glossary of terms 
used in the plastics industry.” This is one 
of the documents in the series which is 
being prepared to cover glossaries of terms 
used in various industries, and it is hoped 
that it will provide for greater uniformity 
and precision in the use of terms. 

The document is of considerable im- 
portance at this juncture, as it will form 
a basis for discussions on an international 
level by Technical Committee 61—Plastics 
of the International Organisation for 
Standardisation. 

The price is 6s., post free. 


Sash and Case Windows 


B.S. 644, Pt. 3: 1951 is on the subject of 
wood double-hung sash and case windows 
(Scottish type). 

A revision of this standard has been pre- 
pared to extend the range of windows to 
include types having spiral balance devices 
as the means of ‘suspension of the sashes 
and a type in which the lower sash opens 
inwards for cleaning. The windows are 
available with or without astragals or with 
astragals in the upper sashes only. The 
range of sizes covers single windows and 
combinations of two-light and three-light 
windows. The specification gives details of 
the construction of the windows and 
schedules of glass sizes and daylight glass 
areas. 

The price is 3s., post free. 


Miscellaneous 


The British Standards Institution has 
recently issued the following British Stand- 
ards:— B.S. 1184, “Copper and Copper 
Alloy Traps and Wastes,” price 3s.; B.S. 812, 
“Sampling and Testing of Minerals, Aggre- 
gates, Sands and Fillers,” price 6s.; B.S. 327, 
“Power-Diven Derrick Cranes,” price 6s.; 
B.S. 1757, “ Power-Driven Mobile Cranes,” 
price 6s.; B.S. 1764, ‘“‘ Nominal Diameters 
for Built-Up Tins,” price 1s. 6d. 

Copies of all these standards may be 
obtained from the Institution’s Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


TRADE NEWS 
Overseas Sales Company 


Brades and Nash Tyzack Industries, Ltd., 
manufacturers of Edge tools, announce the 
formation of a separate overseas sales com- 
pany to centralise control and facilitate 
development of the overseas trade of all 
companies in the group. The new company 
is Brades and Nash Tyzack Industries Over- 
seas, Ltd. 


Design of Welded Structures 


The Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd., Bilston, Staf- 
fordshire, have arranged for a_ further 
course of lectures on the “Design of 
Welded Structures” to be given in London. 
The course is for structural designers and 
draughtsmen already familiar with struc- 
tural design methods, and is intended to 
acquaint them with various practical con- 
siderations and _ different methods of 
approach. involved in welding structures. 
These lectures commence on October 16 
and continue until December 4. Provision 
is made during the course for practical 
demonstrations of arc welding to be given 
on one evening at the Cricklewood Welding 
School. Full information can be obtained 
from the Constructional Design Department. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ certs 
OCT. 1, 1951 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
PE cn — KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town, Grade. 
Aberdare |....... Sreasaalh Grade Classification, A Al A2 Aa... tee 
sebeesth et oess ury MB. = 
fem haga ceeee seeneee alt Craftsmen ea eam Tj 3/1 3/04 3/- Sittingbourne 
Acerington «..+..... He se * Labourers se + 2/8 2/7 2/7 2/64 Skipton U.D. - 
Ar seam SAA he AS ro Bi Grade Town, Grade Town. Grade, | Sleaford U.D. A2 
Alb Hiei... Ad 1 Beate. A2 | Felixstowe .......2.+++++ Ai | Loxton ........... sean ugh .. Al 
yo orrome 3 apa eadpuaine * Burenateca-Grongh ea bP ERG: i Cans caacpaees Bet RE kc Shes chbanaseen A | Smethwick C.B tA 
Alnwick vesseeeeeee A | Burnley .-.. 002 ceeeees Fleetwood ©.........0000+ A | Lyneham (Devon) .......- A2 isham ..+...... A2 
REI sons 2a racnee Mt Burton-on-Trest rok aaa A Faint cgantstesenereseess A Macclesfield r —. ‘County of tA2 
steeeeeees Ay ae See GEO paiccos poster i BOT MSA Mv ececce *e 
eres: teeee tteeedeeee ve Day St. Edmunds ...... Pg Be ers Al ya meng sasesesess¥e “ Southend-on-Sea Dist. A 
huatines. Sc dvaees Buxton .......eeeceeers Al } Frome .....cicccccccee Al | Maltb egcegteesece sf Southport ......... A 
Rite soe S: Byfleet .... Gainsborough R.D Maiden Pn Load a et re Sonth Shields C.B. ..A 
Ardingly, ..2... sretttt''29 | Calder Valley .....62.00++A (Mid. pt.). AZ | Malvern UD. 02020001012 21 eee -A2 
Arundel 00000000000 Cambridge ....2...ss000- A | Gateshead 2.0 ..eeeevees Manchester .....2.2.222. a} Sees “A 
tates # oar yt0e 927 E MMMEIEY bovehn cena A | Gillingham (Kent) ...... Ki | Manningtree’7202000.°7A1 Snes at 
Ashby-de: la-Zouch U.D. |.A | Canterbury .....-.--++- A2 Glossop ..... se eeeeeeees A | Mansfield M.B Als . Al 
Ashby Woulds U.D. ....., eg abtebepenbme Gloucester ooo i ors A| March ...c...00000! "A2 | Stevemnan * 
Ashford (Kent) ........+ A2 | Cardiganshire, County of iA2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 | Margate . .......; “IL2Ta2 1 Stockport a 
Ashford (Middiesex)......A | Catlisle  .........0. 0.05. Godalming .....+++++++ Market Harborough ...".-Al | Stocktor a 
Ashington ‘a | Carmarthenshire, Cnty.of tA> Goole M.B, ....0c.00psee: x aryport sees ne ockton R. A 
poss ~ gulilite Rae s+seeeA'| Cornarvonshire ae’ of tA3 pS a a gti oo cg RE aba’ A | Stockton-on-Tees -A 
Se ekied sas. 2k |MREE ses -nesenie- 3 | Grantham ‘Ni.B, “A | Mellsham = .222220002[A | Stoke Orchard: ce 10UTIAL 
Aspatria and Brayton ....A2 | Castleford ..........+.-- ‘A | Gravesend ....... Melton Constable ........ A2 | Stourbridge M.B. .. » 
Atherstone (parts of) ...-Al | Caterham ..........+++s A | Great Yarmouth . A | Melton Mowbray U.D. Al | St “i ig A 
Aylesbaty .........- ye Chapel-en-ie-Frith .. 2... At | Grimsby C.B.&R.D. (part) A | Merthyr ...........2+4 ‘a. | sermon’ 2 at 
Aylesby (Yorks) ..........A | Charmy Down .......... ‘A | Grimsby R.D. remainder) A2 Middlesbrough ES A | Stratford-on-Avon 
Ayl ’ “44 | Chatham & District AA | Guildford District ...... A2 | Middleton oe ron-Avon M.B 
x ee pore AiR a pe eb Na M Guliboteuair’ 25" RB RE ees Sunderland District 
Bakewe Hagx tt onsneats sA2 I Chelmsford ...... Jalal ae eo Guiseley ...... "A | Milford Haven fre er SES SOR 
. ee ae Cheltenham Rese eee Halesowen M.B. oy Morecambe Swafth idfield M.B. <oult 
fount nt 2 | Chepstow ...20000. 005 At | Halifax ws 2... eee SURE enc nneees -A2 
Barnoldswick UD. .1...1AL | GROEBEY seeeseeeceeseees A | Halstead ‘[A2 | Mun [mn --A2 
Barnsley varies p87 ° a Nodarinet ha en eee s A one eam A .-Al | Nantwich Swindon * er 
Barrow-in-Furness ........ A Chesterficid MB. Se ete 2 Harvendion : a 2 Nelson... -- 2-024 -seees Swinton U.D. coed 
Barowapensoar RB." | Gaerne uib.sc-k | Hin, cccicclA | Rela cceeses-sAd | Femur neeecoc-c 
Mae Co ROOT 22 pha.crs cea « Az | Hartlepool’ ....... 0000s. A | Newcastle-on-Tyne ......A | Tewkesbury .... xe ee ; 
Basford R.D. (exc. Wiese Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Hasleme teeeeeeeree es A osuastis andartenss aA A LS scone — lito poe high a = 
by-on-the-Wolds A2). ham Within and Harden- ———? s+ee++eA2 | New Forest Distri <¢:l SEue eo. ee ol A 
Basingstoke MER orcas occanae Re tT | caccssacvesess A2 | Newmarket lie hae. Al | Thetford .+-+seeeseeere A2 
PPR painless : “7 pa gala wereseen te - a “y Ann A hates oa: Qin Eeasemnt sis Al |. Thorpe Bay ......4.eccurse 
Batl ie eee ee seenhenis ee eeeee eeeeesees Al Haywards Heath ........ A2 Newport Pa il at pee rc Thurrock U.D.C. Area ....A 
| = A mine sts Cleethorpes .............-4 Hemel Hempstead...” ah Seaton Abbot teeeeee he North of, to Billericay A 
acetal Al | Clevedon... orcad At | Henley-on-Thames -:...: A2 | Northallerton Dist.” . "7: an PR ppbesateteh 4 
Beamish istrict .. Mee. ccc see coteak 745.” | Se A2 | Northampton CE seeeee * Todmorden .............. A 
Mis sseeveecessersveds | Clitheroe... +++ eas watcdl } sao tag Cnty. of ...$A2 | North Shields ...220222.2. Mee ale Al 
ee gi seentoestore BT COMES IK a ce'e. LITA | Herne Bay .........2+00: A2 | Norton Radstock 2... Al | Tomes ........ sorters 
Bearpai LOSER eae Cob! ane I iat A 1H netony Ean aoe Leela gaan Ml kath OtMeS .. wes eeee ARE? Al 
re gigedins= te vitws “Ae Colchester eee Sa a A ee WARN a cic cardsc ds A | Nottingham C.B. 1.21127: - Tropenee Well Sas siqeues me 
Bedale R. seeeeeeeees ag CA sie Saale MNEs co chesgioe cin ai A te see S scecee . 
Bedlington saan itd A | Colwyn Bay ...........-Al ey Caen eee A | Tynemouth C.B. .......... A 
ew ae eeES Bn a | OTE soe sceseo colle be enang U.D...........A2 | Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. “A praca Dec atuks Wa cutee ey oe UD. cccccccve cA p emoyy ececcccccecccees - Uttoxeter U.D. ..........A2 
Belper U prnagccabeailly NG Baton. AY kt ee tee Al itchin .......sseeeeeee A Bieter fee Wakefield .... 
Nae sc kascescunve'call Cornwall; County of 12.3A2 | Hoddesdon" "2220000101. | Oster and’Horbury “1227. Wallsend B. : Ne" 
Belton Uy U Capea GF ooo, de PME, cas sneccccnenes need A | Walsall C.B. 
er om covecccceces A | Cranbrook ....-..ccccoceAd | Horsnam npihains nad see 4 Walsde : a 
Berrington. | as-errssees-Al | Cranleigh | +.<0-.02......A2 | Hommichs 14 se+sesseees A Guiendations onal 
Beverley eopacoeeeet av eae coowsecsAe Huddersfield Jaxoncnteigeas A ~~ aoa be 
1 ee wmeeeeen 6). Aa PEE AS cei «alae “< 
nae eesisugen tak ORR ERS CE ae 2 Hunstanton ........+.+- A2 Warrington ; a 
Biggle “ Sea peeones sea Crowborough .........-A2 Huntingdon (Staffs) pg) Warwick MB. cecccccces A 
ppd ai cece Cuckfield .........2..+-A2 | Hikley .. 2... sees eee e ee A Wellington R.D.........Al 
Billingham UD. °212.21.1A | Dalton-in-Furness ........A oe gyi eeeeeuees oseeie Wells (Norfolk) .......-A2 
os a RES eet Darlington District seceee Isle of Sheppey202.202.0A2 Weluya Ger, Gley” =” ceeral 
pee mn seccccccnce Ahh Darwen mon Shanta eee yer Isle of Thanet. .....c0cece A2 West Brom C5. eecee 
irkenhead Bi geaartosisnig a Seen’ ests >a Isle of Wight ............A2 Westbury ......+:+2020 0A 
uckland ........A | Derby C.B. .........5-0-0A Jarrow M.B. A Westcliff-on-Sea ..........A 
Stortford §...... A | Devizes ...........+++-; A2 A Westerham ...... aoe ae 
OBE a os ae occ abet et Olls COMMS OF... 0s GAZ TE asterecons sce tes A Weston-super-Mare corel 
ciaids Comb asec A Lee Spesacueescceale A Weybridge ....,......-+- 
Deere ee ca ceed EDIIOOE “Se cecasescesssoohe A Weymouth = ..... +. 200s At 
i coc: A BRE vic Socnnie'eocsace "a2 | Keynsham .............. A Whitby U.D. ....... ed ciel 
o-oo b Dontaster CB. ois. ccnp Bee re te og A Whitstable and District ..A2 
Seddcccecsoecdh | DDOEKIOE oc ccsecccescs ..Al Al Wickford ........ Aer aieY * 
Meee A | Dorset, County of (except- Widnes ..... 22.2 eee ee A 
Gicctbcce ae ing Poole and Wimborne Wigan ......... sanenanas A 
NEON: pny ddecneess ANDY. vevssecevevccdsncede A Wigton .......0-ee0ee +eA2 
bn wedakeagne DOVE .0cccccccccccsceesAe ees" Willington ....... oaseeaee 
RRS ee” * Al Wilmslow .......+- ogee 
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Wilts. County of icéecacote 


jE eR Driffield U.D............-Al A be he 2 
velacsccccens Aa’ | Dudley MB. .......ccceeh ‘| Rugby M.B...............A | Windermere .......+....A3 
een cet, oP DEMBRNO. | Socks cccoscc deh ‘x | Saffron Walden ..........A2 | Windsor and Eton ......Al 

wees oA Durham City ...........-A A St. Albans. -..++0--0+00+-of = cocececentese aiid 

ee Say al a ace e ie a atta a Bw eeeceee eeeeesese 
County of |. $A2 gong Ee ae = oh) eee ‘A2 WR OND 9 5-0005-08 
recesdivn | ates iit. AS Az | Salisbury City <.2..2..:7a2 | Wokingham, == .5-+-+--Ag 
seresseeeeseesA | Bastwood (Notts.) U.D. ..A A Sulbesy Fiske seeeesees AB bee or = apa b corns ale 

eccccccccccccs shee . Ww geworth eecseess eeesecsteoee 
Sie. eee es ae Littlehampton A2 | Saxmundham ..........A2 Worcester C.B. .......+--A 
AS Se aa ote ae SP swessecese a2 Liverpool . * | Scarborough .........+--A Workington eeeereee +A 
pecioatghcriae Sea sey .- Oe a Landudno . Al Scanthorpe ee ck aia ae Worksop M.B. ceeeee +o 

ie ee OPO ANY Tos ae eee ey lanelly .. MS icaveccadvevceden de sttsessrsees : 
Mia GNe T +ee-Al | London . * | Sevenoaks ......---+ *"** Ag | Wrexham (incl? Cefn) ....A 
UD. 20.2CA | Fakenham .........-++.-A2 | Long Eaton ...- A | Sheerness ...... "srtttt"ag | Wroughton ...........-Al 
Oe Ea | Balmouth v......+++040+A2 | Loughborough A | Sheffield .......cccecneecd Wylam .....-.0---seeeeee A 
(Cheshire) .... Fareham ....cccccccees Louth M.B. .... BE OMI So. cascadeaccocas “A | Wymondham .......... A2 
ie OATS ANS Faversham)... .eeeeeee LOWEN 5 dc ce pecoceys A | Shoeburyness .......--.--- MP MOM. Sccdcctocndatacsos A 





* For Birkenhead; Liverpool, and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 34.; 


urers, 


Craftsmen, 3s. 24d. Labo 


te 2d. Pow rking day. 
Power: rate ar applies except 
Joiners and Plumbers in all towns 


WoMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the — 


Nore. —Ca 


carry out work other than craft processes, 1s. 114d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 468, 


where higher grades are stated. 
and districts receive 
try the rate of wages for women enga; 


2d. per day Tool Allowances. ( 
ged in craft processes is 2s. 34d. per hour. 





Labourers, 2s. 94d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-— 


Women introduced to 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Importation of Plywood 

Applications for import licences for ply- 
wood, laminboard, blockboard and batten- 
board from countries, other than. Finland, 
to which the open general licence does not 
apply, should in future be addressed to the 
Board of Trade, Import Licensing Branch, 
Romney House, Tufton-street, S.W.1, and 
not to the Timber Control, Lacon House, 
as hitherto. 

Importers are reminded that applications 
relating to countries from which purchases 
are made solely on Government account 
cannot at present be entertained. 


Steel Distribution Scheme 


Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning circular, No. 59/51, is concerned with 
the control which, as already announced, the 
Government have decided to establish as 
from December 3 next over the distribution 
of certain forms of non-alloy steel. The 
arrangements by which this is to be done 
will be similar to those in operation up to 
May, 1950. The requisite Statutory Order will 
be made shortly by the Minister of Supply. 

With regard to housing work done under 
licence, including new houses, conversions, 
repairs and maintenance, etc., and for hous- 
ing work under the £100 “free limit,” the 
circular states that the Minister looks to 
housing authorities to issue I.S. Authorisa- 
tions; and after consultation with the Local 
Government Associations, housing authori- 
ties will undertake this task. All 
registered builders have been informed by 
the Ministry of Works of the new arrange- 
ments for controlling the distribution of 
non-alloy steel. Those who require steel 
either under a building licence for housing 
work, or for similar work being carried out 
without licence under the free limit, have 
been asked to complete a form of applica- 
tion and to transmit this to the appropriate 
local authority. 


Semi-Manufactures of Copper, etc. 


For the two quarters since April 1, 1951, 
exports of semi-manufactures of copper and 
copper alloys have been restricted to approxi- 
mately half the rate prevailing in the first 
six months of 1950. The Board of Trade 
now announce that, because of the continu- 
ing world shortage in the supply of the raw 
materials involved, and the high level of 
the demand far these semi-manufactures for 
essential purposes, these restrictions are to 
be extended in the same form for a further 
period of three months from the end of 
September. Another announcement will be 
made before the end of the year. 


HELP FOR PRIVATE HOUSING 
Council May Provide Plots 


NorTHwicH Rural District Council, 
Cheshire, are considering a scheme for the 
provision of building plots for people who: 
want to build their own houses. They found 
that the high prices for such plots, plus 
development charges, proved a stumbling 
block to private home builders as the final 
figure usually worked out at about £500. 

The council have now found suitable land, 
the district valuer’s figure for which was 
£647—£100 per acre. It is said by the chair- 
man of the housing committee (Mr. HERBERT 
Brapsury) that 59 people have applied for 
plots on the estate. . 

It was stated. by Mr. G. A. Bowyer, a 
builder and a member of the council, that 
people would be able to get a plot for about 
£200 less than by private negotiation. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from March 5, 1951. 


effort is made to ensure accuracy, 
Grade Classification 
Aberdeen .... 
Ayrshire 
Banff A 
Berwickshire . A 
Bridge of Allan A 
Broughty Ferry.. A 
Clackmannanshire ...... ifeshire.... fk 
A 
A 
A 


Dumfriesshire 
Dundee ....... ft 
Dunoon , f 


East Fife... 
















Dunblane ........... 
Dunbartonshire 
umffies ........ 











Every 


but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 
A —— arenes O/IE 


Labourers ...... 2/8 


vA 
oA 
oA 





Soatursheiive. 
St. Andrews . 
Selkirkshire 
Stewartry .... 
ee 
Stornoway . 
Tayport ....... 





A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
uA 
A 
A 
A 





The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is asia provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright. 





e * 
The Scottish Builder 
Design Chief Appointed 
Mr. ALISTER MAYNARD has been appointed 
Chief Officer to the Scottish Committee of 
the Council of Industrial Design, in succes- 
sion to Mr. Wyndham Goodden, and will 
take up duty immediately. 


East Kilbride Show House 


AN experiment in the guidance of future 
tenants of New Town houses began on 
September 26 with the opening, by East 
Kilbride Development Corporation, of a 
“show house ” fully furnished and equipped 
to illustrate the use of contemporary furni- 
ture in modern homes. A three-bedroomed 
terrace house in the Murray Development 
(off Auldhouse-road) at East Kilbride was 
chosen as typical of New Town houses, and 
the Corporation invited .the Council of 
Industrial Design Scottish Committee to 
furnish and equip it. 

The scheme of furnishing and decoration 
has been restricted to articles and materials 
available in Glasgow shops. All the fur- 
niture is tax free and the price of everything 
in the house is shown. The show house is 
not put forward as a pattern to be copied 
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PEARL FINISHES 
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Chromic Anodising. 
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LONDON E.C.1 
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but as one of many possible ways of using 
contemporary furniture to the best effect in 
homes built to modern standards. It will 
be open to the public from 2-6 p:m. on 
weekdays and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sundays until October 21. 


Fire Precautions 
INTRODUCING a poster-leaflet on fire pre- 
cautions for shops and small factories, at a 
Press conference in Edinburgh recently, 
Miss MARGARET HERBISON, M-:P., Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, said the Government, in collaboration 
with the local fire brigade authorities, had 
recently been making special efforts to reduce 
the toll which fire takes each year. 


For large factories and some other places 
of special risk, she said, there was a strict 
statutory code, involving the close inspec- 
tion of fire precautions. A detailed code of 
exactly this kind would not be appropriate, 
however, for the smallest type of factory, or 
for shops, where conditions varied so greatly 
from business to business. But a serious 
fire risk might exist in such premises. Every 
firm in Scotland, she was sure, was anxious 
to do everything in its power to avoid fires, 
with their consequences in human suffering 
and material damage. But not all of them 
knew exactly what was required in the way 
of precautions against the outbreak of fire, 
and the proper steps to minimise its effects 
if it did break out. To make these better 
known, it was decided to produce this 
poster-leaflet. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans have been approved for a new motor 
bus depot, garage and offices, etc, at The 
Wagegon-rd., for which the S.M.T. Western Company 
Divis:on, Ltd., New-st., Edinburgh, are the 
architects. 

Edinburgh.—Pians for a new prim. sch. to'cost 
£120,000 at Lampacre-rd., Carrick Knowe, have been 
approved by Edinburgh Dean ef Guild Court. It 
will have 17 classrooms and an assemb‘y hal). 
Later, a separate dining-hall and gymnasium will 
be added. 

Erskine Ferry.—Work is te start shortly on the 
erection of a new extension to the Erskine Hospital, 
which will be devoted to !imbiess ex-Service men. 
Architects are R. J. Waker & Smith, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for Hector 
Powe, Ltd., Regent-st.. AR cay W.C., for scheme 
~ enlargement and alteration at 35 to 39, Gordon- 

for which the architects are Will. J. B. Wright 
t “Kirkwood, F.A.R.I.B.A., Carlton House, Blyth» 
wood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Pians are to be prepared for 74 cor- 
poration houses to be erected at the Cotton Mill-rd. 
site, for or ay the architect is Robert L. Rankine, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.I., Honsing Dept. Offices, 
Muni-ipal Bui‘d: ngs, Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Greenock.—Plans have been prepared by the con- 
tractor’s own architects for houses and s 
which will be erected at Inverskip-st. by 
Blair & Sons, Joiners and Contractors, Glebe, 
Greenock. 

Kilwinning.—Plans in hand for scheme of 
houses which are to be erected by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., at the Fergushill 
site. Secretary to the Association, 19, Palmerston- 
Pe West End. Edinburgh. 

otherwen-w. ishaw.—Corporati on has 


approved 
jegaten of 18 houses at Wilson-st. 
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wigton-rd. Architect, J. Bennett Scott, F.R.1.B.A., 
Municipal-chbrs., The Cross, Motherwell-Wishaw. 
Skye.—The Northern Regional Hospital Board 
pr ageee to erect, a new general hospital at Vroad- 
i It will atso serve Inverness-shire and Western 
208s. 

Strathavon.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
a agglt halls building, for which the architect is 
John H. Hamilton, Strathavon. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments .open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of eacoate hs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; gger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; A the name ae address at the 


end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtai 4 

BUILDING 

OCTOBER 38. 


Cornwall C.C.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. at New- 
quay. County A., County Hall, Truro. Dep. £5 5s. 

*+Hampshire ©.C.—Erection of library at Alder- 
shot. Maxwell Aylwin and Reginald Kemp, Market- 
chbrs., High-st., Alton. Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by 


October 30. 
OCTOBER 10. 
*tCorby Development Corporation.—Proposed 
licensed premises at Studfall-ave. R. F. Brooks 
Grundy, The Stone-house. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 12. 

*tBeddington and Wallington B.C.—Three blocks 
of two-storey dwellings at York-st. and Percy-rd., 
Beddington Corner. . &§., Town Hall, Walling: 
ton, Surrey. 

*+Dukinfield B.C.—36 houses, Yew Tree-la. site. 
C., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by October 31. 

*tNorth East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—Adaptations at St. Peter’s Hospital, 
Maldon, to form nurses’ oe Secretary to the 
Board, ‘Lia, Portland-pl., 

*tThe Corby (New Sia State Management 
Advisory Com.—Erection and completion of licensed 
premises at Studfall-ave. R. F. Brooks Grundy, 
The Stone-hse. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 1 

*t+Bedfordshire C.C.—Fire Station with drill and 
hose-drying tower at Ampthill. County A., Shire 
Hall, Bedford. 

*Essex C.C.—Erection Cowslip-rd. infants’ school, 


Woodford. H. Conolly (F.), County Architect, 
Chelmsford. 

OCTOBER 15. 
Beds. Standing Joint Committee.—Detached 


police house at Langford and Eaton Socon. County 
A. No dep. 
*Canterbury T.C.—22 houses, 


ry London-rd. housing 
site. City A., ; Seaaipalaiiae. 


Dep. £2 2s. 


*+Southamp' — School, Valentine-av., 
Shirley. Bore’ ehrchiiect, Dep. £2 2s, Tenders by 
November 14. 


OCTOBER 16. 
*+Bristoy T.C.—Erection of prim. sch. at Hart- 
Gitte estate. City A., Eagle-hse., 
. £2 2s.' Tenders by November 14. 
ga St. Edmunds Boro’.—56 ene P aes 4 
as estate. N. C. Goldsmith, B.E, Dep. 


*Essex C.C.—Two additional classrooms, Tilbury 
Upper ward primary school. 4H. Conolly (F.), 
Coanty Architect, Chelmsford. 

*Folkestone B.C.—Four houses at Tram-rd. B.E., 
Municipal Offices, West-ter. Dep. £3. 3s. 

*Walthamstow 8B.C.—Erection of 
kiosk, Selbourne-rd. Recreation Ground. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

*tWest Sussex C.C.—Two flats with gorges at 
Madeira-ave., Bognor Regis. County A., County 
Hall, Chichester. 

OCTOBER 18. 

*Brighton C.B.—Erection of home for old people, 

—_ Hill-ave. B.E: & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. - Dep. 


refreshment 
Boro’ A., 


~Sieemenaine Police Authority—Erection of three 
pairs of police houses, Nightingale-ave., Eastleigh. 
County A., The Castle, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 

*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board.—Admission 
hospital and out-patient clinic, St. Luke’s , Hospital, 
Middlesbrough. E. B. Jenkins, “ Dunira,” Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle. . 


OCTOBER 19. 
” Gwyrfai R.D.C.—22 houses at Rhosgadlan. J. 
rgd Williams, Regent-hse.,. Penmaenmawr. 


Dep. 


Colston-ave. ° 


THE BUILDER 


*+tHampshire C.C.—Erection of prim. schools at 
Eastleigh and Havant. County A., The Castle, 
Winchester. Dep. £2 2s 

*tHampshire ©.C.—Erection of a laboratory at 
Micheldever asphalt plant. County A., The Castle, 


Winchester. Dep. £1 1s 
*Reigate B.C.—Erection of garages at three 
oo, George G. Sanderson, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. 
Town Hall, Reigate. 


‘maids R.D.C.—Ten houses and ancillary works 
at Fradswell. a" Council Offices, 7, St. Mary’s- 
gr. Dep. £2 

OCTOBER 20. 

Axminster U.D.C.—Ten houses, Fox Hill estate. 
Powel] and Powell, Grosvenor-chbrs., 32, ‘he 
Terrace, Torquay. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Neston U.D.C.—8 houses, TLiverpool-Raby-rd. 


housing scheme. G. D. Walford & Partners, 
ge A surveyors, 20, Castle-st., Liverpool, 2. 
ep 


*Stepney B.C.—Repairs to requisitioned premises. 
Chief Technical Officer for War Damage, 191-193, 
Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 22. 
Matiock U. Mate Be ys bus station 


at Bakewell-rd., Matlock Town Hall, 
Matlock. Dep. £1. 

*Rochdale C.B.—20 flats and six houses. BS., 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


Tavistock U.D.C.—Three houses, one shcp and 
one flat at Greenlands estate. "Rossington and 
Fogden, National Provineial Bank-chbrs., Tavi- 
stock, Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 23. 

*Durham County Police Authority.—Two ‘police 
houses, Firewood-cres., High Spen. G. R. Clayton 
(F.), Court-la 

*Hambledon R.D.C.—36 houses and 4 bungalows. 
E. & 8. Dep. 23 3s. 

OCTOBER 25. ‘ 

*Bridlington B.C.—30 houses, West Hill estate. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

Lindsey €.C.—12 police houses at various sites. 
County A., County Offices, Lincoln. 

‘Sunderland Corporation.—Memorial homes for 
old people at Hill View estate. Boro’ A., Grange- 
hse., Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 26. 
*Durham T,.C.—20 houses, apace Moor. 
City E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


“Durham T.C.—Construction a 12 garages at 
Sunderland-rd. housing estate. City E., Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 
*Grazeley.—Village hall, Bloomfield Hatch-la., 
Grazeley, near Reading. Chas. Smith & Son, 


F/A.R.1.B.A., 164, Friar-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Reading ©.B.—Conversion of building «at 
Crescent-rd. into metal workshop and drawing 
office. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 


OCTOBER 27. 


*Dagenham B.C.—36 flats, Woodlands estate, 
Rainham-rd. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Kirkburton U.D.C.—Ten houses, Shelley-la. Noel 


Heppenstall, 135, Armitage-rd., Milnsbridge, Hud- 
dersfield. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 31. 


*Bucks ©.C.—Primary school, Booker ee 
s. 


Wycombe, County A.,. Aylesbury. .Dep. 
*Camberwell B.C.—24 dwellings, Hanover Park 
and Paul-rd. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Camberwell B.C.—16 davellings, Naylor-rd. B.E. 
& S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Chertsey U.D.C.—Ten houses, together with out- 
houses, paths and fencing (contract No. 32), Con 
quest-rd., Addlestone, FE. & §., Council Offices 
Dep. £1 Is. 

*Dodworth U.D.C.—64 houses on two sites. L, 
Willoughby, Housing Offices, Council Offices, Dod- 
worth, near Barnsley. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lincoin ©€.C.—Additional temporary classrooms 
and sanitary accommodation at Skellingthorpe sch, 
County A., County Offices, Sleaford. 

NOVEMBER 2. 


*Beckenham B.C.—12 maisonettes. B.E. & S&., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

*Luton B.C.—72 flats at various sites. B.E., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


' NOVEMBER 65. 

*Eccles B.C.—Ten shops with housing accommo 
dation above at Ellesmere Park estate. B. & 
S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southwick U.D.C.—18 houses, Windmill site. &.- 
& 8S. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 7. ; 

“Stourbridge Boro.—Six shops, four maisonettes, 
two flats and nine garages, Norton estate. G. N. 
Maynard, B.E. & S. Dep. £3 

*Ware R.D.C.—Four houses, Standon, Ww. 
Davidge “— ——— 5, Victoria-st., Westminster. 
London, 


NO 
*East Ashford RD-C Eight houses and two 
bungalows at Boughton Aluph and Chilham Lees. 
C., Council Offices, 8, Elwick-rd., Ashford, Kent. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
OCTOBER 17. 


Esher U.D.C.—Repainting of steel bridges over 
rivers Mole and Ember. E. & §., Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 Is. 

OCTOBER 23 

Rochdale C.B.—Internal painting of Market Hall, 

B.S., Town Hall. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER rahi 


OCTOBER 1 

Keighfey B.C.—Asphalt cauceton of trunk road 
No. 65 and county road A.629. B.E. & 8., College-st. 

a B.C.—Reconstruction of part of Queen’s- 
rd. . & &., College-st. 

inate B.C.—Resurfacing of Burnley-rd., 
A.646. BS., Municipal Offices, Rise-la., Todmorden. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 17. 

Surbiton B.C.—Construction of carriage drive and 
soil sewer on the Riverhill estate, Worcester Park- 
rd. B.E. & S., Council Offices, Ewell-rd., Surbiton. 

OCTOBER 19. 

Ashbourne R.D.C.—Laying of water mains, etc- 
H. Litchfield, Compton Offices. Dep, £2 2s. 

Slough B.C.—Street works at Crofthill estate- 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 22. 

Bushey U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Coldharbour 
Farm estate. E.-& S., Council Offices, Rudolph-rd- 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Warrington C.B.—Roads and sewers at Orferd 
Neighbourhood Unit (site No. 4). B.S., Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s 
OCTOBER 23. 
tlford 8B.C.—Reconstruction of contegaues. 
Cranbrook-rd. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 


OCTOBER 24. 

Oldbury B.C.—Construction of carriageways at 
Brandhall housing estate. B.S., Municipal nk - 
chbrs. Dep. £2 %s. 

OCTOBER 26. 
eicester T.C.—_Roads and sewers at Braunstone 
Frith estate. City S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 1. 
‘B.C.—Roads and sewers at Lime Trees 
B.E. & 8., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 5. 

Middlesex C.C.—Pedestrian subway under Great 
West-rd. County E., 10, Great George-st., West- 
minster, S.W.1. Dep. £5. 

NOVEMBER 6. 

Ruthin R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
schemes at Llanarmon and Erryrys. Sir Herbert 
Humphries & McDonald, 9%, WNavigation-st., 
Birmingham, 5. Dep. £5. 


Ealing 
housing estate. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Caterham and Warlingham.—Home ror AGrp.— 
U.DC. have approved plans by Surrey C.C, for 
eréction of a home for the aged at Wren Park, 
Whyteleafe. . 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Dwe.iines.—Town 
Planning Com. have.approved plans for erection of 
eight flats and four houses at Harrow-rd. and 
Parleigh-rd. 


J 
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Croydon. —MaisonettEes. — M‘O.H,. granted T.C, 
loan sanction of £13,869 for erection of eight 
maisonettes and two houses at Grange Park-rd., 
ame ao Heath. Lay-out plans by Boro’ Architect’s 

ept. 

Dagenham.—Facrory.—Plans for a factory at 
Hainault Industria) Estate for Tiffen & Bealer, Lid., 
3, Pine-st., E.C.1, have received town planning 
approval. 

Lewisham.—MaisoneTTEs.—B.C. approved proposed 
[pours for erection of 16 maisonettes at junction of 

artmouth-rd. and Sydenham Park-rd. Plans by 
Boro’ A.’s Dept. 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iincs.—B,.©, approved lay-out 
ome for erection of eight 2-storey flats and seven 

ouses at Shorndean-st., Sportsbank-st. and Engle- 
heart-rd., Oatford. Plans by Boro’ A.’s Dept, 

Lewisham.—Dwe.iinas.—Plans by Boro’ A. for 
11 houses, nine bungalows, 38 flats and 32 maison- 
ettes at Westwood-hill, Sydenham, have been 
approved by B.C. 

Lewisham.—Dweiincs.—B.C. to buy 8 acres of 
land at Eliot-pl., Blackheath, for erection of 154 
dwe:lings. Plans by Boro’ A.’s Dept. 

Leyton,—MaisonetTes.—Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Com. have instructed Boro’ E. and S. to 
arrange for bills of quantities for three blocks of 
maisonettes at High-rd. _ : 

Leyton.—Hovses.—Housing and Town Planning 
Com. propose application to M.L.G. and P. for per- 
mission to borrow £9,448 for erection of four houses 
at Crownfield-rd. and two houses at Ellingham-rd. 
Plans by Boro’ a 

Leyton.—MatisonetTes.—Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning have granted loan sdnction of 
£77,818 for erection of 50 maisonettes and one flat 
at Harvey-rd. area. Plans by Boro’ E. 

Sutton and Cheam. — Dwe.iinas.— Consent to 
borrow £62,892 for erection of flats, bungalows and 
old people’s houses has been received by B.C. Plans 
by Boro’ A 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Atherton.—U.D.C, to carry out renovations to 
York-st. Central Library, and received sanction to 
expenditure of £60,070 on erection of 48 houses 
at Hag Fold estate. 

Basford.—R.D.C. have approved scheme for pro- 
vision of 200 special allocation miners’ houses at 
western side of Calverton. . 

Bedlington.—M.L.G. & P. has sourered site 
works for 106 houses at Stead-la. South, for U.D.C. 
Council also proposed to erect 12 bungalows at 
Clayton-st. 

Belfast. — Corporation Police Com. recommend 
acquisition of land at the corner of Cadogan Park 
and Lisburn-rd., for erection of fire station. 

Biggleswade.—R.D.C. has been aliocated 50 
houses for first six months of 1952. 

Bingham.—R.D.C. has been allocated 80 houses 
for 1952-53 programme. Housing Com. recommend 
erection of 18 at Bingham; four at Cropwell Butler; 
four at Holme Pierrepont; 12 at Keyworth; four a 
Owthorpe; and 18 at Radcliffe-on-Trent. : 

Birkenhead.—B.C. approved plans for erection 
of showrooms and offices at junction of Waterpark- 
rd. and Storeton-rd., for Beresford Nurseries; 
erection of commercial garage at corner of E]ms- 
wood-rd. and Borough-rd., for Messrs. Hardings, 
architects are R. & E. J. Eccles, Hamilton-sq., 
Birkenhead; and conversion of 3%, Shrewsbury-rd. 
into four flats, for Dr. Mitchell, architects 
are W. M. & M. W. Shennan, Liverpool. 

Birkenhead.—Ed. Com. propose erection of new 
junior and infants’ sch. at Prenton. Est. cost, 


£87,000. Plans by T. A. Brittain, Boro’ A. 
Boidon.—Durham Coal Board to erect workshop 
and buildings for central joinery workshop at 


Whitburn Colliery. —U.D.C. has received sanction to 
borrow £79,472 for construction of 64 houses. at 
Lizard-la., Whitburn. 

Bolton.—R.C. Diocese of Salford propose new 
church at Johnson Fold estate. B.C, approved 
plans for layout of land at Albert-rd. West, for 
Tempest Estates, Ltd.; conversion of house to 
school at 1874, Chorley New-rd., for trustees of 
Bolton School; extensions and alterations at 
Crook-st., Thynne-st., for Trev Barker, ; 
buildings for waste elimination plant off Raikes-la., 
for B.C.; extensions at 111, St. Georges-rd., for 
B. Robinson & Co, (Bolton), Ltd.; extensions and 
alterations at 618, Manchester-rd., for Cars and 
Caravans (Bolton), Ltd. B.C. propose laundry at 
Hollins Cottage Homes. 

Border.—R.D.C. to build 20 houses at Longtown. 

Bri e.—Iredale Bros., Lid., have received 
planning approval for six houses at Woodhouse-la. 


Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose 18 houses at Snake- 
la., Alvechurch, 14 at Shaw-la., Stoke, and two 
at Beoley. Architect is H. W. T, Gough, Birming- 
ham. Also 20 at Wythall. Architect is J. B. 
Cooper, Birmingham. 

_ Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved layout for comple- 
tion of Charford estate; office extensions at 
Birmingham-rd., for U.D.C.; additional classrooms 
at Technieal Sch., for C.C. ; offices and petrol pumps 
at Regal Garage, Worcester-rd., for Jones Bros. ; 
and rebuilding of printing works at 45, High-st., 
for Messenger Co., Ltd. 

Cheadie.—Stoke-on-Irent Hospital Management 
Com. propose adaptation of Isolation Hospital, as 
a maternity home. 

omg 2 BF oct Sod P. have approved 
scheme for 29 flats, eight shops and 10 garages at 
Springfield Park estate. . or 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


LEAD CHEAPER 


The Ministry of: Materials announces that as 
from October 1, the price of imported good soft 
pig lead is reduced from £180 to £175 per ton 
Lea a ny ag ll sais. ane a i 
made sible by improved terms of supply agr 
with Commonwealth producers, 

The Ministry of Supply is making arrangements 
for corresponding adjustments in the controlled 
prices of scrap. 

No change will be made for the time being in the 
Ministry of Materials’ selling price for zinc. 


SULPHURIC ACID 


The Minister of Materials has made an“order> 
with effect from October 1, permitting increases on 
the maximum prices of sulphuric acid. These 
increases are due to the rise in the price of imported 
pyrites and in freight rates for both sulphur and 


pyrites. 

The additions to maximum prices are 14s. per 
ton on weak acid (77 per cent. HzSO4) and 27s. per 
ton on strong ‘acid (more than 84.02 per cent. 
H2SOy). 

Copies of the order, the ame Acid (Prices) 
(Amendment) Order 1951 (S.I. 1951, No. 1717), 
are obtainable from the Stationery Office, price 2d. 

POLISHED PLATE GLASS 
The Ministry of Works announces that, at the 
request of the manufacturers, the prices of polished 
late glass have béen increased from October 1. 
he change is due to increased costs, mainly wages, 
materials and transport. 

The new prices represent an average increase of 
10 per cent. on all plate glass, but the result is 
secured by applying varying increases to the different 
types and sizes, 











_ Cheitenham=—Housing Com. have approved pre- 
liminary designs submitted by Boro’ S. for erection 
of eight shops with 12 maisonettes over at Lyn- 
worth estate, four shops and flats at Alma-rd. 
estate, and seven shops and 13 maisonettes at 
Rowanfield estate. _ 

Durham.—City Engineer has. prepared plans for 
20 houses at Framwellgate Moor. 

_Durham.—Erection of four police houses at Car- 
ville-ter., Willington, for C.C. Plans by County A., 
Court-la., Durham. a 

Gateshead.—T.C.’s Chief A., H. J. Cook, has pre- 
pared plang for 109 houses at Wrekenton estate. 

Gosforth.—Funds are being raised for proposed 
Jewish communal centre opposite Henry-st., on 
Great North-rd. ‘ 

_ Halesowen.—Licensing justices: approved altera- 
tions to Queens Head Inn. 

Hambliedon.—R.D.C. have been allocated further 
50 houses for 1951. ‘ 

Killarney.—U.D.C, seek sanction for erection of 
100 houses. 

Kirkham.—U.D.C. approved lay-out plans for pro- 
posed new housing estate at Freckleton-rd, pro- 
viding for 30 houses. 

Lancs.—E.C. received approval for purchase and 
adaptation of ‘ Woodville,” Longridge, as a resi- 
dential sch. in 1961-52 programme. Adaptations 
and erection of new dormitory block, est. cost 
£30,000. G. Noel Hill, County A., Preston. 

_ Leyland.—U.D.C. have been granted extra alloca- 
tion of 300 houses for workers at the Ministry of 
Supply new tank factory at Farington. 

Liskeard.—B.C. has been allocated 20 houses fer 
1952, and Housing Com. are to prepare layout plans 
for 16 council houses at Lanchard. 
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Litheriand.—18 bungalows at Netherton Park 
estate. Architects are O. Williams & Sutcliffe, 24, 
Dale-st., Liverpool. ; 

Liv .—Housing Com. have approved rede- 
velopment’ proposals for erection of 30 flats at 
Blenheim-st. E 

ee ening Com. approved development 
peopessys Tor completion of the development of 

yarwick-gdns. by the erection of 15 flats. . 

Liverpool.—Housing Com. have approved proposal 
for erection of approximately 100 multi-storey flats 
at Sparrow Hall estate. 

Liverpool.—Trustees of Speke Baptist Church pro- 
pose erection of new church at Og‘et-la. 

Lieyn.—R.D.C. to erect eight houses at Llangybi. 

Longhenton.—U.D.C. Surveyor, A. E. Sweetman, 
pee, Beoneaee plans for 16 houses at Ashleigh-gr., 

nton. 


Macclesfield.—R.D.C. to acquire site at Chelford 
for erection of houses for overspill populations, 
and approved plans for new factory and offices at 
London-rd., Adli n, for Stockdale Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Stockport. 


port.—Cumberland C.C. propose aeeee of > 


Mary 
new sec. Sch. J. H. Haughan, County A., Kendal. 

Middlesbrough.—Kitching & Co,., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, are architects for temporary offices 
and stores at Tees Iron Works, Cargo Fleet, for 
Tees Towing Co.; factory in Suffield-st., for Greco 

ros.; and alterations in Park-rd. North, for 
British Legion.—Factory extension is proposed at 
Kast Mid a trading estate by North- 
Eastern Tradin tates, Lid., Gateshead, for J. 
Wilson & Son, .—Layout plan for seven shops 
at Saltersgill-av. has been prepared by Thomas A. 
Crawford, Borough-rd., Middlesbrough, for C. Hob- 
son.—Alterations are proposed at Corporation-rd. 
for Mason & Sons, to pons by Garbutt, Archibald 
and Archibald, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough.—M.E. has 
approved £125,000 scheme for new college at Long- 
lands, for E.C. Architect is T. R. Middleton. 
Education Offices, Middlesbrough. : 

Neweastle.—An admission hospital and clinic for 
outpatients is to be built at. Middlesbrough 
Hospital by Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. 
—_ by Board staff, ‘“‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Preliminary plans have been 
prepared for new college of technology to cost 
£718,000. First stage, to be undertaken next year, 
will cost £175,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Tyne Improvement Com- 
mission is to build two modern coal-loading 
staithes at Whitehill Point at an estimated cost 
of £600,000. Plans by Commissioners’ Engineer, 
T..C, Offices, Berwick-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,—!'.C, to build a home for 44 
old men at Kenton Hall. Plans by City A., G. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. ) 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by _C. S.. Errington, 
4, Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for rebuild- 
ing of store premises at Leighton-st., Newcastle, 
for W. Shepherd & Son, have been approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—In connection with Church of 
St. Basil and St. James, Newcastle-on-Tyne, a 
church igs to be built at Ponteland-rd.,. Newcastle, 
Arciiitects are Edwards & Manby, 52, Eldon-pl., 
Newcastle. ; 

Néweastle-on-Tyne.—Tine Central Agency Films 
are to build film storage vaults at_the Friars, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Architect is C. Solomon, §&t. 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Newport.—U.D.C. to erect further 50 houses. 

North Riding.—County A., County Hall, North- 
allerton, has prepared plans for two police houses 
at Helmsley and one house, office and garage at 
Sinnington. f : 

Nottingham.—E.C. propose erection of first section 
of proposed new Technical College buildings. 

Ormskirk.—M.L.G. and P. have agreed to grant 
permission for U.D.C. to erect further 30 houses at 
Scott estate as an extension to existing contract. 

Parbold.—H.- & R. Ainscough, Ltd., propose 
rebuilding of Newburgh Mills, . £100,000. 

Poembroke.—B.C. to proceed with scheme for re- 
bui:ding Temperance Hall, Pembroke Dock, at an 
est. cost of £42,545. é 

Penrith.—Brampton Public Utility Society is 
being asked to build 50 houses to accommodate 
workers employed by British Plasterboard, Ltd. 


Ronaldsway.—Ronaldsway Aircraft Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of new factory buildings. 

Settle.—R.D.C. propose erection of 16 houses at 
Low Bentham. ' 

Sheffield.—T.C. received allocation of 16 houses 
for erection in groups. near municipal farms in 
S.W. area, for agricu‘tural workers. _ 

South Shields.—Boro’ E., John Reid, has pre- 
pared plans for 48 houses at Sunniside estate, 
Cleadon Park, : 

Stockport.—John Morris (Firesnow), Ltd., John- 
son-st., are to build a factory at Macclesfield’s new 
industrial estate. The building is estimated. to 
cover an area of between 12,000 and 13,000 sq. ft. 
and will incorporate machine shops and a foundry. 

Stone.—R.D.C. approved revised layout for 12 
houses at Hilderstone. Received increase of alloca- 
tion to 43. Z 

Sunderland.—T.C. is being recommended to spend 
further £10,000 on provision of messroom, kitchen 
and recreation room at Fulwell Fire Station. Boro’ 

is H. C. Bishop, Grange-hse., Stockton-rd., 


Sunderland. 

h.—Erection of 300 houses at Chirton 
Grange, for T.C. Plans by Boro’ E., 16, North- 
umberland-sq., North Shields. 
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October 5 1951 


T yr yey i ga og to build three jpovels 
for aged people; £37,500. Plans by M. 
O’Herhily, Boro 

Uttoxeter.—R.D.C. received approval for layout 
of 24 houses at Rocester. 

Walisend.—L. G. Mouehel & Partners, Ltd., 9, 
Ellison-p]., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared pro- 
posals for repairing the jetty at Cleland’s shipyard, 
Willington Quay. 

Warrington.—M.0.W. propece to build M.O.F. 
storage building at Shaw Heath 

West Hartlepoo!.—T.C. has received an extra allo- 
cation of 102 houses. Boro’ A. is A. G. Sinclair. 

Wigan.—T.C. to build extensions at Wenaiets 
C.P. sch.; propose alterations at Market Hall; 
prepare quantiiies for Occupation Centre at Scot- - 
TX. approved pians for pithead baths at Summer- 
saies Colliery, for N.C.B.; petrol filling station, 
offices and showrooms at’ Union Bridge, for J 
Plumpton, architect, ig L, Pierpoint, Wigan; single- 
storey extension to. factor at I. Lamberhead 
Green estate, for N. W. ndustrial Estates, Ltd., 
Liverpool. 

Worcester,—T.C. 
Andrews Church. 
_ Wrexham.—British Celanese, Lid., 
licences for erection of £2,000,000 factory. 


TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes pr Ul ted. 
+ Denotes recommended Toe “acceptance, 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modifications. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Aberdeen.—Plans prepared for 126 houses for the 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., which 
are to be erected on the Northfield site. *The Weir 
Housing Corporation, Ltd., Coatbridge. 

Barrow-in-Furness._—Extensi ions to out-patients’ 
department and casialty theatre at North Lonsda‘e 
Hospital, for Regional Hospital Board: *Wm. Hull 
& Sons, Ltd., Rawlinson-st., Barrow, £50,400 

Berwick-upon-Tweed.—28 houses. with ancillary 
works at Spittal, for B.C.: *David Storar & Sons, 
Spittal, Berwick-upon-Tweed (10), and *T. Gardiner 
& Son, Berwick-upon-Tweed (18), £48,000. 


approved restoration of St. 


received 





Birmingham,—Ereetion of secondary technical 
sch, at Bourneville, for E.C.: *W. J. Whittall & 
— Lta., Lancaster- rd., Aston Cross, Birming- 
1am 


Blackburn.—Alterations and extensions at Royal 
ae *Frank Hutchinson & Senior, Farn- 
worth, 

pa Nac —Centralisation of laundry services at 
Wesham Park Hospital: *Isaac Braithwaite & 
Son (Engineers), Ltd., Kendal. 

Bridge-Blean.—68 houses at Broad Oak housing 
site, Sturry, near Canterbury, for R:D.C. Surveyor 
is R. Miles, A.R.S.IL., and quantities by A. W 
West, F.R.L.CS. 


J. Neaves & Son, Ltd., 3, Dane John, © 

Canterbury... as see bes IBK2Q50 
Geo. ee ona & Son, Ltd., Northgate-st., 

Canterbur: jes maa vee 111,275 
J. Wiltshier. & Co., “Ltd. “Stour- st., Canter- 

bury 110,320 
G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., Widred- rd., 

Dover ... 109,574 
Bowzells, Ltd., 21, “Victoria- rd., Deal .:. 108,608 
J. Jd. Clayson, "Lyminge, nr. Folkestone. ... 105,406 
R. Costain, Ltd., St. George’s-pl., Canter- 

bury ... Ja aay pr ‘— in ... 102,403 
Greenhill Construction Co., no 

Herne Bay ae oo ‘s 101,895 
Tyler. (Contractors), Ltd., ’ Bristol- Dl., 

Ramsgate 99,636 


Mary nS. Ltd., Minster, Ramsgate x 

Ward, ‘Ltd., 37a, te nase, comms rd., 

TERIOR oe Se ccte 99,013 
B. R. on beg Whitstable 
D. C. Heard & Co., Ramsgate sal 
*Grommant Bros., 100, asia sh rd., Rams- 

gate “f 96,763 

sshiatilatihieoliieaan tor RD. C. —12 at Dodford : 
*Hall Green Builders, Ltd., £217,810; 18 at Crofton: 
“Kemps, Lid., £25,319 

Carmarthen.—Erection +. H.Q. and fire station 
at Lime Grove-av. W. T, Lioyd (A), Coanty Hall, 
Carmarthen, and quantities by W. T. Hills, 
sea: *Messrs. J. M. Evans, Ltd., Blue-st:, 
marthen. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—64 dwellings at 
Blanchmans Farm, for U.D.C.: *Walter Smith & 
Partners, £81,264. 

Caterham ang Warlingham.—Six houses at 
Blanchmans-rd., for U.D.C.:. *Walter Smith & 
Partners, £8,700. 

Cheadts hc eg —10 houses at Weston Comey, 
for R.D.C.: *Mr. J. A. Bailey, Cheadle, £13,689. 

Chesterfield.—100 houses at Newbold estate, ‘for 

B.:-*A, F. White, Derby-rd., Chesterfield. 

Flintshire.—Erection of a junior and infants’ 
mixed school at _Rhosemor, for C.C. W. Griffiths 
(L.), County A., Llynegrin, Mold: *G. & R. Brimble- 
combe, Lid., Chester-rd., Buckley, nr. Chester. 

Gateshead.—Alterations. and additions to Swin- 
burne-pl. fire station, for Neseaste and Sranees 
Joint Fire Serviceg Com. Plang by City A., 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *M. S. Failes, 
aad, 199, Coastworth-rd., Gateshead, £11,000. 


Swan- 
Car- 
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Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new houses, ete., 
at The Manor-rd. Mr. MacFadzean, architect, 
137, West Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 
*John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, 1.2. 

Halifax.—Erection of Stanningley Green prim. 
sch., for E.C,: *H. Baxendale & Sons, Shay-la., 
Halifax. 

Huddersfield.—Erection of ree new buildings at 
generating station, for B.E *J. Wimpenny & 
Ltd., Spurn Point, inthwaite, Huddersfield. 

yde.—24 houses at Harbour Farm estate, for 
BO” *Alfred Green (Moston), Ltd., Moston. > 

Jarrow.—Erection of 28 houses at Simonside, for 
T.C.: *Direet Labour. 

Lanarkshire.—Second development of the Carluke 
Housing seheme at Crawfurdsburn site, consisting 
of 114 ‘‘ Carmoyle ”’-type of house. Samuel MacColl, 
A.R.LBIA., architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 
Glasgow, £167,569. 

Leeds.—Alterations at Southmoor Hospital, for 
Regional. Hospital Board: *Carleton Builders, 
Croft House, Carleton-rd., Pontefract. 

ichfietd.—Houses for T.C.:—52 flats at Wheel-la. 
estate: *George Seedhotse, 9, Little Aston-rd., 
Aldridge, £55,864; nine houses at Wheel-la. and 
three at Curborough-rd.: *Sabin & Young, Ltd., 


Pelsall-la., Rushall, Walsall, £17,168. 
Liverpool.—New factory at Woodend-av. and 
Fleming-rd., for Distillers (Bio Chemicals), Lid. 
*Wm. Thornton & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool. 


Liverpool.—78 flats at ae a for T.C.: 
*Peak Construction Co., Ltd., £146,636. 

Liverpool.—Works for te paar houses at 
Kirkby estate: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Ben- 
tham-dr., Liverpool 16, £1,016,730; eight houses at 
Speke estate: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., £12,700. 

Erection of county primary school. No. % Green 
way-rd., Speke: *C. J. Doyle & Sens, Ltd., Mount 


Pleasant, Liverpool 3, £93,724; construction of 
county primary schoo] at Croxteth estate: *C. J. 
Doyle & Sons, Ltd., £93,751. 


Adaptation ‘of 54, Ullet-rd., for aged_ persons’ 
a *Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Liverpool, 
£165, 

Ore contents exceeding £2,500 in value 
pees by L.C.. during period August-September, 


 mepetiens of Gill-st. sch., Stepney, J. & R. Rooff, 
Ltd.; repairs at Harben sch., Kilburn, Roff & Son, 
Ltd. ; adaptation of Lays sterne sch., Shoreditch and 
Smithfield College of Food Technology, ‘ 
Russell, Ltd.; laying aut second portion of King 
George’s Field, Stepney, Bradshaw Bros, (Con- 
tractors), Ltd.; adaptation and repairs at Bowes- 
hse., Ongar, Noble & Son, a reinstate- 
ment at Haverstock sec. sah., C. & F. Bryen, Ltd. ; 
construction of seven blocks ot flats, etc., at 
Barnsbury estate, Islington, Tersons, Ltd. 
Construction of one block of flats, ete., at North- 
wold estate, Hackney, E. A. Russell, “Ltd. ; con- 
struction of one block of flats, etc,, at Tabard 
Garden estate (extension). Southwark, Thomas & 


Edge, Ltd.: construction of seven ee of flats, 
etc., at Sackville estate, Wandsworth, Roberts & 
Co., Ltd.; erection of three schools ret peade. 


Upper Tulse Hill and Eliot-pl. Primary Schools), 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid.; and repairs and recon- 
struction of swimming bath at Victoria Park, 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over placed by Directorate of Contracts for 
week ended September 29:— 

Building work; R. M. Phillips & Son, Brigg, 
Lincs; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Litte Huiton, nr. 
Bolton ; Gee Walker & Slater, ee ta 1% Wii: 
Markwell Holmes & Hayter, Lid., ; ¥. J. Lovell 
& Son, iLtd., Gerrards Cross, oe. ae E. Wallis & 
Sons, Litd., London W.C.2. Civil engineering: 


RUBBER 
FLOORING 


RUBBER STAIR 


COVERINGS 
AND 


LATEX-CEMENT 
FLOORS 


B 
RUBBALUX COMPANY 


LAYING SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
Contractors te: 
Air Ministry ° British Railways 
British European Airways 
County and Local Councils 
Regional Hospital Boards 
' 8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 : 
OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILES 
NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 
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Crowley Russe!l & Co., Ltd., Lendon, §.W.1. 
Surface dressing and drainage work: G. & J. 
Seddon, Little Hulton, nr. Bolton. 


Painting work: Geo. Jones & Son (Ctirs.), Lid., 
London, W.8. Heating installation service: Saunders 
& Taylor, Ltd., Manchester, 1; Freemans Heating 
Co., Lid., London, $8.W.17. Waterproofing of sheds: 
Maeartney, Ltd., London, W.1. Resurfacing work: 
The Penmaenmawr & Trindidad Lake Asphalt Co., 


Ltd., Liverpool, 2; Constable Hart & . Ltd., 
Richmond, Survey. 
Insulation of boiler service: The Darlington 


Insulation Co., Ltd., Bristol, 2. Tile flooring 
service: G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., ‘Little Hulton, nr. 
Boiton. General maintenance work: R. Corben & 
Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 
Dover, Kent; R. Corben & Son, Lid., Hastings, 
Sussex; R. S. Marriott, Hednesford, Staffs. 

london (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Departmeni, 
Admiralty -— 
. Bedenham : Repairs to buildings, John Lay & Co. 
(Portsmouth), Ltd., 205-207, Arundel-st., Portsmouth. 
Bedenham: Demolition of buildings, The Demoli- 
tion & Construction Co:, Ltd., 3, St. James’-sq., 
London, 8.W.1. Bramcote : Painting hangars, T. H. 
Kenyon’ & ae Pcs Chancellors Works, Croxley- 
rd., London 

{London im Fy W.)-—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended September 22 

London : Chester-ter., Regent’s Park, Interna] de- 
corations, J. . Green (Painters), Ltd., 171, 
Graham- rd., S.W.19; Home Office and Common- 
wealth Relations Office, Whitehall, iuereal paint- 
ing, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Lid., 141, Uxbridge-rd., 
W.12. Cheshire: Stockport, Erection of telephone 
a station, Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., King- 

Works, Middlewich. Derbyshire : we Park, 

Broction of 10 houses and exterior works, Ship- 
man & Son, Ltd., Newlands-dr., Ridings. Derby- 
shire. Glamorganshire : Whale Oil Plant, Dowlais, 
General repairs, G. W. Warlow & Sons, Warlow-st., 


Merthyr Tydfil. Gloucestershire : Felton, Bristol, 
Erection of telephone repeater station, C. A. Hayes 
& Son, Ltd., Stork House, Hotwells, Bristol Patch- 


way, Bristol, Erection of telephone station, Stone & 
Co. (Bristol), Lid., Redland-rd., Bristol. Lanca- 
shire : Pleasington, Erection of telephone exchange, 
P. Hamer, Ltd., Park- st., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 
Middlesex: C. R. L., Teddington, Erection of 
niicrobiological laboratory, Turriff Construction Cor- 
poration, ‘Ltd., 48, Wellesey-rd., Croydon. Non, 
amptonshire : “H. P.O., Wellingborough, Rebuilding 
bomb damaged outbuildings, E. Brown & Son, Ltd., 
Castle-st. Wellingborough. Nottinghamshire : 
Rampton Hospital, nr. Retford, te of two 
pairs of houses, Hewitt & Maughan, Ltd., Wing- 
field-rd., Worksop. Surrey : F.V.P.E., rs « rd., 
Chertsey, Extension to tracking laboratory, Tarrant 
Builders, Ltd., Trotsworth House, Christchurch-rd., 
Wentworth. Virginia ‘Water. Warwickshire: 1.R.O.. 
Islington Court, Islington Row, Birmingham, In- 
ternal and external decorating, Clark & Fenn, Lid., 
183, Springfield-rd., Birmingham; I.R.O., Richmond 
House, ‘Newhall, Birmingham, Interior decorations, 
F. Deeley, Ltd., 208, na st., Harborne, Birming- 
ham. Wiltshire: '“M.O "Depot, Blunsden-st. 
Andrew, Interjfor henuies, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 
Ltd., 146, West-way, Bristol ; Swindon, Erection of 
abattoir, Staverton Builders,. Ltd., Totnes, Devon. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works beng } placed 
by W.D. during week ended September 22 
‘Northumberland: Roadwork, Alston Limestone 
Co., Ltd., Newcastle; Roadwork, Constable Hart & 
Co., Ltd., Derby. Yorkshire: Demolition work, 
Thos. W. Ward, LAd., Sheffield. Wiltshire: Build- 
ing work, Selleck, Nicholls & Co., Ltd..- St. Anstel). 


Co. Antrim: Miscellaneous, Cregan Bros., Lisburn. 
Hampshive : Hutting, Liddelow, Ltd., Wembley. 
Surrey: MHutting, Geo, Moss (London), Ltd., 


sea Park. Hampshire : Painting and decorat- 
in T. L. Nerman & Son, Lid., Southsea. 
Norfolk Building work, George Greengrass, Lid., 
North Walsham. Kent: Building work, J. J. Clay 
son & Son, Lid., Folkestone. Surrey : Painting. 
oO: 2%. Painters, Ltd., Harlesden. Sussex : Heat- 
ing and hot water supply, Mumford Bailey & 
Preston, Lid., Bournemouth. 

London, S.W.1.—Conversion of Nos. 60-62, Eaton- 
8q., $.W.1, inte flats.. Architect, Raglan Squire 
(F.). Quantities by Davis, Belfield & Ever Test : 
*E. H. Burgess, Ltd. 

Maidstone.—108 houses on the Shepway Estate, 
for T.C.: *J. B. Rose & Co, Ltd., -Folkestone, 
£154,486. 

Manchester.—Rebuilding of warehouse at Dale- 
st. and Lena-st., for Sparrow Hardwick, Ltd.: 
*Wm. Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Salford. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additional storey to __pre- 
mises of A. E. Deas, Ltd., 24-26, Carliol-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Stephen Easten, Ltd., Westgate 
Grange, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Police houses for T.C.: 
*George Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, New- 
castle. . Two houses at Colwell-pl. : *R. Allan Brack, 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle, £3, 188; and six honses 
at Henshaw-pl.: *E. Jeffcock (Contractors), Ltd., 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle, £10,010. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Completion of scheme for 
converting former hangar into bus depot at Slaty- 
ford-la., for T.C.: “George eateeteer 205, West- 
gate-rd., Newcastle-on- Tyne, £153 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.—EFrection of 64 houses and 
14 flats at Montage estate, for T.C.. George Ken- 
yon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: — 
Bailey, Ltd., King-st., South Shields, £105,943 
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Northallerton.—Erection of prim. sch. 
Romanby, for North Riding CA, County 
D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton : 


Oakley, Ltd., Northallerton. 


at 


+ 


*D. 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
AND IS THE LARGEST 


NATIONAL ORGANISATION 


IN THE INDUSTRY 


MEMBERSHIP 


10,750 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.» CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, Lendon ® 


the address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


Preston.—New operating theatre No. a at Royal 
Infirmary: *Thos. Croft & Sons, Ltd., Blackpool- 
rd., Preston, £9,923; new EN ine operating theatre : 
*Andertons (Bolton), Ltd., Bolton, 26,548. 


Lem Ng rae at His estate, mo UDC.: 
*Ripieys, Ltd., £27,496 (20); *Wharton & Evans 
Belper, £19,701 (14); *A. H. senith (Builders). Lid. 
£19,113 (14). 

Rushden.—Extensions to Council] Offices, for 
U.D.: *A. J. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Stanwick, 


Wellingborough. 

Saddleworth.—Completion F sd 25 houses at Carr- 
1. Greenfield, for U.D.C.; *I1. Barber & Sons, Ltd., 

am. 

Sheffield.—Completion of Charles Clifford Dental 
Hospital for United Sheffield Hospitals: *Thos. 
Wilkinson & Sons (Buiiders), Ltd., Sheffield 

Shefheld.—Factory at Carlisle-st., for Perko Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd.: *Green Bros., 4, Causeway 
Head-rd., Dore, Sheffield, 

Stalybridge.—Eight houses in two blocks at 
Hague Steps site, for B.C.: *James Ridyard & 
Sons, Ltd., Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared for new houses for 
the Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., 
which are to be erected at wandeuran.  *John 
Orr, Drymen. / 

Tynemouth.—Erection of three aged persons’ 
hostels at Marden, for T.C. Plans by Boro’ E., 
16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields: *J. i. 
Rogers, | Regent-ter., North Shields, £27,610. 

ham.—Erection of 54 houses, for U.D.C. 
Pestinen are Fennell & Co., Bridge End-chbrs., 
Chester-leStreet: *G. S. W. + gg Development 
Co., The Side, Newcastle-on-Tyn 

Wolverhampton. —Dwellings yy Tettenhall sites 
Nos. 1, and 2, for T.0.: *Small Builders’ Com- 
mittee, * Wolverhampton (227) ; *Nathan Hyde, Ltd., 
6, Claremont- oe Rodgiey, £66, “yy Bey *Direct 
Labour (48) ; Brad énerry- st., 
£38,990 (34); “Clase ‘Bros., i * oid Heath-rd., 
Heath Town (12); *Barnett & Co., Westbury-st. 
(8); *Washbourne Bros., Ltd. (8) ; *W. Lindsay, 9, 
Mill-la. (6). 








STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Henne. en. Strand, London, W.€.2 
TEMple Bar 5621 












Patent 
“Air Pump” 


Boyle's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON- 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 











October 5 1951 


Worcester.—Erection of Pitmasten County Prim. 


sch. (first instalment) at Malvern-rd., for T.C. 
Willis, Llewellyn Smith & Waters ’ architects, 
Albany House, prtaesis-.. Worcester, and 103, 
Old rompton- eee by Watkins 
& Decker, * Grays , AA, W.C.1 
Jos. Wood & Sons, Ltd., orcester . £34,897 
Fassnidge, Son & Norris, Uxbridge, Middx. 32,372 
bg H. Kingerlee & Sons, Ltd., Oxford _... 32,359 
J. Long & Sons (Bath), Ltd., Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, RAs 32,216 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., _Kensington- “64. Wes | 31,917 
*Spicers, Ltd., Worcester ... 31,389 


NEW COMPANIES 

THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
ws - Ltd., company registration agents. 

E. Downes, Ltd. (498604). Regd. Aug. 18, 
18° Sun- st., Finsbury Pavement, E.C.2, bldrs., con- 

tractors, etc. Nom. gh £1,000. Dir.: G. J. 
Piggott, 88, Landseer-rd.,- 

James Wright (Bramially (498622). 

Aug. 18, 6, Bridge-la., eanett ” Ches., en and 
contractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: J. W . Wright 
and Mrs. E. W, Wright. 

R. J. Shropshall, “td, (498630). Regd. Aug. 18, 
89, Jakeman-rd., Balsall Heath, Birmingham, 12, 
Me contractors, ete. eke eh £1,000. Dirs. : 

:’ Shropshall and Mrs. . Shropshail. 


Regd. 








BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save labour —save cost 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PADdington 7061 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L” 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 
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SMARTS LANE 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 295 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Telephone: Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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